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Wie members of the congreſs of the .colony of Nes 
YFY Hampſhire, choſen and appointed, by the free ſuffrages 
| them, to meet together, and uſe ſuch means, and purſue fack 
1 1; meaſures, as we ſhall judge beſt for the public good 3 —an Pram | 
VVV 
y the continental congreſs; and 


1 ; 


fare thould be recommended b . 
a recommendation to that purpoſe having been tranſinitted-to'us, - 4 
from the ſaid congreſs—have taken into our, ſerious conſidera» 
tion the unhappy circumſtances, into which this;colony. isanyol= 
ved, by means of many grievous and oppreſſive. as of the Bris © 


uch parliament, depriving us of our native and conſtitutional” © 
If rights and privileges ; to euforce obedience to which ati, x 
8 powerful” fleet and army. haue been ſent inte this country, b, 
| the miniſtry of Great Britain, who have exerciſed a wanton. . 
nd cruel abuſe of their power, in deſtroying the lives and pro- 
perties of the coloniſts, in many places, with fire and ſword; 


— 


taking, the ſhips, and Jading from many of the honeſt aud i 3 


4 
4 


by duſtrious inhabitants of this colony, employed in commerce; ng 
5 grecable to the laws and cuſtoms a long time fed here., 
Abe gaaden and abrupt departure of his execliency John Wen: 
worth, eſg. dur late governor, and ſeyeral of the council, eng 
us deſtitute of legiſlation ; and no executive courts being open, 
to puniſh! cri ninal offenders, whereby the lives. and propestion -  J 
r the honeſt people of thus colony, are liable to the machts ens 
- |] -= evil debgne of wicked ̃²—'Ä , 
Foe 4 » Thetefore, for 3 of peace and good order, ank 
2 : 3 Ore may 7948651 3 ——— 5 > 4 
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: eounty of Hillſborough, two in the county of Cheſhire, and one 

Hf the legiſlatuce, by the name of a council for this colony, to. 

= . continue as ſuch until the third Wedneſday in December next; 
=— any ſeven of whom to be a quorum, to de buſmeſs: 

D 5 "Hee, that the ſenior counſellor preſide : 


=. be a counſellor, or otherwiſe, as they ſhall chooſe; 


| eſtablicing a form of s government 
ſent unhappy and l conteſt with Great Britain; proteſting 


upon Great - Britain but felt ourſelves happy under her protection, 
while we could enjoy our conſtitutional rights and privileges 
f and that we ſhall rejoice, if ſuch a reconciliation, between us 
and our parent ſtate, can be effected, as ſhall be approved by 
| _ co! tinental eee in nai, prudence 221 ng we con- 


New Hampſhire: and that ſaid houſe then proceed to chooſe twelve 
pPerſons, being reputable freeholders, and inhabitants within 
cis colony, in the following manner, . viz. five in the coun- 


| eſs agreed to, and paſſed, by both branches of the legiſlature, 


13 
i 
: 


: 
1 


nt, to S ae I 


and declaring, that we never ſought to-throw off our dependance | 


1 2 4. 9 
N purſingot | to the wat refoſed i in us, we we do re- 
ſolve, that this congreſs aſſume the name, power, and authority 
of a [houſe of © repreſentatives, or aſſembliy for the colony of 


ry of Rockingham, two in the county of Strafford, two in the 
in the county of Grafton, —to be a diſtin& .and, ſeparate branch. 


That ſuch council appoint their. preſident ; and, in his ab. 
That a ſecretary be appointed by both branches, who may, 
That no act, or Mee, be valid, and put into ä un⸗ 


That all public officers, for the faid colony, and each coun- 
" for the current year, be appointed by the council and affem- 
bly, except the ſeveral clerks of the executive courts, who ſhall . 
be appointed by the juſtices of the reſpective court: 
That all bills, refolves, or votes, for raiſing, levying and als, 
fling ' money, originate in the houſe of repreſentatives : 
That, at any ſeſſions of the council and aſſembly, neither 
Jena ſhall adjourn, for any longer time, than from 8 
ut the next Monday, without conſent of the other. 
And it is further reſolved, that, if the preſent unhappy = 
Pute, with Great Britain, mould continue longer than this pre- 
dent year and the continental congrels give no inſtrugtions 
er directions to. the _contrary—the council be choſen by he © 
rok of each respective county, in fuch mannes unc 
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e be appointed by the two houſes, and bieter, officers de | : 
22 by the reſpective companies . 


That all officers of the army be appointed we A cs houſes, | > 


except. they ſhould direct otherwiſe, incaſe of any emergency : 


ointed, and the time of their contintiance in office, be deter- 
mined, by the two houſes, s in and” One rreafurers, M 
and recorders: of deeds:: ; 

That a treaſurer, and eee deeds, . county, be 
i anpvally, choſen, by the people of each county reſpectively; the 
votes for ſuch officers to bereturned to the'reſpeRive courts of 


That all civil officers, for the colony, and for each county,” 'be : EE 


general, ſeſhons-of the peace, in the county, there to be . : | 


tained, as;the-council.and-afſembly.ſhall hereafter direct: ETD 
That precepts, in the name of the conficil-and aſſembly, figned. 8 
by the preſident of the council, and ſpeaker of the hovfe of repre= © + 
ſentatives, thall iſſue-- annually, at or before t the firſt day of No- 
vember, for the choice of a council, and houſe 
to be returned by the third Wedneſday in December then next” 
enſuing, i in ſuch nn, aus _ SON _ aſſembly ſhall heres: 
* preſcribe. | 
inte bouſe of repreſe tatives, Septen N 195 2776. ET 
Voted. and reſolved, - 1 „ 
e HAT; 2 ERIN or e in this fare}. 
hall inereaſe in their number of inhabitants, from year to vent, 155 
or from time to time, precepts ſhall iſſue for their "ſending dele- 
Nes to council, and aſſembly, ſo as to be fully W | 
according to their numbers, proportionable with other parts * 
the ſtate. Sent up for concurrence, P. WHITE 1 Te” 
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1779. and continued 8 1 
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cc 6 and nn individuals, nw 
| poſe it, with the power of enjoying, in ſafety and waaqullliey, 
their natural rights, and the bleſſings of life and whenever 
theſe great objects are not obtained, the people have à right to 
Alter the government, and to nne 05 for _ 
| lafety, proſperity, and happineſs... . ; 
The body. politic i is formed by a 3 . in- 
dividuals. It is a ſocial compact, by which the Whole people 
covenants with each citizen, and each citizen with the whole 

ple, that all ſhall. be governed by certain laws for tlie common 


ad. It is the duty of the people, therefore, in-framing a com- 


ſitution of government, to provide for an equitüble mode of 
making laws, as well as for an impartial interpretation, «tid 
faithful execution. of them; "_ my man _ ye all times, 
= ” ſecurity i in them 5 
„ therefore, the people of Madſſachoſeets, nes 

b. 3 grateful hearts, the goodnefs of the Great Legiſlator of 
3 in affording. us, in the courſe of his providence, 
opportunity, deliberately and peaceably, without fraud, vio- 


= 3 


lence, or ſurpriſe, of entering into an original, explicit, and fo- 


lemn compact with each other—and of forming a ne conflirt- 
tion of civil government, for ourſelves and poſterity and de- 
et imploring his direction in ſo intereſting a deſtgn, do a- 
upon, ordain, and eſtabliſh, the following dselaration of 
11 guts, and frame of tin >a A8 HANEY mma of 
OY * e 1 mw e I 


bas AP + 
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4 lacie alu, Ge bat rut: 4 the neue of 
e hs. eee, 5 wo. 

5 5 : 5 e KN Fs: 221 8 * 0 
. * Al men © pd Hows pg 3 2 have cer- 

"tain natural, eſſential, and unalienable rights; among which 

may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defending their lives 

and liberties ; that of acquiring, poſſeſſing, and protektipg pro- 


* 


perty ; in ive, . 5 e e and bens The” e and 


| happineſs. | es 5 
II. It is the thetic as „ well. as hs Pre of all men in tier 


ben, and at Bates ſeaſons, to worthip the Supreme = 
nn 1 Preſerver of the univerſe.” And no Tubje 
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And the people of this eontmonwealth Have allo + right: 54 15 


there de any, an 2 attends: + otherwiſe 1 
* ib, or precinẽ̃t, in which the ſaid monies are raiſed,” 


e 8 en 3 1 7 8 
1 | 


OS 


SE #7 6 128 282 e TED | „ 7 5 . 4 


X in the manner pe”? 3 mo a. 

s of his on conſcience; ot for e 2 
be; or obſtrugt others in their, religious worſhip: :; nan. TJ 1 1 
"THE; As. the. happineſs of a people, and the ke, and : ” 
preſervation of civil government, eſſentially depend upen piety, ; 
religion, and morality ; j and as theſe cannot he generally diffuſs | 

ed through a. community, but by the inſtitutien of the;-pablic - 7 
worſhip of God, and of public inſtrustions in piety; religions, ... 1 4 
and morality :— Therefore, to promote their happineſs; and ts +: 

ſecure the good order and preſervation of their government the 
people of this commonwealth have a right to ĩnveſt their legillas - 

ture with power to:autboriſe and fequirey”: and the- eee 

mall, from time to time, authoriſe and require the ſereral toms, .. 
pariſhes, precins, and other bodies-politie, or 'religious-foct- _ 

eties, to make ſuitable proviſion, at their o | expente,: forthe - 


inſtitution of the public worſhip. of God, and for the ſuppont an 9 


maintenance of public proteſtant teachers of piety, raligionz and ; 
morality; in all caſes, n ſuch proviſion ſhall net be 1 
voluntarily. 


do, inveſt their legiſlature with authority, to--enjuing upon a x” 
the. ſubjeRe,..,an, attendance upon the inſtructions of the nar 
teachers, -as aforeſaid, at ſtated times and ſeaſons, if there: a: 
any, on whoſe inſtructions they? Tan. aun and: eme. | 
niently attend:·—- Fu 'Y 
Provided, notwithſlanding,” Hes che e i ee — 
precinets, and other bodies- politic, or religious ſocieties, hall, 
at all times, have the encluſivt right of electing theit _ No 
teachers, and of mne with., 1, hah e awd: 
maintenance. 3 55 ; 4.005% e : : 2 3 
And all ewe pabl by the ſuthest, t to the be 5 ren 2 
worſhip, and of the publio teachers aforefaid, ſhatl, if he ruf 
it, be W Ne rie to the ren of the public en * 
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be: pad towards the ſypport- of the teacher, or teachers, of . 5 I 


Ao, every. denomination of chriſtians, demeaning 3 5 3 
pee cen bly, =o as 2 . , on eee N oh 
* . . wy " = 


c ON 8 T I. T v T1 92 
„ nn 1 5 . . 
any one geg or denomination, to a late ſhall erer be eftabli 
<< by la 1-72 N 81 f74 WEED L ES, 
IVI The people of this commonwea alias tas ais and Ke 
ie right of governing themſelves} as a free, ſovereign, and oy 
| dependent Rate; and do, and forever hereafter ſhall, exerciſe and 
enjoy every power, juriſdiction, and right; which i is not, or may 
not hereafter, be 8 them expreſs ly de ed to the united Tito 
* America, in congreſs aſſembled. ee eats; 

V. All power reſiding originally i in thing eople, and * . 
"Sw from them—the ſeveral magiſtrates,” and officers of govern- 
ment, ve led with authority, whether legiſlative, executive, or 
Judicial, are their fubſtitutes and "hg my "are, at all tim 

e e eee io QSO TOES TONS Sid t 44695 
VI. ae tc Wie Mot of men, date any 
a title, th obtain advantages, or Patricio and excluſive pri- 
vileges,iflingfrom thoſe of the community, tha what | ariſes 
from the conſiceration of ſervices, rendered to the public. And 
this title being, 2 neither hereditary, nor tranſmiſſible 
to children, or ndants, or relations by blood „the idea of a 
man, ern magiſtrate, We, or judge; 29 s abfurd and 1771 
- natural, Ns "IF IKE FE: 
. eee 56. inBituted For che sebton good ; \ Fe the 
Proteßtion, ſafety, proſperity, and happineſs of the dente; and 
not for the profit, honour, or private intereſt of any one man, 
Family, or claſs of men. Therefore, the people alone have an 
jünconteſtable, unalienable, and indefeaſible right, to inſtitute 
government; and to reform, alter, or totally change the ſame, 
when: their 1 — ys and hy e bows 


1. E 
er In . to rode thoſe; bed are DORA A ae 
. om becoming opprefiors; the people have a right, at ſuch 
en and in ſuch manner, as they ſhall - eſtabliſh” by their 
_ Frame af government, to. cauſe their public officers to return to 
Private life; and to fill up agree Hel mY Corral: _ I 
ler. elections and appointments. | | 
IX. All elections ought to be free; and Wy ahi ine taste | 
—_ this.commonwealth, having ſuch qualifications, as they ſhall 
- _, eſtabliſh. by their frame of government, have an equal 2 77 bo 
elect officers, and to be elected for public employments. 
N. Each individual of the fociety has a right, to be protected 
. 22 it, in won 8 bis life, Nas and Property, ge- 
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gencies require, that the 


g penſation therefor. —— 
XI. Every, ſubject of che re Ade to. 25 „ 
certain remedy, by having recourſe to the laws, for all injuries. in : Y 


part of the property of any individual can, With Jeſſice, 
taken from him, or. applied. to public. uſes, without his own con- 
ſent, or that of the repreſentatiye. body of. the. people. In fine, 


S 


body haye given their conſent. . And whenever the public. exi- 


appropriated to public uſes, 


n OY R 3 ter 8 24 #1435 


or wrongs, which he may receive, in his perſon, property, or 


character. He ought to obtain right and juſtice freely, and with 

out being obliged to purchaſe it completely, and without any 

| denial—promptly Y, and without delay—confqrmably. to the laws. 
XII. No ſubject ſhall be held. to anfwer for any crims or of.. 

| fence; until the ſame is fully and plainly, ſubſtantially. and for- 


mally, deſcribed to him; or be compelled to accuſe, or furnim 
evidence againſt himſelf, And eyery ſubje& ſhall have a Tn. 
to produce all proofs, that may be favourable to him; to meet the 


witneſſes againſt him, face to face; and to be fully heard in hie 


defence, by himſelf, or his council, at his election. And no ſub»: 


| jet ſhall be arreſted, impriſoned, deſpoiled, or. deprived of bis 


property, immunities, or privileges, put out of the protection of 


the law, exiled, or deprived of his life, liberty,.or . but * 
5 the judgment W his peers, or the Jaw of the land. 


And the legiſlature mall not make 2 any. law; that Gait t 


any perſon to à capital or infamoks puniſhment, (excepting for 
he government of che army and gavy), without trial by Jury, 


XIII. In criminal proſecutions, the verification of facts, in che 


vicinity where they happen, is one of the greateſt. ane * 
the life, liberty and property of the citizen. 


XIV. Every ſubject has a right to be ſecure. 29 all 8 


5 Grave ſearches; and ſeizurb , of his perſon, . his houſes, w 
- Papers, and all his poſſeſſions, -. All warrants. therefore, are 

© contrary to this right, if the catiſe or foundation of them be . 
ere ſupported by oath or affirmation z, and if the ee 


in a warrant, to a civil officer, to make ſearch. in all, ſuſpeQed © 
place or to arreſt one or more ſulpected perſons, or to: ſeize their 


con TAE * e e 


Ss: 


; perſonal ſerviee,, or, ag D when neceil; "44 But 5 2 "i 
1 A 


the people of this commonwealth are not controllable .by. ay: 55 I 2 
other laws, than thoſe, to which their conſtitutional \repreſentative- 


gy 


"| pr wat Ha if Tales. Aid 65. War- 
- Fat buht to be iffiied;” dat | in Kalte ual, with. the formalities, : 
. by the ss. 0 4 | 

N In all controverſies nd 5 „ A4 i al fois - 
besen two or mort perſons, (except in 2 in Which i it has 
Reretofore been otherwiſe uſed and practiſed) the parties have a 
_ Fight a trial by" 2 jury; and this method of hors all 
hs held ſacred; unleſs, in cadles arifitg on the Kig h ſeas, and 
Woch a6 relate eo marmers“ wages, the I giflatire tha hereafter - 
GS i tieceſfiry- to alter 4 ” 3 
XVI. The liberty 8 is ends & the ſecurit ty. of; 
+ ſeedorn th a ate; N therefore, to be reſtrained in this | 
and be beer arms for 


eommonvraltf. HS | 8 
VVII. The people | Have 4 right to keep 
5 un Wangen defence.” And 28, itt time of peace, armies are 
dungerdus to liberty, they aught not to be maintained, without 5 
tte conſent of the legiffatire; and the mil tary Powe ſhall, al 
1 . 5 the civil, aut ority, and 
| de governed by ren, Fo 
XVIII. A ' £99 recurren | 
ples of the conſtitution; and a conſtant adherence to thoſe of x x 
Piety, juſtice, moderation, temperance, induſtry, and frugahry, 
ate abſohately neceflary, to preſerve the advantages of oe . 
Aud to maintain a free government. The people Jought, con- 
5 Fquently; to Have a particular Attention to way hore principles, * 
An te choice of their öfficers and repreſentatives ;.and they bave 
1 right to fequire- of their Tawgivers and magiſtrates, an 1 £ 
and conſtant ob fer vance of them, in the formation and ,expcu- - 


' tron Gf all laws; „ for the 00d adminiſtration of ths . 
Nr CY 5 
XIX. The people Have a Bent, in an ey and ae. 5 
| Mater to aſſemble to confult upon the common good; give = 
zeltrüstions to their repreſentatives; and to requeſt of. the legiila, „ 

| tive —— # tek way of addrefies; petitions, or wren e, 
Akon ace th D, and of the Ae | 


98 XX. K ee ſuſpending the . or r the execution 17 5 
# Wh lows, vught never to be exerciſed, but by the Jegillature. 3. 
Sf By authority. detived from it, to be exerciſed i in ſuch pas 5 
_ : Healer caſes only, as. The legillaruce Mall exprelsly | rovide. for» - 
=_  - XXI. The freedom: of deliberation, ſpeech, Fe F ei- 

= Ut Rout of the egillatur * W 1 . of ih 
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XXII. The legilsture ou 


redreſs of grievances, for corredting, Ales, 3. f. — porno 
ee 0 e mak; 


— 


XXIV. — SIPs 50 wh 4 penny: 5 halves: the 
exiſtence of Nick: laws, and — have nbt been declare trimes 


the fundamental principles of a free goyerpment, . . | = 
XXV. Ns ſabjett ought, in any cafe, or in any Was, to. ts: | 


veckivad guilty of treaſun or felony by he legilature 
XXVI. Noe magiſtrate, or: court of laws hall demand excef2 
bee bail or ſureties, ger Er- . en nr 6 
unuſua puniſhments. > Arn 2 n of $9 oc IH N. 4 
XXVII. In time of peace, ao ſoktiey ght tobe quarered * 
any houſe, without the conſent of the owner z and in time of war, 
fuch quarters onghkt not to be made, but Wt eos ciun — 
in a manner ordained. by: the legiſlature. 
XXVIII. Ne perſon can, in ag a be ſubjefies? to h 
martial, or to an pevaliies or pains, by virtue of that a 


(except thoſe employed in the army or mavy, und except the m- : 
"of the legiſlature. as SORE 


_ in actual ſevvice) but by authority 
XXIX. It is eſſential to the preſervation of che rights of every 


Haividual/ his life, liberty, property, and character, that there 


be an impartial interpretation of the laws, and adminiſtration of 
juſtice, | It is the right of every citizen, to be tried by / judges; av 


eee; impartial, and independent, as the lot of humanity will ad 
mit, It is, therefore, not only the beſt poliey, but for the ſecu- 


ety: ef the rights of the people; and of every :eitizen, chat he 
judges of the ſupreme judicial court ſhould held their offices 4 
long as they behave themſel ves well; and that they ſhould have 
— ſalaries, aſcertained and eſtabliſhed by Randing laws. 

XXX. In the government of this conimonwealth, 'thelegitia« 
tive department mail never exerciſe the exectitive and judicial 
or ether of them: the executive ſhall hever emereiſe the 
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3 Either of them: bo the end, it 2 a govertinient laws, 
3 e of men. +: 4 FSR 9 
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. 2 of Maſſachuſerts bay, do hereby folexnly and mutua 
5 ally agree with each ock er; to form themſelves into 4 free, ſove. 
rreign end independent body. politic or Kate, by: the name * 
OE W of Maffachuſetts. 28 EPs n 


e 
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| 70; branches, 2 ſenate and houſe ef repreſentatives 1 each of 
which bill: dave negative on the dthn nen 


Wedneſday. in Mey, and at Tuch other times, as they mall. 


next preceding the ſaid laſt Wedneſday in; May's and. e 
ſtyled, The general court of: Maſſachuſetts.) + 
II. No ee ee. | 
LK tives, Mall beeome a law, and: have force as ſuch, until u In 
dave been laid before the governor for his reviſal: and if hez. 
upon ſuch. /revifion, approve thereof, he ſhall ſignify. his ap- 


Jestion to the . paſſing of ſuch bill or reſobve, he ſhall return the 


ſienate or houſe of repreſentatives, in which ſoever the ſame ſhall. 
bave originated; who ſhall enter the objections, ſent down by 
tze governor, Ab on their records; and proceed to reconſi- 
der the ſaid bill or reſolve. But if, after ſuch reconſideration, 

.  _ $wo-thirds, of the. ſaid ſenate. or houſe of repreſentatives ſhall, 
1 notwithſtanding the ſaid objections, agree to paſs the ſame, it 
_ How together with the objections, be ſent to the other branch of 


5 proved. by two-thirds of the members. preſents it ſhall: 1 
_ force of a law. But in all ſuch: caſes, . the: votes of both houſes 
ns a 
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The people, inhabiting che territory, formerly called” che 
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partment of legillation hall bs formed by. 


Ar. 1. A — 


The legiſlative body ſhall aſſemble every year, on the laſt. 
judge neceſſary ; and ſhall diſſolve and be diſſolved, on the day. 


nbi 1 01 


probation, by ſigning the ſame. But if he have any ob- 
ſame, together with his objections chereto, in writing, to the 


the legiſlature, where it ſhall alſo. be reconſidered; and if; 


„* M, As n 1 *r 1 „ + 


1 voting for, or he faid vill or e Gail-be! | 
entered pon the public records of the commonwenltn. 
And in order to prevent. unneceſſary, delays, if any bill ar re-. 


ſolve. tins not be returned by the governor. within five days after; = - 


it ſhall have. deen | 
Jaw.” Hh 5 
ni erebt and conſtitute judicatories, and courts of record, 
or other cburts, to be held in the name of the-commonwealth,:  __ 
for the hearing, trying, and determining of all manner of crinies,, © 
offences, pleas, Proceſſes, plaints, actions, m. f 
things, whatſoever, , ariſing or happening within the common 

wealth, or between or concerning perſons inhabiting: or teſid- 
ing, or brought within the ſame; whether the ſame he criminal 


ted, the ſame dai hae the force of 


l e thall forever, have: full. power” and 204 5 1 


35 cnuſes, and El ; 


or civil, or whether the faid crimes be capital or not capital, and? 5 : 7 
whether the faid pleas. be real, perſonal, or mixed; and for: 


the awarding and making out of execution —— to which 


courts and judicatories, are hereby giyenzand ryanted full os: 2:27 


and authority, from time to time, to Kane or affirma- 
tions, for the better diſcovery of truth in any ma | 
vel or depending before them. 


IV. And Oy on So” | 


and granted to the ſaid general court, from time te time, ts 
make, ordain and eſtabliſh, all manner of wholeſome, and * "on 


reaſonable orders, laws, ſtatutes, and . ordinances, / directions 
and inftruftions, either with penalties, or without; (ſo a8 dhe . 
ſame be not repugnant or coftrary to this conſtitution); as they; _- 
mall judge to befor the good and welfare of this commonwealth, 


and for the government and ordering thereof, and of the ſubs: - | 


jets of the ſame, and for the neceſſary ſupport and defence off 


the government thereof; and to name and ſettle annually, or pro © I 
vide 'by fixed bs for the naming and ſettling all civil off. 7 


ori with the aid commonwealth, the election and conſtitu- | 


FEELS 


e e t und to fer forth. the a ee -, 
and limits, af the ſeveral civil and military officers of this 


commonwealth, and the forms of ſuch oaths or e eee 5 
as mall be reſpectively adminiſtered unto them, for the ene. 
cution of their ſeveral offices and places, ſo as the ſame be not 
repughant or contrary. to this conſtitution ; and to impoſe” and 
_ ng ge Front e 22 . eee 
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3 THERE tha be"annually elected by Fo pang 
. _ and other inhabitants of this commonwealth, . LY 28 in 
1 | this conſtitutjon i is provided, forty perſons, to be counſellors; and 


the inbabitants ef che diftrifts,” into which the commonwealth 
7 may, from/time'to time; be divided by the general, court, for that 


WE he cloted bythe reipettive'Uiltrifts, hall govery themſclyes. by 
—_ the proportion of the public taxes paid by the ſaid. diſtricts z and 


: . limits of- each diſtrict, and the number of counſellors and ſe» 
wmmtort to be choſen therein; provided that the | 
____ - diſtricts Mall be never Teſs than thirteen; and chat na Aiſtrict be, 
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ul che ſeveral edünties, in this commonwrealth, al (until 
e general court hall determine it neceſſary. to alter... the, ſaid 
- _ diſtricts). de diſtticts for choice af counters and, ſenators: (eu- 
3 5 8 'of © Duke”: $-county - and Nantucket ſhall 


92 cee . Fe page 


this commonwealth ＋ . time being, with the wes de gore 


te of che council, for the public ſervice, in the neceſſary de- 
3 fence and ſupport « of the government of the faid commonwealth, 
= andthe protection and preferyation, of the TſubjeRts. thereof, ac 
=_  cordingto ſuchasts, as are or mall be 1 in force within the ſame... 


And while: the public charges of government, or any part 


_ hereof; alk be affeſſed on polls and eftates, in the manner, that 
3 has hitherto Deen practiſed in order that ſuch. aſſeſſments may: 
be maduwith'oquality, there thall be a valuation of eſtates, | 
_ ene and © *s . eg vftener as the g gener: U court ee 
| . ee fr e HAF. „ 


, taken ane w, once in every: ten years 


, att ere 


„eren it E Ar 1 


ſenators; for the year enſuing their election j to be choſen by 


/ And'the'generaFEovrr, in aſſigning "the Humbers to 


timely make known to the inhabitants of. the commonwealth, 


ſo large as to-entitle the ſame 1 to chooſe 1 more than fix. ſenators. 


form one diftrift for that purpoſe). and ſhall. * * een 
mg number for counſellors and * vii... 


FER Suffolk oblong "Vi: - 3 932 York 8 1 ; 
24722 Eſſex 5 i ag : lll 83 8 1 | 
and Nantucket . -$ 


= . 
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the ſenators. flall be choſen in the following manner, viz. „ Tiere E = 
on the firſt Monday in April, annually, for- 
ever, of the inhabitants of each ton in the ſeveral counties of 
this commonwealth ; to be called by the ſclectmen, and warned _ 
in due courſe of "IN at leaſt ſeven days before the ſirſt Monday = 
in April, for the purpoſe of electing perſons to be ſenators and. 
counſellors. And at ſuch meetings, every male inhabitant, of 
twenty-one years of age and upwards, having a freehold eltate, = 
within the commonwealth; of the annual income of three pounds, : | 


ſhall be a meetin 


or any e eſtate of the value of fixty pounds, ſhall have a right to 


give in his vote, for the ſenators, for the diſtrict, of which 8 
is an inhabitant. And to remove all doubts, concerning be 
word 46 inhabitant,“ 1 in this conſtitution, every perſon ſhall be 
conſidersd as an inhabitant, (for the purpoſe af elegting ani! 
being elected into any office or place within this fate) in hat 
town; diſtrict or plantation, where he dwelleſh or hath his hem. 

Tbe ſelectmen of the ſeveral towns ſhall preſide at fach west. 
ings impartially; 3 and ſhall receive the votes of, all the, inhabit- EE OS a 
ants of tuch towns, preſent and qualified to vote for ſenators; - 
and ſhail fort and count them in -6pen town meeting, and in 
preſenee of the town'clerk, who ſhall make à fair record,"in 
preſence of the ſelectmen, and in open town meeting, of the hae 
of every perſon voted for, and of the number of votes again 


his name; and a fair copy of this record ſhall be attefted by. the 


jelectmen and the town clerk, and ſhall be ſealed up, directed W 
to the ſceretary of the commonwealth for the time being, with a2 
juperſqription, expreſſing the purports of the contents thereof, N 
and delivered, by the town cjerk of ſuch town, to the ſheriff - 

at leaſt be: 
fore the laſt Wedneſday in May, annually ; or it ſhalt be de. 
vered into the ſecretary's office, ſeventeen days, at leaſt, before 
the faid laſt Wedneſday in May; and the ſheriff of each count 


of the county, in which ſuch town lies, thirty dar 


ſhall deliver all ſuch certificates, by him received, into the ſecre- 


'1ary's office, ſeventeen-days before the fuld laſt Wedneſday in : 


May. 
Am 


the tobe of plantations e Cabal Es 
as this conſtitution provides) who are or thall be impowered 
and required to aſſeſs taxes upon themſelves, toward the ſupport „ 
ef government, ſhall have the en n of N Tor ET 


1 


* OE. consmTITUTION. 

1 counſellors _ e in the: 8 where 13 a 21 
town inhabitants have in their reſpective towns; and the plan- 
tation- meetings, for that purpoſe, ſhall be held annually on the 
. Jame firſt Monday in April, at ſuch place in the plantations re- 
_ ſpettively, as the aſſeſſors thereof ſhall direct; which aſſeſſors ſhall 
aye like authority, for notifying the electots, collecting and re- 

| turning the votes, as the ſelectmen and town clerks have. in 

Þ# _* their ſeveral towns, by this conſtitution; And all other perſons, 

—_ lving 1 in places unincorporated (qualified as aforeſaid) who ſhall 

de alleſfed to the ſupport of government by the aſſeſſors of an 

„ adjacent town, ſhall have the privilege of giving in their votes for 
—_ counſellors and ſenators, in the town where they ſhall be afleſl. 

4 : ed, and be notified of the place of meeting, by the ſelectmen 
_ of the town, where they ſhall be aſſeſſed, f. for that Bernet 3 

—_— - ingly, RO ET Es am, ng ro ee rl 
HI. And that there may be a aue convention. of ſenators on 

= the laſt Wedneſday ; in May. annually, the governor, and five of 

the council, for the time being, ſhall, as ſoon as may be, ex- 
amine the. returned copies of ſuch records; and fourteen days 
= before the ſaid day, he ſhall iſſue his ſummons. to ſuch. perſons, 
= as ſhall appear to be choſen by the majority of voters, to attend 
=_ on that day, and take their ſeats accordingly provided, ne- 
| vertheleſs, that for the firſt year, the ſaid returned copies ſhall 
8 be examined by the preſident and five of the council of the for- 
mer conſtitution of government; and the ſaid preſident. ſhall, in 

6 like manner, iſſue his ſummons to the perſons. ſo ee, 257 


* i x 
a 1 1 
. 


1 ; 2 . they may take their ſeats as aforeſaid. 
IV. The ſenate ſhall be the final judge of the 1 re- 
= —_ turns and qualifications of their own members, as pointed out 


wy the conſtitution; and ſhall, entheſaid; taft Wedneſday in May, 
Annually, tering and declare, who are elected by each dil- 
trick, to be ſenators, by a majority of vetes; and in caſe there 
„. appear to be the full number of ſenators returned, clec- 
._ ,,.ted by a majority of votes for any diſtrict, the deficiency ſhall be 
ſupplied in the following manner, viz. the members of the houſe 
CS R of repreſentatives, and ſuch ſenators as ſhall be declared elec- 
= 10 ted, ſhall take the names of ſuch perſons, as. ſhall be found to 
have the higheſt number of votes in ſuch diſtrict, and not elected, 
; amounting to twice the number of ſenators. wanting, if chere be 
fo many voted for; and out of theſe, ſhall elect, by. ballet, a 
number of ſenaters, ſufficient to fill up the vacancies in ſuch 
et; and in * . a, i ſack Vacanciet be filled 3 in 
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ey dick i of he's nm ad in like! manner, an 5 
yacancies in the ſenate, ariſing by death, removal out of the tate, _ 
or otherwiſe, ſhall be ups as OT as e be, after TY. bn 5 
cancies ſhall happen: -- 5 ; e 
Provided, nevertheleſs, Hs” no | mall e PR” * x 


being elected "as 4 ſenator, who is not ſeized in his own tight, 
of a freehold within this commonwealth, of the value of n 
hundred pounds at leaſt, or poſſeſſed of perſonal eſtate tg the 
value of ſix hundred pounds at leaſt, or of hoth to the amount 
of tue ſame ſum ; and who has not been an inhabitant of ches 
commonwealth for the ſpace of "five years immediately preced- 


vided ſuch adjournments do not exceed two days at a time, 
The ſenate mail choole its own preßt 1cnt, appoint” its | 


VII. 
own oficers, and determine its own rules of proceedings, 
+ CREE, Bin ſenate ſhall be a court, with full authority, fo heat £0 
and determine all impeachments, made by the houſe df repre 


ſentatives, againſt any officer or officers of the comronwenlth, 


for miſcon ut and mal-adminiſtration in their offices. 


previous to the trial of every impeachment, the members of the 


ſenate ſhall reſpectively be ſworn, truly and impartiallß to try 3 
and determine the charge in queſtion; according to evidence. 1 


Their judgment, however, ſhall not extend further, than to ret. 
moval from offi e, and diſqualification to held or enjoy any 


place of honour, truſt or profit, under this commonwealth: but - 


the party ſo convicted, ſhall be, nevertheleſs, liable to indictment, 


ART. I. HERE ſhall be, in the legiſlature of this com = 
ee e 27 repreſentation of the people, annually elected 255 | 
W founded upon the principle of equality. £4 5 

II. And in order to provide for a repreſentation of de eit . 
zens of this common wealth, founded on the principle” of equa. :- 
lity, every corporate town, containing one hundred and fifty 
_ Fateable polls, may ele& one repreſentative ';z—every corporate 
| ww e three Hundred and Mo at W Polls, 2 
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III. 
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2 
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ing his election; and at the time of his election he thall be an 
inhabitant in the diſtri, for which he "halt be cheſ en 
VI. The ſenate ſhall have power to adjourn themlelves, pros 0 
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55 may deft two r repreſentatives 1 every corporate town, containing 


_—_ 7 


: and proceeding in that manner, making two hundred and twen- 
ty five reateable polls the mean RO bats for "A * 
ditional repreſentative : 


ne one hundred and fifty rateable 


tarning home, once in every ſeſſion and no more, ſhall be paid 


a | be houſe, and does not depart without leave, 
| cheſen by written votes; and for one year at leaſt,” next pre- 


+ been ſeized, in his own right, of a freehold- of the value of one 
_ hundred pounds, within the town he ſhall be choſen to repreſent, 
- 6 any rateable eſtate, to the value of two hundred po 
pe ſhallceaſe to repreſent the fa;d town, immialy n * $. Cea- 
hog) to be qualified as aforzſnd. 


i in the choice of a nee or ee for the faid 


is Jaſt Wedneſday of that month. 


. : this commonwealth ; and all impeachments, an by ems tha 
. * 


« - f ; 5 — 


EW 


— 


fix hundred reh polls, may eleft three repreſentatives 3. 


Provided nevertheleſs, tx at each town now | Incorputuntied; not 
having one hundred and fifty rateable polls, may ele& one repre- 
ſentative. But no place ſhall hereafter be incorporated with the 
privilege of electing a repreſentative, _— there oy: "Ow the 


And the houſe of repreſentatives all have power, — 
nme to time, to impoſe fines upon ſuch towns, as ſhall neglect 
to chooſe and return members to the ſame, une to this 
conſtitution. 


The expenſes of travelling to the general diy A re- 


by the government, out of the public treaſury, lo every member 
who ſhall at:end as ſcaſonably as he can, in the Judgment: of 


III. Every member of the houſe of repreſentatives hall be 


ceding bis ele section, ſhall have been an inhabitant of, and have 


. DD Annie A. os a Ka. PTS 8 _— EST RP TI TIRE Hero Ce. es nan 


unds; and 


IV. Eve y mal: perſon (being teentyrone years of age, 5 
reſident in any partiular town in this commonwealth, for the. 
Pace of one year hext preceding) having a freehold eſtate with. 
in the ſame ton, of the annual income of 'three pounds, or 
any eſtate of the value of ſixty pounds: ſhall have a right to vote 


wi. ww 00 wa as 


en. 
. The er of the e of rapteſhnintives fhall be the 
#1 annually, in the month of May, ten ny at Van, n the 


vi. The houſe of repreſentatives hall be grad nc of 


card and tried by the ſenate. 
TROY 85 n . . i be in the bat of * 


N , 9. 
6 T3: 20; 
2. 3 


— f 4 * 


EO 7 1 che ſenate. may propoſe or concur oe 3 „ 


| as on other bills, x 1 


VIII. The houſe of e eee hat have power to ad... 
journ themſelves: provi led ſuch e ſhall 8 exceed. | 
two days at a time. 


IX. Not lefs, than fixty members <p the houſe of „ 3 f 8 
| tives, ſhall conſtitute a quorum for doing buſineſs. | 


X. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall be the judge of the. . 
returns, elections, and qualifications of its own members, as 
pointed out in the conſtitution; ſhall chooſe their own ſpeaker ;. 


| appoint their own officers, and ſettle their rules and orders + - | 


proceeding in their own houſe, They ſhall have authority to pu- 
niſh, by impriſonment, every. perſon, (not a member). who ſhall 
be guilty: of diſreſpect to the houſe, by any diforderly or con- 
temptuous behaviour in its preſence; or who, in the town where. - 


tie general court is fitting, and during the time of its 8 es EY 


ſhall threaten harm to the body or eſtate of any of its e 


for any thing ſaid or done in the houſe; or Who ſhall affault 


any of them therefor ; or who ſhall aſſault, or arreſt any wit= 
neſs, or other perſon, ordered to attend the houſe, in his way. 
in going, or returning; or who. ſhall reſcue * perſon ele! 
by the order of the houſe. _. 

And no member of the houſe of . mall be arref- 


ted, or held to bail on meſne proceſs, during his going unto, re- 


turning from; or his attending the general aſſembly, 7 

XI. The ſenace ſhall have the ſame powers 1n the like. eas "> 
and the governor and council ſhall have the ſame authority to 
puniſh in like caſes: — provided that no impriſonment, od the 
warrant or order of the govervor, council, ſenate, or houſe of 


repreſentatives, for either of the above deferived offences, be 


for a term exceeding thirty GET 
And the ſenate and houle of repreſentatives may try, and 7 
termine, all caſes, where their rights and privileges are concerns. 
ed, and which, by the conflitution, they have authority to try 
and F by committees of their own members, or in TR... 
other way as they may reſpeRively think beſt. | 
CHAP. Vf. POWER. 
S E S isn I, GOVER NOK 5 
Ar. I. THERE ſhall bela ſupreme executive as: 
who ſhall be ſtiled, The governor of the commonwealth of 
M.T:ickoſetts ; and hot title ſhall be, His excellency.. 
N. The gove: nor thall be choſen aunually-: a no res 
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5 ſhall be alizible to this office, unleſs, at the time of his + elefion, 
hae ſhall have been an inhabitant of this commonwealth, for ſeven 
years next preceding; and unleſs he ſhall, at the ſame time, ny 
leized, in his own right, of a freehold within the. commonwealth, 


of the value of one thouſand pounds; and unleſs he ſhall declare 
kimſelf to be of the chriſtian religion. 7 


III. Thoſe perſons, who ſhall be qualified to ve vote for e 


and repreſentatives, within the ſeveral towns of this common- 

Wealth, ſhall, at a meeting, toqꝶe called for that purpoſe, on the 

_ - fixft Monday of April x 

nor, to the ſele&men, who ſhall preſide at ſuch meetings; and 
the town=clerk, in the preſence and with the aſſiſtance of the ſe- 
lectmen, ſhall, in open town-meeting, ſort and court the votes, 
and form a liſt of the perſons voted "for," with the number of 


en their votes for a gover- 


votes for each perſon, againſt his name; and ſhall make a fair 


8 record of the ſame in the town books, and a public declaration 


-thereef in the ſaid meeting; and ſhall, in the preſence of the 
inhabitants, ſeal up copies of the ſaid VR, atteſted by him and 
the ſelectmen, and tranſmit the ſame to the ſheriff of the county, 
thirty days at leaſt before the laſt Wedneſday in May ; and the 


_ ſheriff ſhall tranſmit the ſame to the ſeeretary's office, ſeventeen 
days at leaſt before the ſaid laſt Wedneſday in May; or the ſe. 


lectmen may cauſe returns of the ſame to be made to the office 


of the ſecretary of the commonwealth, feventeen days at leaft 
before the ſaid day; and fhe ſecretary fall lay the ſame before 


the ſenate, and the houſe of repreſentatives, on the laſt Wedneſ- 


4, day in May, to be by them examined : and in caſe of an elec- 
tion, by a majority of all the votes returned, the choice ſhall 


be by them declared and publiſhed, But if no perſon ſhall have 
a majority of votes, the houſe of repreſentatives ſhall, by ballet, 
ele& two out of four perſons, who had the higheſt number of 


Votes, if ſo many ſhall have Oeen voted for ; but if otherwiſe, 


out of the number voted for; and make alan to the ſenate, 


of the two perſons ſo elected 3 on which the ſenate ſhall proceed, 


by ballot, to ele& one, who mall be declared governor. 


IV. The governor ſhall have authority, from time to time, at 
kis diſcretion, to aſſemble and call together the counſellors of 


this commonwealth fer the-time being ; and the governor, with 


the faid counſellors, or five of them at leaſt, ſhall, and may, from 


time to time, hold and keep a council, for the ordering. and di- 


_refting the affairs of the commonwealth, 1 WES to 4s Fe | 


a 


. and the laws of the Jand, : 5 


— 
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v. Thz * with - ate: of e mall 1 full — 


power and authority, during the ſeſſion of the general court, ts 


adjourn or prorogue the ſame, to any time the two houſes ſhall. 5 


deſire; and to diffolve the ſame, on the day next preceding 
the laſt Wedneſday in May; and, in the receſs of the ſaid court, 


to prorogue the ſame, from time to time, not exceeding ninety. 


days in any one receſs; and to call it together ſooner than the 


time to which it may be adjourned or prorogued, if the wel- 
fare of the commonwealth ſhall require the ſame. And in cafe. 
of any infectious diſtemper prevailing in the place, where the 


ſaid court is next at any time to convene, or any other cauſe. D 
happening, whereby danger may ariſe. to the health or lives of _ 
the members from their attendance, he may ditect the ſeſſion ts, 

be held at ſome other the moſt convenient PR within the 


ſtate, N 


And the governor bat diflolve the fd general court, on the : 
| * next preceding the laſt Wedneſday in May, 
VI. In caſes of diſagreement between the two! houſes, with 


_— 


2 


regard to the neceſſity, expediency, or time of adjournment, or — 


proregation, the governor, with advice of the council, ſhall haye f 


a right to adjourn or prorogue the general court, not exceed- 


ing ninety days, as he ſhall determine the pablo, good N ll re. 


quire. 


and of all the military forces of the ſtate, by ſea and land; and 


ſhall have full power, by himſelf, or by any communden, or 
ether officer or officers, from time to time, to train, inſtruct, 
exerciſe and govern the militia and navy; and for the ſpecial 
defence and ſafety of the commonwealth, to aſſemble in mar- 


VII. The governor of this commonwealth, for the time. ls. : 
ing, ſhall be the commander in chief of the army and navy, 


tial array, and put in warlike poſture, the inhabitants thereof; " 


and to lead and conduct them, and with them to encounter, re- 


pel, reſift, expel, and purſue, by force of arms, as well by ſea as 


by land, within or without the limits of this commonwealth, 


and alc te kill, ſlay, and deftroy, if necefſzry, and conquer, bs” | 
zl fitting ways, enterpriſes, and means whatſoever, all and eve- _ 
Ip fuch perſon and perſons, as ſhall, at any time hereafter, in 

_=#-hoſtile manner, attempt or enterpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion, 
5 detriment, or annoyance of this commonwealth; and to-uſe and 
_ Exerciſe, over the army and navy, and over the militia in actual 
"ſervice, the law-martial, in time of war or invaſion, and alſo in 


vas, of rebellion e 15 the legillature to * as „ 
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n mal Ke require; and to take Ant Tyr wg by SY 


Ways and means whatt oe ver, all and every fach perſon or per- 
15 ſons (Wich their ſhips, arms, ammunition, and other goods) 


as ſh il, in a hoſtile manner, invade, or attempt the invading, 
conquering,or annoying this com! mnonwealth ; ; and that the gover- 
nor be entruſted with all theſe and other powers, incident to the 


offices of captain-general, and com man ſer in chief, and admi- 
*ral, to be exerciſed agreeably to the rules and regulations of the 


conſtitution, and the laws of the land, and not otherwiſe. 
Provided, that the ſaid governor ſhall not, at any time here.” 
after, by virtue of any power, by this conſtitution granted, or. 


'. hereafter to be granted to him by the legiſlature, tranſport any 

_ of the inhabitants of this commonwealth, or oblige them to march 
out of the limits of the ſame, without their free and Voluntary 
conſent, or the conſent of the general court; except ſo far as 

may be neceſſary to march or tranſport them by land or water, 

ſor the defence of ſuch part of the Rate, to watch they cannot 
otherwiſe conveniently have acceſs. 


VIII. The power of pardoning 4 except wa as . 


| hs may be convicted of before the ſenats by an impeachment 
of the houſe, ſhall be in the governor, by and with the advice 


of "council : but no charter of pardon, granted by the gover- 
nor, with advice of the council, before conviction, ſhall avail 


die party pleading the ſame, notwithſtanding any general or 


particular expreſſions contained therein, deſcriptive of f the offence 


Or 6ffences intended to be pardoned. 


IX. All judicial officers, the attorney general, the Rue 


8 5 general, all ſhzriffs, coroners, and regiſters of probate, ſhall be 


nominated and appointed by the governor, by and with the ad. 
vice and conſent of the council; and every ſuch nomination 
mall be made by the governor, and made at leaſt ſeven days 


| heme: to ſuch appointment. 


X. The captains and ſubalterns of the militia ſhall be elected 


by the written votes of the train band and alarm liſt of their 


reſpeRtive companies, of twenty. one years of age and upwards. 
The fell officers of regiments ſhall be elected by the written 


Votes of the captains and ſubalterns of their reſpective regi- 
ments. The brigadiers ſhall be elected 3 in like manner, by the 

field officers of their reſpective brigades, And ſuch officers, fo 
dlected, hall be commiſſioned by the e who = deter- 
mine their rank. © 
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manner of o—— Ee 3 and of colle8ting votes, and | 
of certifying to the governor the officers elected. 


'The major genen als ſhall be appointed by the a 1 bowler 1 „ 9 
e 1 


of nents each having a n upon. the 
be commiſſioned by the governo. 8 
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And if the electors of brigadiers, field eee captains, BO Fee 


ſubalterns, ſhall negle& or refuſe to make ſuch elections, alter 


being duly notified, according to the laws for the time being, 


then the governor, with advice of council, Q all appoing fuirable N ” 


perſons to fill ſach offices. 


And no officer, duly commiſſioned to . in 1 1 N 
ſhall. be removed from his office, but by the addreſs of box 
houſes to the governor; or by fair trial in court martial, i 


ſuant to the laws af the commonwealth for the time being; | 


The commanding officers of regiments ſhall appoint their ads. = | 
jutants and quartermaſter 83 the brigadiers their brigade majors ; ; 
and the major generals their aids z an the governor ſhall _ 1 


point the adjutant general. 


1 [EE ID 
The governor, with advice of BER, ſhall appoint: all officers 5-719 


of the conginental army, whom (by the confederation of the 


united ſtates) it is provided that this commonwealth ſhall * 5 ; 


point, as alſo all officers of forts and garriſons, 


The diviſions of the militia, into brigades, regiments Br Be 


companies, made in purſuance of the militia Jaws now in ſorce,: 


ſhall be confidered as the proper diviGons of the militia of this = 
commonwealth, until the fame mall be altered in PRION: . „ 


ſome future lag. 
XI. No monies Mall be ie out of the treaſury of hap coms. 


monwealth, and diſpoſed of (except ſuch ſums, as may be ap». 
propriated for. the redemption of hills of credit or treaſurer s 
notes, or for the payment of intereſts ariſing thereon) but by. | 
warrants under the hand of the governo for the time being, with 
the advice and conſent of the council, for the neceſſ⸗ ary Ae „ 
and ſupport of the commonwealth and for the protection and ti 


preſervation of the inhabitants Fes eee to the 55 N85 


reſolves of the general court. „ 
XII. All public boards, the commiſſary- general, all ſaperin- 25 


tending officers of public magazines and ſtoree, belonging a pF I 


this commonwealch, and all commanding officers of forts and : 
garriſons within the ſame, ſhall, onco in every three months, of- 
ficially, and without requiſition, and at other times, When re- 


N by: the e e to bim * account: "_ 1 : 
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fores; proviſions, ammunition, cannon with their appendages 

and ſmall arms with their accoutrements, and of all other pub. 
lie property whatever under their care reſpectively ; diſtinguiſh- 
ing the quantity, number, quality and kind of each, as parti- 
eularly as may be; together with the condition of ſuch forts 
and garriſons. And the ſaid commanding officer ſhall exhibit to 
the governor, when required by him, true and exact plans of 
ſach forts, and of the land and fea, or harbour or harbours 
adjacent. | 

And the ſaid boards, and all public officers, mall commu ni. 
eate to the governor, as ſoon as may be, after receiving the 
ſame, all letters, diſpatches, and intelligence of a public nature, 
which ſhall be directed to them reſpectively. 

XIII. As the public good requires, that the governor ſhould 
not be under the undue influence of any of the members of 
the general court—by a dependance o them for his ſupport— 
that he ſhould, in all caſes, act with freedom for the benefit of 
the public — that he no. ald not have his attention neceſſarily di- 
verted from that object, to his prirate concerne—and that he 
mould maintain * dignity of the commonwealth, in the cha- 
racter of its chief magiſtrate—it is neceſſary that he ſſiould have 
an henour: ble ſtate "Galary, of a fixed and permanent value, 
amply ſufficient for thoſe pur poſes, and eſtabliſhed by ſtanding 
laws : and it ſhail be among the fi-it acts of the general court, 
after the commencement of this conſtitution, to eſt abliſn ſuch 
_ ſalary by law accordingly. 

Permanent and honourable ſalaries ſhall alſo be eſtab] iſhed by 
law, for the juſtices of the ſu preme judicial court. 

And tif it hall be found, that any of the ſalories aforeſaid, ſo 
effabliſhed, are iniufficient, they ſhall, from time to time, be en» 
larged, as the general court mall judge proper. 
. 

SECT. I..LIEUTENAN I-GOVERNOR. 

ArxT. I. THERE ſhall be annually elected a lieutenant- 
governor of the commonwealth of Miſſachuſetts, whoſe title 
ſhall be, his honour 3 and who ſhall be qualified, in point of 

Mon, property, and reſidence in the commonweaith, in the 
ſame manner with the governor : and the day and manner of his 
election, and the qualihcations of the electors, ſhall be the ſame 
as are required in the election o a governor. The return of the 
vo es for this officer, and the declaration of his election ſhall be 
in the ſame manner ; and if no one perſon ſhall be found te have 
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2 majority of all the votes returned, the vacancy ſhall be filled 
by the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, 1 in the ſame manner as 
the governor is to be elected in caſe no one perſon ſhall have a 
majority of the votes of the people to be go-vernor, 

II. The governor, and, in his abſence, the lieutenant-gover- 


nor, ſhall be the preſident of the council; but ſhall have no vote 


in council: and the lieutenant-governor hall always be a member 
of the council, except when the chair of the governor ſhall be 
vacant. 

III. Whenever the chats of the governor ſhall be vacant, by 
reaſon of his geath, or abſence from. the commonwealth, or 


ring ſuch vacancy, perform all the duties incumbent upon the 
governor, and ſhall have and exerciſe all the power's and autho- 
rities, which, by this conſtitution, the governor is veſted vary 
when per ſonally preſent. 

CHAP. I. 


SECT. III. Council, and the manner of feitling elections 


by the legiſiature. 

1 I. THERE ſhall be a council, for adviſing the gover- 
nor in the executive part of government, to conſiſt of nine per- 
ſons, beſides the lieutenant-governor, whom the governor for the 
time being, ſhall have full power and authority, from time to 


otherwiſe, the lieutenant-governor for the time being, ſhall, du- 


* 


time, at his diſcretion, to aſſemble and call together. And the 


governor, with the ſaid counſellors, or five of them at leaſt, ſhall 
and may, from time to time, hold and keep a council, for the 
ordering and directing the affairs ef the commonwealth, accord- 
ang to the laws of the land. 

II. Nine counſellors ſhall be annually choſen, from among the 
perſons returned for counſellors and ſenators, on the laſt Wed- 
neſday 1 in May, by the joint ballot of the ſenators and repreſent- 
atives aſſembled in ene room. And in caſe there ſhall not be 


found, upon the firſt choice, the whole number of nine perſons, 


who will accept a ſeat in the council, the deficiency ſhall be 


made up by the electors aforeſaid, from among the people at 
large; and the number of ſenators left, ſhall eonſtitute the ſenate 
for the year. The ſeats of the perſons, thus elected from the 


ſenate, and accepting the truſt, all be vacated in the ſenate. 
III. The counſellors, in the civil arrangements of the com- 


monwealth, ſhall have rank, next after the lieutenant-governor. 


IV. Not more than two counſellors ſhall be choſen out of any 
one WEIR of this commonwealth, 
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* The reſolutions and advice of the e ſhalt be ed 
in a regiſter, and ſigned by the members preſent; and this re. 
cord may be called for, at any time, by either houle of the le. 
giſlature; and any member of the council may inſert his opinion, 
contrary to the reſolution of the majority. | 

VI. Whenever the office of the governor and lieutenant-gover- 

nor ſhall be vacant, by reaſon of death, abſence, or otherwi.e, 
then the council, or the major part of them, ſhall, during ſuch 
vacancy, have full power and authority, to do, and execute, all 
and every ſuch acts, matters, and things, as the governor or 
| Heutenant-governor might or could, by virtue of this conſtitu- 
tion, do or execute, it they or either of chem, were perſonally 
preſent. 


VII. And whereas the elections, appointed to de made by 


this conſtitution, on the laſt Wedneſday in May annually, by 
the two houſes of the legiſlature, may not be r on that 
day, the faid elections may be adjourned, from day to day, until 
the ſame ſhail be completed. And the order of clections ſhall 
be as follows: the vacancies in the ſenate, if any, hol: firſt be 
filled up; the governor and lieutenant-governor ſha!] then be 
elected, provided there ſhall be no choice of them by the people: 
and afterwards the two houſes ſhall proceed to the election of 
the council. 
| CAP. It 
S E C T. IV. Secretary, treaſurer, commiſſary, Sc. 
ART. I. TH ſecretary, treaſurer, and receiver general, and 
the commiſſary general, notaries public, and naval officers, ſhall 
be choſen annually, by joint ballot of the ſenators and repreſent- 
atives in one room. And that the citizens of this commonwealth 
may be aſſured, from time t: time, that the monies remaining in 
the public treaſury, upon the ſettlement and liquidation of the 
public accounts, are their property, no man ſha be eligible, as 
treaſurer and receiver gener al, more than five years ſucceſſively. 
II. The records of the commonwealth ſhall be kept kr tlie 
office of the ſecretary, who may appoint his deputies, for whoſe 
conduct he ſhall be accountable: and he ſhall attend the gover- 
nor and council, che ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, in per- 
88 or by his deputies, as they ſnall reſpectively require, 
x CHAPTER: -H, | 
SUD I[CIARY POWER, 
Ar. I. THE tenure, t that all commiſſion officers ſhall by 
hw have in their offices Mall be expreſſed in their reſpective com- 
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miſions. All judicial officers, duly appointed, commiſſioned ad 
ſworn, ſhall hold their offices during good behaviour, excepting 
ſuch, concerning whom there is different proviſion made in this 


conſtitution z provided, nevertheleſs, the governor, with conſent 


of the council, may remove them upon the addreſs of both 
houſes of the legiſlature, 


II. Each branch of the legiſlature, as well as the governor 
and council, ſhall have authority, to require the opinions of the 
juſtices of the ſupreme judicial court, upon important queſtions | 


of law, and upon ſolemn occaſions. 

III. In order that the people may not ſuffer from the long 
continuance in place, of any juſtice of the peace, who ſhall fail 
of diſcharging the important duties of his office with ability or 
fidelity, all commiſſions of juſtices of the peace ſhall expire and 
become void, in the term of ſeven years from their reſpective 
dates: and upon the expiration of any commiſſion, the ſame may, 
if neceſſary, be renewed, or another perſon appointed, as ſhall 
moſt cenduce to the well-being of the commonwealth. 


IV. The judges of probate of. wills, and for granting letters 


ef adminiſtration, ſhall hold their courts at ſuch place or places, 


on fixed days, as the convenience of the people ſhall require. 


And the legiſlature ſhall, from time to time, hereafter appoint 
ſuch times and places; until which appointments, the ſaid courts 


ſhall be holden at the times and places, which the reſpective 
| judges ſhaR direct. | 


V. All cauſes of marriage, divorce, and alimony, and all ap- 


peals from the judges of probate, ſhali be heard and determined 


by the governor and council, until the legiſlature ſhall, by oy 


| make other proviſion. 


CHAPTER IV. 


DELEGATES w CONGRESS. 
THE delegates of this commonwealth to the congreſs of the 


united ſtates, ſhall, fometime in the month of June annually, be 


elected by the joint ballot of the ſenate and houſe of repreſen- 
tatives, aſſembled together in one room; to ſerve in congreſs 
for one year, to commence on the firſt Monday in November 
then next enſuing. They ſhall have commiſſions, under the hand 
of the governor, and the great ſeal of the commonwealth ; but 
may be recalled at any time within the year, and others choſen 
and commiſſioned in the ſame manner, in their ſtead, 
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The univerſity at C ambridge, and encouragement of litera- 
ture, Sc. 


SECTION I. The UNIVERSITY. 


Ax r. I. WHEREAS our walk and pious anceſtors, ſo early 
as the year one thouſand ſix hundred and thirty-ſix, laid the 
foundation of Harvard college; in which. univerſity many per- 
ſons of great eminence, have, by the bleſſing of God, been ini- 
tiated in thoſe arts and ſciences, which qualified them for pub- 
lic employments, both in church and ftate: and whereas the 
_ encouragement of arts and ſciences, and all good literature, 
tends to the honour of God, the advantage of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, and the great benefit of this and the other united ſtates of 
America. It is declared, that the preſident and fellows 'of Har- 
vard college, in their corporate capacity, and their ſucceſſors 
in that capacity, their officers and ſervants, ſhall have, hold, uſe, 
exerciſe, and enjoy all the powers, authorities, rights, liberties, 
privileges, immunities and franchiſes, which they new have, 
or are entitled to have, hold, uſe, exerciſe and enjoy: and the 
" Fame are hereby ratified and confirmed unto them, the ſaid pre- 
ſident and fellows of Harvard college, and to their ſucceſſors, 
and to their officers and ſervants, reſpectively, forever. 

II. And whereas there have been, at ſundry times, by divers 
perſons, gifts, grants, deviſes of houſes, lands, tenements, 
goods, chattles, legacies, and conveyances, heretofore made, either 
to Harvard college, an Cambridge, in New England, or to the 
preſident and fellows of Harvard college, or to the ſaid college, by 
ſome other deſcription, under ſeveral charters ſucceſſively—it is 
declared, that all the ſaid gifts, grants, deviſes, legacies, and 
conveyances, are hereby forever confirmed unto the preſident 
and fellows of Harvard college, and to their ſucceſſors in the 
capacity aforef d, according to the true intent and meaning of 
the donor or donors, grantor or grantors, deviſor or deviſors. 
III. And whereas, by an act of the general court of the co- 
lony of Maſſachuſetts-bay, paſſed in the year one thouſand fix 

hundred and forty-two, the governor and .eputy governor, for 
the time being, and all the mag:“ aat juriſdiction, were, 
with the bent, and a r | - clergy in the ſaid act 
deſcribed, conftituted ti. of Harvard college—And 
it being neceſſary, in * Conſtitution of government, to 
aſcertain, who hal! ed ſucceſſors to the ſaid governor, 
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deputy-governor, and magiſtrates —it is declared, that the gover- 
nor, heutenant-governor, council, and ſenate of this common- 
wealth, are, and ſhall be deemed their ſucceſſors; who, with the 
preſident of Harvard-college, for the time being, together with 
the miniſters of the congregational churches, in the towns of 
Cambridge, Watertown, Charleftown, Boſton, Roxbury, and 
Dorcheſter, mentioned in the ſaid act, ſhall be, and hereby are, 
veſted with all- the powers and authority belonging, or in any 
way appertaining, to the overſeers of Harvard college pro- 
vided, that nothing herein ſhall be conſtrued to prevent the le- 
giſlature of this commonwealth, from making ſuch alterations 
in the government of the ſaid univerſity, as ſhall' be conducive 


to its advantage, and the intereſt of the republic of letters, in 
as full a manner, as might have been done by the legiſlature f 


the late province of the Maſfachuſetts- bay. 

CAP. V. SECT. II. The encouragement of literature. 

WISDOM and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffuſed ge- 
nerally among the body of the people, being neceſſary for the 
preſervation of their rights and liberties ;. and as theſe depend on 
ſpreading the opportunities and advantages of education, in the 
various parts of the country, and among the different orders of 
the people, it ſhail be the duty of the legiſlatures and magiſtrates, 
in ell future periods of this commonwealth, to cheriſh the inte-. 


reſts of e and the ſciences, and all ſeminaries of them; 
J. 


eſpecially the univerſity at Cambriage, pubnc iche and grama 


mar ſchools in the towns; to encourage private ſocieties and 
public inſtitutions, by rewards and immunities, for the promo- 
tion of agriculture, arts, ſciences, commerce, trades, manufac. 


tures, and a natural hiſtory of the country; to countenance 


and. mculcate the principles of humanity and general benevo- 
lence, public and private charity, induſtry, and frugality, ho- 
neſty and punctuality in their dealings; ſincerity, good humour; 
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Non all ſocial affections and generous ſentiments among the . | 


CHAP I 6 XX YE | | 
Oath: and ſubſcriptions ; incompatibiliiy f and excluſion from "offices; 


pecuniary qualifications ; commiſſions ; writs ; confirmation of 


laws ; habeas corpus; the enactingſtile; continuance of officers ; 

pro 1 for a future reviſal of the conſtitution, &c. 

ART. I. Any perſon, choſen governor, or lieutenant gover- 
nor, counſellor, ſenator, or repreſentative, and accepting the 
truſt, ſhall, before he proceed to execute the duties of his place or 
effice, take, make and ſubſcribe the following declaration, viz.— 
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ce I, A. B. do declare, that L believe the chriſtian religion, and 
have a firm perſuaſion of its truth; and that I am ſeized and 
poſſeſſed, in my own right, of the property, required by the con- 
ſtitution, as one qualification for the office or place, to which I 
am elected.“ 

And the governor, lieutenant governor, and ore; mal 
make and ſubſcribe the ſaid declaration, in the preſence of the 


two houſes of afſembly ; and the ſenators and repreſentatives 
Krſt elected under this conftitution, before the preſide 
of the council of the former conſtitution ; and, forever after= 


d five 


wards, before the governor and council for the time being. 
And every perſon, choſen to either of the places or offices 


aforeſaid, as alſo any perſon, appointed or commiſſioned to any 


judicial, executive, military , or other office under the govern- 
ment, ſhall, befere he enters on the diſcharge of the buſineſs of 
his place or office, take and ſubſcribe the following dralnr ation, 
and oaths or affirmations, via. 

« I, A. B. do truly and fincerely . profeſs, teſti- 
fy, and declare, that the commonwealth of Maſſachuſetts is, and 
of right ought to be, a fr 5 ſovereign and independent ſtate; and 
I do ſwear, that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the. ſaid 
commonwealth, and vas I will defend the ſame, againſt traitorous 
conſpiracies, and all hoflile attempts whatſoever: :—and that J 
do renounce and abjure all allegiance, ſubjection, and obedience, 
to the king, queer or gowerument of Great Britain, as the caſe 


may be, and every other foreign power whatſoever :—And that no 


foreign prince, perſon, prelate, ſtate or potentate, hath, or ought 
to have, any juriſdiction, ſuperiority, pre-eminence, authority, 


diſpenſing, or other power, in any matter, civil, eccleßaſtical, or 


ſpiritual, within this commonwealth; except the authority and 


power, which is or may be veſted, by their conſtituents, in the 


congreſs of the united fates : and I do further teſtify and de- 
clare, that no man or body of men, hath or can have any right to 
ablolve or diſcharge me from the obligation of this oath, de- 
claration or afhrmation ; and that I do make this acknowledg- 
ment, profeſſion, 6 declaration, dental, renunciation 
and abjuration, heartily and truly, according to the common 


meaning and acceptation of the foregoing words, without any 


equivocation, mental evaſion, * 'or ſecret reſervation whatſoever, 


So help me God.“ 
« J, A. B. do ſolemnly ſwear and affirm, that I will faithfully 


and impartially diſcharge and perform all the duties, incumbent 
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on, me as | , according to- the beſt of my VET ON and 
underſtanding, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the 
conſtitution, and the laws of this commonwealth. So help me 


God. 2 | | - 


Provided always, that when any perſon choſen or e as 
aforeſaid, ſhall be of the denomination of the people called qua - 
kers, and ſhall decline taking the ſaid oaths, he ſhall make his 
affirmation in the foregoing form, and ſubſcribe the ſame, o- 
mitting the words, „Ido fwwear,” and abjure, © oath,” 
and abjufation, in the firſt oath; and in the ſecond oath, the 
words, © favear and; and in each of them the words, “ So belp- 
me God; San inſtead thereof, . This I do under the pains 
and penalties of perjury.” _ 

And the faid oaths or affirmations ſhall be taken and ſubſcri- 
bed, by the governor, lieutenant governor, and counſellors, 
before the preſident of the ſenate, in the preſence of the two 
houſes of aſſembly; and by the ſenators and repreſentatives firſt 
elected under this conſtitution,. before the preſident, and five of: 
the council, of the former conſtitution ; and, forever afterwards, 
before the governor and council for the time being : and by the 
reſidue of the officers aforeſaid, before ſuch perſons and in ſuch 
manner,.as from time to time ſhall be preſcribed, by the legiſ= 
lature. 


II. No governor, lieutenant governor or judge of the ſupreme | 


radia court, ſhall hold any other office, or place, under the au- 
thority of this commonwealth, except ſuch as by this conſtitution 
they are admitted. to hold, ſaving that the judges of the ſaid 
court may hold the offices of juſtices of the peace through the 


Rate; nor ſhall they hold any other place or office, or receive 


any penſion or ſalary, from {oy other ſtate, or government, or. 


power, whatever. 
No perſon ſhall be capable of holding or exerciliog, at the: 
ſame time, more than one of the following offices within this. 


ſtate, viz. judge of probate, ſheriff, regiſter of probate, or- 
regiſter of deeds: and never more than any two offices, which 
are to be held by appointment of the governor, or the governor: 
and council, or the ſenate, or the houſe of repreſentatives, or by 
the election of the people of the tate at lai ge, or of the people 


of any county, (military offices, and the office of juſtice of the : 


peace excepted) ſhall be held by one perſon. 
No perſon, holding the office of judge of the ſupreme e 
court, ſecretary, attorney. -general, ſolicitor general, treaſurer or 
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receiver-general, judge of probate, commiſſary- general ; + prefi. | 


dent, profeſſor, or inſtructor of Harvard college; ſheriff, clerk 
of the houſe of repreſentatives, regiſter of prebate, regiſter of 
deeds, clerk. of the ſupreme judicial court, clerk of the inferior 
court of common pleas, or officer of the cuſtoms, (including in 


this deſcription naval officers) ſhall at the ſame time have a ſeat 


| 1a the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives ; but their being choſen 
or appointed to, and accepting the ſame, ſhall operate as a re- 
ſignation of their ſeat in the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives ; i 
and the place ſo vacated ſhall be filled up. 

And the ſame rule ſhall take place, in caſe any judge, of the 
. aid ſupreme judicial court, or judge of probate, ſhall accept a 
ſeat in council; or any counſellor ſhall accept of either of thoſe 
offices or places. 

And no perſon ſhall ever be admitted to hold a TT in the le- 
giſlature, or any office of truſt or importance under the govern- 
ment of this commonwealth, who ſhall, in the due courſe of law, 
have been convicted of bribery, or e in obtaining an 
election or appointment. — 

III. In all caſes, where ſums of money are mentioged i in this 
eonſtitution, the value thereof ſhall be computed in filver, at 


fix ſhillings and eight-pence per ounce; and it ſhall be in the 


power of the legiſlature, from time to time, to increaſe ſuch qua- 
lifications, as to property, of the perſons to be elected into offices, 
as the circumſtances of the commonwealth ſhall require. 

IV. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name of the commonwealth 
of Maſſachuſetts, ſigned by the governor, and atteſted by the 
ſecretary or his deputy, and have the great ſeal of the common: 
wealth affixed thereto. 

V. All writs, iſſuing out of the clerk's office, in any of the 
eourts of law, ſhall be in the name of the commonwealth of 
Maſſachuſetts : they ſhall be under the ſeal of the court from 
whence they iſſue : they ſhall bear teſt of the firſt juſtice of the 
court, to which they ſhall be returnable, (who is not a party) 
and be ſigned by the clerk of ſuch court, 

VI. All the laws, which have heretofore been adopted, uſed 
and approved in the province, colony, or ſtate of Maſſachuſetts- 

bay, and uſually practiſed on in the courts of law, ſhall ill 
remain and be in full force, until altered or repealed by the le- 
giſlature: ſuch parts only excepted, as are repugnant to the 
rights and liberties contained in this conſtitution. 

VII. The privilege and benefit of the writ of habeas corpus 
ſhall be enjoyed in this commonwealth, i in the moſt free, ealy, 


* 
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fi- cheap, expeditious and ample manner; and ſnall not be ſuſ- 
k WW pended by the legiſlature, except upon the moſt urgent and 
of preſſing occaſions, and for a limited time, not exceeding twelve 
or months. 
in VIII. The enacting tile, in making and paſſing all acts, fta- 
at WM tutes, and laws, ſhall be, Be it enacted by the ſenate and 
en houſe of repreſentatives, in general court aſſembled, and by the 
e- authority of the ſame. 
s: IX. To the end there may be no failure of juſtice, or danger 
ariſe to the commonwealth, from a change of the form of go- 
the vernment,—all officers, civil and military, holding commiſſions 
t a under the government and people of Maſſachuſetts Bay in New {| 


ole England, and all other officers of the ſaid government and peo- 2M 
ple, at the time this conſtitution ſhall take effect, ſhall have, held, 


le- uſe, exerciſe, and enjoy, all the powers and authority to them / 
N- granted or committed, until other perſons ſhall be appointed in | 
vw, their ſtead : and all courts of law ſhall proceed in the execution : 


an olf the buſineſs of their reſpective departments; and all the ex- 
eeutive and legiſlative officers, bodies, and powers ſhall conti- 


his nue in full force in the enjoyment and exerciſe of all their truſts, 
at employments, and authority; until the general court, and the 
the ſupreme and executive officers, under this conſtitution, are de- 
ua- ſignated and inveſted with their reſpective truſts, Fun. and 
es, authority. 3 1 
X. In order the more effectually to adhere to the principles of 3 
[th the conſtitution, and to correct thoſe violations which by any _ 
the means may be made therein, as well as to form ſuch alterations a 
on - as from experience ſhall be found neceſſary, the general court, f 


which ſhall be in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hun- 
the dred and ninety five, faall iſſue precepts to the ſelectmen of the 
of ſeveral towns and to the aſſeſſors of the unincorporated planta- 
rom tions, directing them to convene the qualified voters of their re- 
the ſpective towns and plantations, for the purpoſe of collecting their 
ty) ſentiments, on the neceſſity or expediency of reviſing the conſti- — 
tution in order to amendments. 7 
aſed And if it ſhall appear, by the returns made, that two thirds * 
tts- of the qualified voters throughout the ſtate, who ſhall aſſemble 
Rl and vote in conſequence of the ſaid precepts, are in favour of 
le-W ſuch reviſion or amendment, the general court ſhall iſſue pre- 
the cepts, or direct them te be iſſued from the ſecretary's office, to 


the ſeveral towns, to elect delegates. to meet in convention, for 
you the purpoſe aforeſaid. 
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The ſaid delegates to be choſen in the ſame manner and pro- 
portion, as their repreſentatives, in the ſecond branch of the le. 
giſlature, are by this conſtitution to be choſen. 

XI. This form of government ſhall be enrolled on parchment, 


and depoſited in the ſecretary's office, and be a part of the laws 


of the land; and printed copies thereof ſhall be prefixed to the 


book es the laws of this commonwealth, in all future 


editions of the ſaid laws. 
| FAME S BOWDOILIN, Prejident, 
Atteſt. SAMUEL BARRET, Secretary. 
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Rhode Ifland charter, granted by king Charles II. in the fourteenth 


ysar of bis reign. 


Ruintadecima pars patenthum, Anno regni regis Carol bern di 


quintodecimo. 


HAREES the ſecond, by the grace of God, Ke. To all, 


fo whom theſe preſents ſhall come, greeting. Whereas we 
have been informed, by the petition of our truſty and well be- 


loved ſubjects, John Clarke, on- the behalf of Benedict Arnold, 


William Brenton, William Codington, Nicholas Eaſton, Willi- 
am Boulſton, John Porter, John Smith, Samuel Gorton, John 
Weekes, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, 


John Cogeſhall, Joſeph Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene, 


John Roome, Samuel Wildbore, William Field, James Barker, 
Richard Tew, Thomas Harris, and William Dyre, and the reſt 


of the purchaſers, and free inhabitants of our iſland called Rhode 
Ifland, and the reſt of the colony of Providence plantations, in 
the Narraganſet bay, in New England in America—That they, 
purſuing with peace and loyal minds their ſober, ſerious, and 
religious intentions, of godly edifying themſelves, and one ano- 


ther, in the holy chriſtian faith and worſhip as they were per- 


ſuaded together with the gaining over and converſion of the poor 


ignorant Indian natives, in thoſe parts of America, to the ſin- 


cere profeſſion and obedience of the ſame faith and worſhip, did 


not only, by the conſent and goed encouragement of our royal 


5 progenitors, tranſport themſelves, out of this kingdom of Eng- 
land, into America; but alſo ſince their arrival there, after their 


firſt ſettlement amongft other of our ſubjects in thoſe parts, for 
the avoiding of diſcord, and thoſe many evils which were like- 
ly to enſue upon thoſe our ſubjects, not being able to bear, in 
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thoſe remote parts, their different apprehenſions in religious 
concernments; and in purſuance of the aforeſaid ends, did once 
Bi again leave their deſirable ſtations and habitations, and with ex- 
ceſſi ve labour and travel, hazard and charge, did tranſplant. 
themſelves into the midſt 'of the Indian natives, who, as we are 
informed, are the moſt potent princes and people of all that 
country; where by the good providence of God, (from whom 
re the plantations have taken their name) upon their labour and 
induſtry; they have not only been preſerved to admiration, but 
have increaſed and proſpered, and are ſeized and poſſeſſed, by 
purchaſe and conſent of the ſaid natives, to their full content, of 
ſuch lands, iſlands, rivers, harbours, and roads, as are very 
convenient both for plantations, and alſo for building of ſhips, 
14 ſupply of pipe-ftaves, and other merchandiſe, which lie very 
commodious in many reſpects for commerce, and to accommodate, 
4; our ſouthern plantations, and may much advance the trade of 
this our realm, and greatly enlarge the territories thereof ; they 
having, by near neighbourhood to, and friendly ſociety with, 


I, the great body of Narraganſet Indians, given them encourage 
VC ment, of their own accord, to ſubje& themſelves, their people 
and lands unto us; whereby, as is hoped, there may, in time, 
d. by the bleſſing of God upon their endeavours, be laid a ſure 
i- WW foundation of happineſs to all America ;— 8 
wh And whereas, in their humble- 1 tbey have freely 1 | 
„ed, mat it is much on their hearts (if tney de permitted) to hom 


© forth a lively experiment, that a moſt flouriſhing civil ſtate may 
T> WW ftand, and beſt be maintained, and that among our Engliſh ſub- 
t jets, with a full liberty in religious concernments; and that 
4e true piety, rightly grounded upon goſpel principles, will give 
in 


the beſt and greateſt ſecurity to ſovereignty, and will lay in the 
Y» WM hearts of men the ſtrongeſt obligations to true loyalty ;— 


1d Now, know ye, that we—(veing willing to encourage the , 
155 hopeful undertaking of our ſaid loyal and loving ſubjects, and to | 
r- | {cure them in the free exerciſe and enjoyment of all their civil a 
or and religious rights appertaining to them, as our loving ſub- 3 
1- WW js, and to ſecure them in the free exerciſe and enjoyment : 
7 of all their civil and religious rights appertaining to them, 1 
a 


as our loving ſubjects; and to preſerve unto them that liberty, 
*in the true chriſtian faith, and worſhip of God, which they 
have ſought (with ſo much travel, and with peaceable minds a | 
and loyal ſubjection to our royal Progenitor s, and ourſelves) to 
enjoy; and becaulc ſome of the people and inhabitants of the 
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fame colony cannot, in their private opinion, conform to the 
public exerciſe of religion, according to the liturgy, form, and 
ceremonies of the church of England, or take or ſubſcribe the 
. oaths and articles, made and eftabliſhed in that behalf; and for 
that the ſame, by reaſon of the remote diftances of thoſe places; 
will, as we hope, be no breach of the unity and umformity ef. 
tabliſhed in this nation—) have therefore thought fit, and do 
hereby publiſh, grant, ordain, and declare that our royal will 
and pleaſure is 

That no perſon within the ſaid colony, at any time her eafter, 
mall be anywiſe moleſted, puniſhed, diſquieted, or called in queſ. 
tion, for any differences in opinion in matters of religion, who 
do not actually diſturb the civil peace of our ſaid colony; but 
that all and every perſon and perſons may, from time to time, 
and at all times hereafter, oy and fully have and enjoy his 
and their own judgments and conſciences, in matters of religi. 


ous concernments, throughout the tract of land hereafter men. 


tioned—they behaving themſel ves peaceably and quietiy, and 
not uſing this liberty, to licentiouſneſs and profaneneſs, nor to 
the civil injury or outward difturbance of others ;—any law, 
ſtatute or clauſe therein contained, or to be contained, uſage or 
cuſtom of this realm, to the eee hereof, in any wile not- 
withſtanding, 

And that they roay be in the better capacity to defend them- 
"tives, in their juſt rights and liberties, azainſt all the enemies of 
the chriſtian faith, and otheis, in all reſpects—we have further 
thought fit, and at the humble petition of the e afore- 
ſaid, are gr: ciouſly pleaſed to declare, 

That they ſhall. have and enjoy the benefit of our late act of 
indemnity, and free pardon, as the reſt of our ſubjects in other 
our dominions and territories have; and to create and make 
them a body politic or corporate, with the powers or privileges 
herein after mentioned. And accordingly, our will and pleature 
is, and of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mers motion, 
we have ordained, conſtituted ayd declared ; and by theſe preſents, 
for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, do 1 conſtitute, and de- 
clare, that they the ſaid William Brenton, William Codington, 
Nicholas Eaſton, Benedict Arnold, William Boulſton, John Por- 
ter, Samuel Gorton, John Smith, John Weekes, Roger Willi- 
ams, Thomas Olney, Gregory Dexter, John Cogeſhall, Joſeph 
Clarke, Randall Houlden, John Greene, John Roome, William 
Dyre, Samuel Wildbore, Richard Tew, William Field, Tho- 
mas Haris, James Barker, Rainſhorrow, 


4 
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Williams and: John Nickſon, and all ſuch others as are now, or 
d 
ne 


or 


ur colony of Providence plantations, in the Narraganſet bay, 

n New England, ſhall be, from time to time, and for ever here- 

iter, a body corporate and politic, in. fact and name, by the 
ame of the governor and company. of the Engliſh colony of 
Rhode Iſland, and Providence plantations, in New England, in 
America; and that by the ſame name, they and their ſucceſſors 
all and may have perpetual ſucceſſion, and ſhall and may be 
zerſons able and capable in the law to ſue and. be ſued, to plead 
ind be impleaded, to anſwer and to be anſwered unto, to defend 
ind to be defended, in all and ſingular ſuits, cauſes, quarrels, 
atters, actions, and things, of what kind or nature ſoever; 
zud alſo to have, take, poſſeſs, acquire, and purchaſe lands, te- 
ements, or hereditaments, or any goods or chattles, and the 
ſame to leaſe, grant, demiſe, alien, bargain, ſell, and diſpoſe of, 

Wt their own will and pleaſure, as other our liege people of this 
bur realm of England, or any corporation or 5 politic with- 
n the ſame, may lawfully do; 

And further, that they the ſaid governor and company, and 


f 


5 their ſucceflors, ſhall, and may, for ever hereafter, have a com- 

ot. Ron ſeal, to ſerve and uſe for all matters, cauſes, things, and 
fairs whatſoever, of them and their ſucceſſors; and the ſame 

8 eal to alter, change, break, and make new, from time to time, 

t their will and pleaſure, as they ſhall think fit. 

5 And further, we will and ordain, and by theſe preſents, for | 


is, our heirs and ſucceſiors, declare and appoint, that, for the 
better ordering and managing of the affairs and buſineſs of the 
19 aid company and their ſucceſſors, there ſhall be one governor, 
ne deputy-governor, and ten aſſiſtants, to be from time to 
ime conſtituted, elected, and choſen, out of the freemen of the 
aid company, for the time being, in ſuch manner and form, as 
s hereafter in theſe preſents expreſſed; which ſaid officers ſhall 
pply themſelves to take care, for the beſt diſpofing and order- 
g of.the general buſineſs and affairs of, and concerning the 
ands and hereditaments herein aftermentioned to be granted 
nd the plantation ther cof, and the government of the people 
re, ; 
And for the better execution of our royal pleaſure herein, we 
Pant lo, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, aſſign, name, conſtitute and 
fi 1 ppoint, the aforeſaid Benedict Arnold, to be the firſt and preſent 
Tho. LO of the ſaid company and the Gal William Brenton, ! 
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to be the 3 governor; and the faid William Boullton 
John Porter, Roger Williams, Thomas Olney, John Smith, 
John Greene, John Cogeſhall, James Barker, William Field, 
and Joſeph Clarke, to be the ten preſent aſhftants of the ſaid 
company, to continue in the ſaid ſeveral offices reſpectively, un. 
| tl the firſt Wedneſday which ſhall be in the month of May now 
next coming. 
And further, we will, and by theſs dem, foo” us, our heirs, 
and ſucceſſors, do ordain and grant, that the governor of the 
ſaid company, for the time being, or in his abſence, by occaſion 
of ſickneſs, or otherwiſe, by his leave or permiſſion, the deputy. 
governor for the time being, ſhall and may, from time to time, 
upon all occaſions, give order for the aſſembling of the ſaid com. 


pany, and calling them together, to conſult and adviſe of the 


buſineſs and affairs of the ſaid company; and that for ever here. 
after, twice in every year, that is to ſay, on every firſt Wednel. 
day in the month of May, and on every laſt. Wedneſday in 
October, or oftener, in caſe it ſhall be requiſite, the aſſiſtants, and 
ſuch of the freemen of the ſaid company, not exceeding fix per. 
ſons for Newport, four perſons for each of the reſpective towns 


of Providence, Portſmouth, and Warwick, and two perſons for 
each other place, town, or city, who ſhall be from time to tink: 


thereunto ele&ed or deputed, by the major part of the freemen 
of the reſpective towns or places to which they ſhall be ſo elec 
ted or deputed, ſhall have a general meeting er aſſembly, then 


and there to conſult, adviſe and determine, in and about the 


affairs and buſineſs of the ſaid company, and plantations. 

And further, we do, of our eſpecial grace, certain knowledge, 
and mere motion, give and grant unto the ſaid governor and 
company of the Engliſh colony of Rhode-Iſland and Providence 


plantations, in New England in America, and their ſucceſ- 


ſors, that the governor or in his abſence, or by his permiſſion, 
the deputy governor, of the ſaid company for the time being, 


the aſſiſtants, and ſich of the freemen of the ſaid company, a 


ſhall be ſo aforeſaid elected or deputed, or fo many of them 
as ſhall be preſent at ſuch meeting or aſſembly, as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be called the general aſſembly ; and that they, or the great- 
eſt part of them then preſent (whereof the governor or deputy- 
governor, and fix of the aſſiſtants at leaſt, to be ſeven, ) ſhall 
have, and have hereby given and granted unto them, full power 
and authority, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, to 
appoint, alter, and change ſuch days, times and places of meet- 
inz, and general aſſembly, as they ſhall think fit; and to chuſe, 
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„ vominate, and appoint ſuch and ſo many perſons as they ſhall think 
a, ft, and ſhall be willing to accept the ſame, to be free of the ſaid 
, company and body politic, and them into the ſame to admit; and 
id 


to ele, and conſtitute ſuch offices and officers, and to grant 
ſuch needful commiſſions, as they ſhall think fit, and requiſite, 
for ordering, managing, and diſpatching of the affairs of the 
faid governor and company, and their ſucceſſors; and from time 
Sto time, to make, ordain, conſtitute, and repeal, ſuch laws, fta- 
tutes, orders and ordinances, forms, and ceremonies of govern- 
ment and magiſtracy, as to them ſhall ſeem meet, for the good 
and welfare of the ſaid company, and for the government and or- 
dering of the lands and hereditaments herein after mentioned to 
de granted, and of the people that do, or at any time hereafter 
ſhall inhabit, or be within the ſame ; ſo as ſuch laws, ordinance*r, 
and conſtitutions, ſo made, be not cer and repugnant unto, 
but, (as near as may be) agreeable to, the laws of this our realm 
of England, conſidering the nature and conſtitution of the place 
and people there ; and alſo, to appoint, order, and direct, erect 
and ſettle ſuch places and courts of juriſdiction, for hearing and 
vns determining of all actions, caſes, matters and things, h2ppening 
for within ths laid colony and plantation, and which ſhall be in diſ- 
me pute, and depending there, as they ſhall think fit; and alſo to 
nen diſtinguiſh and ſet for th the ſeveral names and titles, duties, pow- 
ec Ners, and limits, of each court, office, and officer, ſuperior and in- 
hen {Wferior ; and alſo, to contrive and appoint ſuch forms of oaths and 
the Natteſtations, not repugnant, but (as near as may be) agreeable, as 
aforeſaid, to the laws and ſtatutes of this our realm, as are con- 
ige, Mrenient and requiſite, with reſpect to the due adminiſtration of 
and Wuſtice, and due execution and diſcharge of all offices and places 
ence of truſt, by the perſons that ſhall be therein concerned; and alſo 
ceſ· to regulate and order the way and manner of all elections to of- 
ion, Ifices and places of truſt, and to preſcribe, limit and diſtinguiſh 
ng, the number and bounds of all places, towns and cities, within 
„ {the limits and bounds herein after mentioned, and not herein par- 
hem {icularly named, that have or ſhall have this power of electing 
aid, Ind ſending of freemen to the ſaid general aſſembly; and alſo to 
eat · Norder, direct, and authorite the impoſing of lawful and reaſonable 
uty- Wires, mulets, impriſonments, and executing other puniſhments; 
ſhallpecuniary and corporal, upon offenders and delinquents, accord“ 
we g to the courſe of other corporations, within this cur kingdom 
„ io f En gland; and again, to alter, revoke, annul or pardon, und 
teet- their common ſeal, or otherwiſe, ſuch fines, mulcts, impriſon- 
juſe, nents, ſentences, juigments and condemnations, as ſhall be 
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thought fit; and to direR, rule, order, and diſpoſe of all other 
matters and things, aud particularly that which relates to the 
making of purchaſes of the native Indians, as to them ſhall ſeem 
meet; whereby our ſaid people, and inhabitants in the ſaid plan- 
tations, may be ſo religiouſly, peaceably, and civilly governed, as 
that, by their good life, and orderly converſation, they may win 
and invite the native Indians of the country, to the knowledge 
and obedience of the only true God and Saviour -of mankind; 

willing, commanding and requiring, and by theſe preſents, tor 


uz, our heirs, and ſucceſſors, ordaining and appointing, that all Þ 


ſuch laws, ſtatutes, orders, and ordinances, inſtructions, impo- 


- tions and directions, as ſhall be ſo made by the governor, de. 
puty, aſſiflants, and freemen, or ſuch number of them as afore. Þ 
faid, and publiſhed in writing under their common ſeal, ſhall be 


carefully and duly obferved, kept, per formed, and put in execu- 


tion, according to the true intent and meaning of the ſame. And 
theſe aur letters patents, or the duplicate or exemplification there. | 
of, ſhall be, to all and every ſuch officers, ſuperior or inferior, 
from time to time, for the putting of the ſame orders, laws, ſta- 
tutes, ordinances, inſtructions, and directions, in due execution, 
againſt us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, a n warrant and diſ. 


charge. 


And further, our will and pleaſure is, . we do ds, for 
vs, our heirs and ſucceſſors, eſtabliſh and ordain, that yearly, 
once in the year for ever hereafter, namely, the aforeſaid Wed - 

peſday in May, and at the town of Newport, or elſewhere, it 
urgent occaſion do require, the governor, deputy governor and 
aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, and other officers of the {aid compa· 

ny, or ſuch of them as the general aſſembly ſhall think fit, ſhall be 
in the faid general court or aſſembly, to be held from that day or 
time, newly choſen for the year enſuing, by the greater part of th 
ſaid company for the time being, as ſhall be then and there preſent|Þ 
And if it ſhall happen, that the preſent governor, deputy governor |ſþ 
und aſſiſtants, by theſe preſent> appointed, or any fuch as ſhall 


hereafter be newly choſen into their rooms, or any of them, or any 
other the officers of the ſaid company, fhall die, or be removed fron 
his or their ſeveral offices or places, before the ſaid general day o 
election, (whom we do hereby declare, for any miſdemeanor 0 
default, to be removable by the governor, aſſiſtants and company 
or ſuch greater part of them, in any of the ſaid public courts t 
be aſſembled, as aforeſaid) that then, and in every ſuch caſe, i 
ſhal! and may be lawful to and for the ſaid governor, deputy g- 
ver nor, aſſiſtants, and company aforeſaid, or auch one Part“ 


them ſo to Bea fembled, as is aforetaid, | in any 8 Weir aſſem- 
blies, to proceed to a new election of ene or mote of their compa- 
ny, in the room or place, rooms or places, of ſuch officer or offi- 
cers ſo dying, or removed, according to their directions. And 
immediately upon and after ſuch election or elections made, of 
ſuch governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtant or aſſiſtants, or any 
other officer of the ſaid company, in manner and form aforeſaid, 

the authority, office and power, before given to the former go- 
vernor, deputy governor, and other officer and officers fo remov- 
ed, in whoſe ſtead and place new ſhall be choſe n, ſhall,, as to him 


and them, and every of them. reſpeQively, ceaſe and determine :— 


Provided always, and our will. and pleaſure is, that as well fuch 
as are by theſe preſents appointed to be the preſent governor, de- 
puty governor, and aſſiſtants of the ſaid company, as thoſe which 
ſhall ſucceed them, and all other officers, to be appointed and cho- 


ſen as aforeſaid, ſhall, before the undertaking the execution of the 


(aid offices and places reſpectively, give their folemn engagement, 


by oath or otherwiſe, for the due and faithful. performance of theis 


duties, in their ſeveral offices and places, before ſuch perſon or 


perſons, as are by theſe preſents hereafter appointed to take and 
receive the ſame that is to ſay, the ſaid Benedict Arnold, Who 


is herein before nonnated and appointed the preſent governor of 
the ſaid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid engagement, before 
William Brenton, or any two of the ſaid aſſiſtants of the ſaid com- 
pany, unto whom we do by theſe preſents give full power and au- 
thority to require and receive the ſame: and the ſaid Wm. Brenton, 
who is hereby before nominated and appointed the preſent deputy 


governor of the ſaid company, ſhall give the aforeſaid. engage- 


ment before the ſaid. Benedict Arnold, or any two of the aſſiſt- 
ants of the ſaid company,.unto whom we do, by theſe prelents,, 
give full power and authority to require and receive the ſame ; and 


the ſaid William Boulſton, John Porter, Roger Williams, Tho- 


mas Olney, John Smith, John Greene, John Coggeſhall, James 


Barker, William Field, and Joſeph Clarke, who are herein before 
nominated and appointed the preſent aſſiſtants of the company, 


ſhall give the ſaid engagement to their offices and. places reſpec- 
tively belonging, before the ſaid Benedi& Arnold and. William: 


Brenton, or one of them, to whom reſpectively we do her eby 
give full power and authority to require, adminiſter or receive 


the ſame. And further our will and pleaſure is, that all and 


every other future governor, or deputy governor, to be elected 
and choſen by virtue of theſe preſents, ſhall give the ſaid engage- 


ment before two or more of the ſaid aſſiſtants, of the laid com- 
E. 2. 
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pany for the time being, unto whom we do, by theſe preſents, 
give full power and authority to require, adminiſter or receive 


the ſame; and the ſaid aſſiſtants, and every of them, and all 
and every other officer or officers, to be hereafter elected and 
choſen by virtue of theſe preſents, from time to time, ſhall give 
the like engagements to their offices and places reſpectively be. 
longing, before the governor, or deputy governor, for the time 
being; unto which ſaid governor, or deputy governor, we do by 
theſe preſents give full power and authority to require, adminiſter 
or receive the ſame accordingly. 

And we do likewiſe, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, give and 
grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, 
by theſe preſents, that for the more peaceable and or derly govern- 
ment of the ſaid plantations, it ſhall and may be lawful for the 
governor, deputy governor, aſſiſtants, and all other officers and 
miniſters of the ſaid company, in the adminiſtration of juſtice, and 
exerciſe of government, in the ſaid plantations, to uſe, exerciſe, 
and put in execution, ſuch methods, rules, orders, and direct. 
ons, (not being contrary and repugnant to the laws and ſtatutes 
of this our realm) as have been heretofore given, uſed, and ac- 
cuſtomed in ſuch caſes reſpectively, to be put in practice, until at 
tie next, or ſome other general n. eſpecial provition ſhall 


be made in the caſes aforeſaid, 


And we do further, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, give and 
grant unto the faid governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, 
by theſe preſents, that it ſhall and may be lawful to and for the 
ſaid governor, or, in his abſence, the deputy governor, and ma- 
jor part of the ſaid affiſtants for the time being, at any time, 
when the faid general aſſembly is not ſitting, to nominate, ap- 
point and conſtitute ſuch and ſo many commanders, governors, 
and military officers, as to them ſliall ſeem requiſite, for the lead- 
ing, conducting, and training up the inhabitants of the ſaid 
piantations in martial affairs, and for the defence and ſafeguard 


of the ſaid plantations ; and that it ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for all and every ſuch commander, governor, and military 
officer, that ſhall be ſo as aforeſaid, or by the governor, or in 


his abſence the deputy governor, and fix of the aſſiſtants, and 


major part of the freemen of the ſaid company, preſent at any 
general aſſemblies, nominated, appointed and conſtituted, ac- 
cording to the tenor of his and their reſpective commiſſions 


and directions, to aſſemble, exerciſe in arms, marſhal, array, 


and put in warlike poſture, the inhabitants of the ſaid colony, for 
their eſpecial defence and ſafety ; and to lead and conduct the ſaid 
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inhabitants, and to encounter, repulſe, and reſiſt by force of 
arms, as well by ſea as by land, to kill, ſlay, and deſtroy, by ail 
fitting ways, enterpriſes, and means e e all and every 
ſuch perſon or perſons, as ſhall at any time hereafter attempt or 
enterpriſe the deſtruction, invaſion, detriment or annoyance of 
the ſaid inhabitants or plantations; and to uſe and exerciſe the 
law martial, in ſuch caſes only as occaſion ſhall neceſſarily re- 


quire; and to take and ſurpriſe, by all ways and means what- 


ſoever, all and every ſuch perſon and perſons, with their ſhip or 
ſhips, armour, ammunition, or other goods of ſuch perſons, as 
ſhall in hoſtile manner invade or attempt the defeating of the ſaid 
plantation, or the hurt of the ſaid company and inhabitants ; ; and 
upon juſt cauſes to invade and deſtroy the natives, Indians, or o- 
ther enemies of the ſaid colony. 


Nevertheleſs, our will and pleaſure 1 1S, and we do hereby 5 


clare, to the reſt of our colonies ia New-England, that it ſhall 
not be lawful for this our ſaid colony of Rhode-1lfland and Pro- 
vidence plantations, in America, in New England, to invade 
the natives inhabiting within the bounds and hmits of their ſaid 
colonies, without the knowledge and conſent of the ſaid other 
colonies. And it is hereby declared, that it ſhall not be lawful 
to or for the reſt of the colonies to invade or moleſt the native In- 
dians, or any other inhabitants, inhabiting within the bounds 
or limits hereafter mentioned, (they having ſubjected themſelves 
unto us, and being by us taken into our ſpecial protection) with: 
out the knowledge and conſent of the governor and company of 
our colony of Rhode-Iſland and Providence plantation. 

Alſo our will and pleaſure 1 is, and we do hereby declare unto 


all Chriftian kings, princes and ſtates, that if any perſon, who 


ſhall hereafter be of the ſail company or plantation, or any o- 
ther, by appointment of the ſaid governor and company, for the 
ume being, ſhall at any time or times hereafter, rob or ſpoil, 
by ſea or land, or do any hurt, or unlawful hoſtility, to any of 
the ſubjects of us, our heirs and lucceſi.rs, or to any of 
the ſubjects of any prince or ſtate, being then in league with 
us, our heirs. and fucceilors ; upon complaint of ſuch injary 
done to any ſuch prince or ſtate, or their ſubjects, we, our heirs. 
and ſacceſſors, will make open proclamation, within any p:rts of 
our realm of England, fit tor that purpoſe, that the perion or 
perſons committing any ſuch robbery or ſpoil, mal, aithin the 


time limited by ſuch proclamation, make full reſlitution or latis- 


fact ion of ail ſuch injuries done or committed, ſo as the laid prince, 
or others ſo complaining, may be fully ſatisfied and contenu 
; ” i » E 3 . L 
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ed; and if the ſaid perſon or perſons, who ſhall commit ary 
ſuch robbery or ſpoil, ſhall not make ſatisfaftion accordingly, 
within ſuch time ſo to be limited, that then we, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, will put fuch perſon or perſons out of our allegiance 
and protection: and that then it ſhall and may be lawful and 
free for all princes or others, to proſecute with hoſtility ſuch offend. 


ers, and every of them, their and every of their procurers, aiders, | 


abettors and counſellors in that behalf. 
Provided alſo, and our expreſs wilt and pleaſure i is, and we do 
by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain and ap- 


point, that theſe preſents ſhall not in any manner hinder any of Þ* 


our loving ſubjecs whatſoever, from uſing and exerciſing the 
trade of fiſhing upon the coaſt of New England, in America; 
but that they, and every or any of them, ſhall have full and free 


power and liberty to continue and uſe the trade of fiſhing upon : 


the ſaid coaſt, in any of the ſeas thereunto adjoining, or any 
arms of the ſea, or falt-water, rivers and creeks, where they 
have been accuſtomed to fiſh; and to build and ſet upon the 


waſte land, belonging to the ſaid colony and. plantations, ſuch Bt 


wharfs, ſages, and work-houſes, as ſhall be neceffary for the ſalt- 


ing, drying and 8 of their fiſh, to be taken or gotten upon ä | 


that coaſt. 
And further, for the encouragement of the inhabitants of our 


faid colony of Providence plantation, to ſet upon the buſineſs of Lt! 


taking whales, it ſhall be law-ful for them, or any of them, hav- 
ing ftruck a whale, dubertus, or other great fiſh, it or them to pur- 
ſue unto that coaſt, and into any bay, river, cove, creek or 


ſhore, belonging thereto, and it or them upon the faid coaſt, or in 


the ſaid bay, river, cove, creek, or ſhore beloyging thereto, to 
kill and order for the beſt advantage, without moleſtation, they 
making no wilful wafte or ſpoil ; any thing in theſe preſents con- 
tained, or _ other matter or —_ to the contrary notwithſtand- 


And farther Ms: » we are graciouſly pleaſed, and do hereby de- 
_ clare, that if any of the inhabitants of our ſaid colony do {ct 
upon the planting of vineyards, (the ſoil and climate both ſeem- 
ing naturally to concur to the production of vines) or be induſtri- 
ous in the diſcovery of fiſhing-banks, in or about the ſaid colo- 
ny, we will, from time to time, give and allow all due and 
fitting encouragement therein, as to others in caſes of like nature. 

And further, of our more ample grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, we have given and granted, and by theſe preſents, 
vr us, our heirxs and ſucceſſors, do - and. Brant, unto > the 
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td governor and company of the Engliſh colony of Rhode. 


Ifland and Providence plantation, in the Narraganſet bay, in 
New England, in America, and to every inhabitant there, and 
to every perſon, and perſons trading thither, and to every ſuch, 


perſon or perſons, as are or ſhall be free of the (aid colony, full 
power and authority, from time to time, and all times. hereafter, 


to take, ſhip, tranſport, and carry away, out of any. of our 
Z realms and dominions,, for, and towards the plantation and. de- 
: fence of the ſaid colony, ſach and fo many of our loving lubjects, 
and ſtrangers, as ſhall. or will willingly accompany them in and 
to their ſaid colony and plantation, except ſuch perſon, or per- 
ſons, as are or ſhall be therein reſtrained by us, our heirs, and 
2 ſucceſſors, or any law or ſtatute of this realm; and alſo to ſhip 
and tranſport all and all manner of goods, chilttels, merchandiſe, 
and other things whatfoever, that are or ſhall be uſeful or ne- 
ceſſary for the ſaid plantations, and defence thereof, and uſually 
© tranſported, and not prohibited by any law or ſtatute of this 
our realm; yielding and paying unto us, our heirs, and ſuc. 
ceſſors, ſuch duties, cuſtoms and ſubſidies, as are or ought to 
be paid or payable for the ſame. 


And further, our will and pleaſure is, and we is for us, our 


Z heirs and ſucceſſors, ordain, declare, and grant, unto the ſaid 
Z governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, that all and every 
the ſubjects of us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, which are already 
planted and ſettled within our ſaid colony of Providence planta- 
tions, or which ſhall hereafter go to inhabit within the ſaid colony, 
and all and every of their children which have been born there, 


or which ſhall happen hereafter to be born there, or on the ſea 
going thither, or returning from thence, ſhall have and enjoy 
all liberties and immunities of free and natural ſubje&s, within 
any the dominions. of us, our heirs and. ſucceſſors, to all intents, 
conſtructions, and purpoſes, whatſoever, as if they and every of 
them were born within the realm of England, 

And further, know ye, that we, of our more abundant grace, 


| certain knowledge, and mere motion, have given, granted, and 


confirmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our heirs and ſucceſſors, 
do give, grant, and confirm unto the ſaid governor and company, 


and their ſucceſſors, all that part of our dominions, in New Eng- 


land, in America, containing the Nahantick and Nanhyganſett 
alias Narraganſet bay, and countries and parts achacent, bounded 
on the weſt, or weſterly, to the middle or channel of a river there, 
commonly called and known by the name of Pawcatuck, alias 
Pawcawtuck river, and ſo along the ſaul river, as the greater or 
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middle ſtream thereof reacheth or lies up into the north country, 
northward unto the head thereof, and from thence by a ſtraight 
line drawn due north, until it meet with the ſouth line of the 
Maſſachuſetts colony; and on the north or northerly, by the a. 
foreſaid fouth or ſoutherly line of the Maflachuſetts colony or # 
plantation, and extending towards the eaſt or eaſtwardly three N 
Engliſh miles, to the eaſt and north-eaſt of the moſt eaſtern and 


north eaſtern parts of the aforeſaid Narraganſet bay, as the ſaid i 
bay lieth or extendeth itſelf from the ocean on the ſouth or ſouth. n 

wardly, unto the mouth of the river which runneth towards the Þ 

town of Providence, and from thence along the eaſtwardly fide P 


or bank of the ſaid river (higher called by the name of Seacunck p 
river) up to the falls called Patucket falls, being the moſt weſt. h 
wardly line of Plymouth colony; and fo from the ſaid falls, in Þ 

a ftraight line due north, until it meet with the aforeſaid line of | by 
the Maſſachuſetts colony, and bounded on the ſouth by the ocean, 
and in particular the lands belonging to the town of Providence, th 
Patuxit, Warwicke, Miſquammacock, alias Pawcatuck, and the f 


reſt upon the main land, in the tract aforeſaid, together with | 5 
Rhode-Ifland, Blocke- Iſland and all the reſt of the iſlands and to 
banks in the Narraganſet bay, and bordering upon the coaſt of m 
the tract aforeſaid, (Fiſher's iſland only excepted) together BY 
with all firm lands, ſoils, grounds, havens, ports, rivers, wa. .. 
ters, fiſhings, mines royal, and all other mines, minerals, pre- 

cious ſtones, quarries, woods, wood-grounds, rocks, ſlates, and 8 


all and ſingular other commodities, juriſdictions, royalties, pri- 1, 
vileges, chi, pre- eminences and hereditaments whatſoever, ef 
within the ſaid tract, bounds, lands, and iſlands aforeſaid, to 
them or any of them belonging, or in any-wiſe appertaining- : 
to have and to hold the ſame, unto the ſaid governor and com. 
pany, and their ſucceſſors. for ever upon truſt, for the uſe and be. 
nefit of themſelves, and their aſſociates, freemen of the ſaid colo- 
ny, their heirs and affigns ;—to be holden of us, our heirs and 
ſucceſſors, as of the manor of Eaſt- Greenwich in our county of 
Kent, in free and common foccage, and not in capite, nor by 
Enight's ſervice ;—yielding and paying therefor to us, our heirs WM 
and ſucceſſors, only the fifth part of all the ore of gold and filver, th 
which, from time to time, and at all times hereafter, ſhall be 


there gotten, had or obtained, in lieu and ſatisfaction of all ſer- 4 
vices, duties, fines, for feitures, made or to be made, claims or re 
demands whatſoever, to be to us, our heirs or ſucceſſors, there - 5 
fore or thereabout rendered, made or paid ; any grant or clauſe I gi 


in a late grant to the governor and company of Connecticut co - 41 


ing; the aforefaid Pawcatuck river having been yielded, after 
much debate, for the fixed and certain bounds between theſe our 
| ſaid colonies, by the agents thereof, who have alſo agreed, that 


es, 
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lony in America, to the contrary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtand- 


the ſaid Pawcatuck river ſhall alſo be called alias Narrogancett or 


Narroganſett river, and to prevent future diſputes that otherwiſe 


: might ariſe thereby, for ever hereafter ſhall be conſtrued, deemed 
and taken to be the Narrogancett river, in our late grant to Con- 


necticut colony, mentioned as the eaſterly bounds of that colony. 
And further, our will and pleaſure is, that in all matters of 
public controverſies, which may fall out between our colony of 


Providence plantation, to make their appeal therein to us, our 
Z heirs and ſucceſſors, for redreſs in ſuch caſes, within this our 


realm of England; and that it ſhall be lawful to and for the inha- 


© bitants of the ſaid colony of Providence plantations, without let 
or moleſtation, to paſs and repaſs with freedom into and through 


the reſt of the Engliſh colonies, upon their lawful and civil occa- 


ſions, and to converſe, and hold commerce, and trade with fuch 


of the inhabitants of our other Engliſh colonies, as ſhall be willing 
to admit them thereunto, they behaving. themſelves peaceably a- 
. mong them; any act, clauſe, or ſentence, in any of the ſaid colo- 
nies provided, or that ſhall be provided, to the contrary in any 


wile notwithſtanding. 


And laſtly, we do, for us, our heirs, and merh ordain and 
grant unto the ſaid governor and company, and their ſucceſſors, 


by theſe preſents, that theſe our letters patents ſhall be firm, good, 


effectual, and available, in all things in the law, to all intents, 
| conſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever, according to our true 


intent and meaning herein before declared; and ſhall be conſtrued, 
reputed and adjudged, in all caſes, moſt favourably on the behalf, 


and for the beſt benefit and behoof of the ſaid goyernor and com- 
pany, and their ſucceſſors, although EXPO menten, &.* In 
e &c. Witneſs, &c, 
5 ipſum regem. 

The ftate of Rhode-Iſland and Providence plantations has not 
aſſumed a form of government different from that contained in 
the foregoing chapter. For in that, the king ceded to the go- 
vernor and company, all powers, legiſlative, executive, and judi- 


cial, reſer ving to himſelf, as an acknowledgment of his ſove- 


reignty, a render of the fifth part of the gold and ſilver ore that 
ſhould be found within the territory. The governor, chief ma- 
giltrates, and legiſlators are choſen by the freemen as uſual, and 
all judicial, and executive officers are annually elected by the go- 
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elaim pre-eminence. 


Ll : o 
- 
o = _ 2 =* = 
\ n _ = 
. 1 * =_ 
I * GOT * a a =_— A 8 4 a RT 4 1 = _— \ _ 1 = = 
, 0 > wy” 9 r . TY - 8 F e = Gy 
KA — x : + 1 [2 LO. 7 — * r ol 44 2 Py as "7 7 q 1 W 0 — iy th 
TT =P 4 3 - , 1 Pony 9 4 c x 2 e 7. 3 7 81 3 2 4 : E — 4 6 (2 — * * * — . * 
2 1 * Ta. 8 * 2 p. 6 . 
, * * EW — L—⁴n r „n R N * 75 
" 8 RITA 77 N ** wy — n 
— * a *̊* * * ” 
* 8 N — a 6 P 5 e c 4 * 1 2 


dly. The general court conſiſts of two branches, called the upper 


nor, deputy-governor, aſſiſtants, treaſurer, and ſecretary, which 


there be any vacancy, by reaſon of death or other wiſe, after the 


vernor and contpany; or upper and lower houſeof aſſembly. Al N fu 
proceſſes original and judicial, formerly iſſued in the king's name, MW cri 
but they now iſſue in the name of the governor and company. all 
The oaths of allegiance and of office are made conformable to 
the pr inciples of the revolution. The governor, in his legiſlative IM ca 
capacity, cannot give a negative to any act of the two houſes; tir 
but, in cemmon with the other magiſtrates, has one voice only, {WM ry 
The ſtate is divided into five counties, in each of which there is pr 
a court of common pleas and general ſeſſions of the peace, held an 
twice every year, for the trial of all cauſes not capital, that ariſe pe 
within their limits; from which an appeal lies, to the ſuperior th 
court of judicature, court of aſſize and general jail delivery, who {Mt 
juriſdiction extends over the whole ſtate, and who alſo fit twice at 
à year in each county. The conſtitution admits not of religi. 12 


ous eſtabliſhments, any farther than depends upon the voluntary ] 
choice of individuals. All men profeſſing one Supreme Being, 
are equally protected by the laws; and no particular fe& ca 
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ACCOUNT OF THE CONSTITUTION off 
CONNECTICUT. 


ONNECTICUT is divided into fix commids, and each i 
county is divided into a number of towns. Each town haz 
a right to fend two repreſentatives to the general court or aſſem- 


and lower houſe. The upper houſe is compoſed of the governor, 
deputy-governor, and twelve aſſiſtants or counſellors; and the 
lower houſe, of the repreſentatives of the ſeveral towns. Thi 
court has the ſole power to make and repeal laws, grant levies, 
diſpoſe of lands belonging to the ſtate, to particular town 
and perſons: to erect and ſtile judicatories andofficers, as they 
ſhall ſee neceſſary, for the good government of the people; 
alſo to call to account any court, magiſtrate, or other officer, fe 
any miſdemeanor and mal- adminiſtration; and for juſt cauſe, may 
fine, diſplase, or remove them, or deal otherwiſe, as the na- 
ture of the caſe ſhall require; and deal or a& in any other mat ter, 
that concerns tlie good of the ſtate, except the election of gover- 


Mall be done by the freemen, at the yearly court of election, unleſs 


election, which may be filled up by the general court. This 
court has power alſo, for reaſons ſatisfactory to them, to grant 


of CONNECTICUT. 47 


ſuſpenſion, releaſe, and jail delivery upon reprieve, in capital and 


criminal caſes. The general court has two ſtated ſeſſions annu- 


ally, on the ſecond Thurſdays of May and October. 
The governor, or, in his abſence, the deputy-governor, may 
call the aſſembly, on ſpecial emergencies, to meet at any other 


time. The governor, deputy-governor, aſſiſtants, and ſecreta- 


ry, are annually elected, on the ſecond Thurſday in May. The re- 


preſentatives are newly choſen for each ſtated ſeſſion. The judges 


and juſtices are annually appointed by the general court; the ſame 
perſons are commonly re-appointed, from time to time, during 
their capacity to ſerve, unleſs guilty of miſbehaviour. The 
© theriffs are appointed by the governor and council, without limit- 
ation of time; but may be fuperſeded, by the authority, that 
# appoints them. The governor, for the time being, is captain ge- 
neral of the militia; the deputy-governor, heutenant-general z 

© the other general officers, and the field officers, are appointed by 
© the general court, and commiſſioned by the governor. The cap- 
# tains and ſubalterns are choſen by the vote of the company and 
Z houſeholders, living within the limits of the company; the 
2 perſons, ſo choſen, muſt be approved by the general court, and 


commiſſioned by the governor, before they have power to exe- 
cute their offices. All the military officers hold their offices du- 
ring the pleaſure of the aſſembly ; nor can they reſign their com- 


7 miſſions, without leave of the captain-general, under penalty of 
doing duty in the ranks, as private ſoldiers. The mode of 


electing the governor, deputy-governor, aſſiſtants, treaſurer, 
and ſecretary, is, that the freemen, in the ſeveral towns, meet on 
the Monday next after the firſt Tueſday in April, annually (be- 


ing the day appointed by law, for that purpoſe, and chooſing re- 


preſentatives) and give in their votes for the perſons they chooſe 
for ſaid offices reſpectively, with their names written on a 
piece of paper, which votes are received and ſealed up by a conſta- 
ble, in the freemen's meeting—the votes for each of ſaid offices, 


in a different paper writing on the outſide the name of the town, 
and the office, for which the votes are given in; which are {ent by 


the repreſentatives, to the general court, to be held on the ſecond 
Thurſday of May next enſuing; at which time, after the houſe 


of repreſentatives have choſen a ſpeaker and clerk, a committee 


is choſen of members ot both houſes, to fort and count the votes, 
and declare the names of the perions' choſen to ſaid offices. Auy 
freeman, qualified to vote for repreſentatives, &c. may be elect- 
ed to any office in the government, In chooſing aſſiſtants, twenty 


perſons are nominated by the votes of the freemen, given ia at 
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their meeting for chooſing repreſentatives in September annually, 


which are counted by a committee of both houſes, and the 
twenty perſons, who have the greateſt number of votes, ſtand in 


on on any queſtion. 


% 


rr 


and ſealed up and ſent to the general court, in October then next; 


nomination, out of which number, twelve are to be choſen aſſiſt. 
ants, by the freemen, the next April, in manner afore deſcribed, 
The qualifications, requiſite to entitle a perſon to vote in elec. 
tions of the officers of government, are, maturity in years, quiet 
and peaceable behaviour, a civil converſation, and forty ſhillings 
freehold, or forty pounds perſonal eſtate; if the ſelectmen of the 
town certify a perſon qualified in thoſe reſpe&s, he is admitted a 
freeman, on his taking an oath of fidelity to the Rate. 

The names of all, that are thus admitted, are enrolled in the 
town-clerk's office, and continue freemen e life, unleſs dis- 
franchiſed by a ſentence of the . court, on conviction of 2 
miſdemeanor. ö 

The governor, or, in bis: ab! fence;the deputy governor, in the 
upper houſe—and the ſpeaker, in the lower houſe of aſſembly— 
have a caſting voice, when the members of the reſpective houſes, 
including the governor and ſpeaker, are equally divided in opini- 


There is, in this ſtate, a ſuperior court, conſi ſting of one 
chief judge and four other judges, who have authority in all cri- 
minal caſes, extending to life, limb, and baniſhment, and to hear 
and determine all civil actions, brought by appeal from the coun- 
ty courts, or on writs. of error. This court alſo hath authority 
in all matters of divorce. There are two ſtated ſeſſions of the 
uperior court, in each county annually. = | 

There are allo county - courts held in the ſeveral counties, 


conſiſting of onejudge and four juſtices of the quorum, who 


have juriſdiction in all criminal cates, ariſing within their rel- 
pective counties, where the puniſhment does not extend to life, 
limb, or baniſhment. The county courts allo have original juriſ- 
diction, in all civil actions, wherein the demand exceeds forty 
ſhillings. 

The ſuperior and county courts. try matters of fact, by a jury, 
according to the courſe of the common law. 

Juſtices of the peace have authority to hear 2 Tp determine ere 
actions, where the demand does not exceed forty ſhillings. "They 
allo have authority, in ſome caſes of a criminal nature, puniſh- 
able by fine not-exceeding korty ſhillings, or whipping not ex- 
ceeding ten ſtripes, or bett; ng in the dock s. 

This tate is alſo divided into a number of probate diſtrifts, 


% 
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| fefs Shi counties ; in each of which, is appointed 4 judge, | 


for the provate of wills, granting adminiſtration on inteſtate e- 


| tates, appointing guardians for minors, ordering diſtribution of 


inteſtate eſtates, &c. An appeal hes, from any decree of this 
court, to the ſuperior court, 

The ſuperior, county, and N courts appoint their reſpec- 
tive clerks. 

The general court has, till very lately, been the only court 


| of chancery in this ſtate. But by a late law, the county courts 


determine matters of equity, from five pounds, to two hundred 

unds value; the ſuperior court from two hundred to eight 
hundred pounds value ; and the general ns all caſes ex- 
ceeding the laft mentioned ſum. 


All attornies at Jaw are admitted and ſworn by the county 


courts ; there is no attorney genera], but there uſed to be one 


| king's attorney in each county; but ſince the king has abdi- 


cated the government, they are now attornies to the governor and 
company. | 
CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF 
NE W-! ORK, | 


we "hed by the convention, authoriſed and empoxuered for that 
purpoſe, April 20, 1777. EI 
H I'S convention, in the name and by the authority of the 


good people of this ftate, doth ordain, determine, and de- 


clare, that no authority ſhall, on any pretence whatever, be 
exerciſed over the-people or members of this ſtate, but ſuch as 
ſnall be derived from and granted by them. 

II. This-convention doth further, in the name and by the au- 


thority of the good people of -this ſtate, ordain, determine, and 


declare, that the ſupreme legiſlative power, within this ſtate, ſhall 
be veſted in two ſeparate and. diſtin& bodies of men—the one to be 
called, the aſſembly of the ſtate ef New-York—the other to be 
called, the ſenate of the ſtate of New-York—who together fhall 
form the legiſlature, and meet once at leaſt in every year, for the 
gilpatch of buſineſs. 

III. And whereas laws, inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of this con- 
ſtitution, or with the public good, may be haſtily and unadviſedly 
paſſed; be it ordained, that the governor for the time being, the 
chanegllor; and the tons of the ſupreme court—or any two- of 
them, together with hs: governor—fhall _ and hereby are, con- 
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1 CONSTITUTION 


deration; and if, upon ſuch e e and conſideration, it ſhould 


cil, at large in their minutes, and proceed to reconſider the aid 


tions, agree to paſs the ſame, it ſhall, together with the objections, 


to be annually choſen in the ſeveral counties, in the 5 


'Þ 


ſtituted a council, to reviſe all bills about to be paſſed into laws 
by the legiſlature ; and for that purpoſe ſhall aſſemble themſelves, 
ſro n time to time, when the legiſlature ſhall be convened ; for 
which, nevertheleſs, they ſhall not receive any ſalary or DE; 
ration, under any pretence whatever. And that all bills, which 
have paſſed the ſenate and aſſembly, ſhall, before they become 
laws, be preſented to the ſaid council, for their reviſal and confi. 


appear improper to the ſaid council, or a majority of them, that 
the ſaid bill ſhould become a law of this ſtate, that they return 
the ſame, together with their objections thereto in writing, to the 
ſenate or houſe of aſſemhly (in whichſoever the ſame ſhall have 
originated) who ſhall enter the obje&ions, ſent down by. the coun- 


bill. But if, after ſuch reconſideration, two thirds of the faid 
ſenate or houſe of aſſembly, ſhall, notwithſtanding the ſaid objzc. 


be ſent to the other branch of the legiſlature, where it ſhall alſo be 
e · conſidered, and, if approved by two thirds of the members pre- 
ſent, ſhall be a aw: 

And in order to prevent any unneceſſary delays, by it further 
ordained, that if any bill ſhall not be returned by the council 
within ten days after it ſhall have been preſented, the ſame ſhall 
be a law, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall, by their ad ournment, ren- 
der a returi f the ſaid bill, within ten days, impracticable; in 
which caſe, bill ſhall be returned on the firſt day of the meet- 
ing of the legiſlature, after the expiration of the ſaid ten days. 

IV. That the aſlemdly ſhall conſiſt of at leaſt ſeyenty members, 


en,, viz. 

For the city and county of New-Vork, nine. 
The eity and county of Albany, ten. 
The county of Ducheſs, ſever. 
The county of Weſtcheſter, rx. 

The county of Ulſter, fix. 

The county of Suffolk, five. 
The county of Queens, four. 
The county of Orange, four. 

The county of Kings, 1d 
The county of Richmond, fu. 
The county of Tryon, r. 

The county of Charlotte, four. 

The county. of Cumberland, three. 

The county of Glouceſter, wo, 


. 5 


ene . 


fequent to the termination of the preſent war) as may be, a cen · 


| ſus of the electors and inhabitants in this ſtate be taken, under 
the direction of the legiſlature. And if, on ſuch cenſus, it ſhall _. 


appear, that the number of repreſentatives in afſembly, from the 
ſaid counties, is not juſtly proportioned to the number of electors, 
in the ſaid counties reſpectively, that the legiſlature do adjuſt and 


apportion the ſame by that rule. And further, that once in eve. 


ry ſeven years, after the taking of the ſaid firſt cenſus, a juſt ac- 


count of the electors, reſident in each county, ſhall be taken; 


and if it ſhall thereupon appear, that the number of ele&ors, in 


| any county, ſhall have increaſed or diminiſhed one or more 
ſeventieth parts of the whole number of ele&ors, which, on the 


faid firſt cenſus, ſhall be found in this ſtate, the number of repre- 


| ſentatives for ſuch county ſhall be increaſed or diminiſhed accord 5 


ingly—that is to ſay, one e for every ſeventicth, 
part as aforeſaid. | 


VI. And whereas an opinton hath bis prevailed among divers: 
of the good people of this ſtate, that voting at elections by bal- 
lot, would tend more to preſerve the liberty add equal freedom 


of the people, than voting viva woce o the end, therefore, 
that a fair experiment be made, which of thoſe two methods of 


voting is to be preferred: 
Be it ordained, that as ſoon as may be, hs 


ſtate, for cauſing all elections, thereafter to be held in this ſtate, 


for ſenators and repreſentatives in aſſembly, to be by ballot, 
and direQing the manner, in which the ſame ſhall be conducted. 
And whereas it is poſſible, that after all the care of the legiſſa- 
ture, in framing the ſaid att or acts, certain inconveniencies - 
and miſchiefs, unforeſeen at this day, may be thong to attend: 


the ſaid mode of electing by ballot :- 
It is further ordained, that if, after a full and fair experiment 


ſhall be made of voting by ballot aforeſaid,” the ſame ſhall be 


found leſs eonducive- to the ſafety or inter of the ſtate, than 
the method of voting viva voce, it ſhall be lawful and conſtitu- 


tional for the legiſlature to aboliſh the ſame; provided two thirds 


of the members, preſent in each houſe reſpectively, ſhall concur 
therein: And further, that, during the continuance of the preſent 
war, and until the legiſlature ef this tate ſhall provide for the 


election of ſenators and repreſentatives in e 15 nia 


the ſaid elections ſhall be made viva voce... © © 
F 2 5 


A. That as ſoon, after the expiration. of ſeven years, (ſub-/ 


He term ina- 
tion of the preſent war, between the united ſtates of America and 
Great Britain, an a& or aAs be paſſed by the legillature of this 
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VII. That every male inhabitant, of full age, who ſhall have 
perſoually refided within one of the counties of this ſtate, for fix 
months immediately preceding the day of ele&ion, ſhall, at ſuch 
election, be entitled to vote for repreſentatives of the ſaid county 


in aſſembly ; if, during the time aforefaid, he ſhall have been a 


freeholder, poſſeſſing a freehold of the value of twenty pounds, 
within the ſaid county, or have rented a tenement therein, of 
the yearly value of forty ſhillings, and been rated and actually 


paid taxes to this ſtate: provided, always, that every perſon, 


who now is a freemen of the city of Albany, or who was made 2 
freeman of the city of New-York, on or before the fourteenth 
day of October, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy- five, and ſhall be actually and uſually re- 
fident in the faid cities reſpectively, ſhall be entitled to vote for 
repreſentatives in afſembly, within his faid place of reſidence. 

VIII. That every elector, before he is admitted to vote, ſhall, 
if required by the e geg officer, or either of the inſpectors, 


take an oath, or, if ot the people called quakers, an affirmation, 


of allegiance to the ſtate. 

IX. That the aſſembly, thus conſtituted, ſhall chooſe their 
own ſpeaker, be judges of their own members, and enjoy the 
fame privileges, and proceed in doing buſineſs, in like manner, 


as the aſſemblies of the colony of New-York of right formerly 


did; and that a majority of the ſaid members ſhall, from time 
bo. tives conſtitute a houſe, to proceed upon buſineſs. 

X. And this convention doth further, in the name and by thy 
authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, determine 
and declare, that the ſenate of the ſtate of New-York ſhall con- 
ſiſt of twenty-four freeholders, to be choſen out of the body « 
the freeholders; and that they be choſen by the freeholders ol 
this ſtate, poſſeſſed of freeholds, of the value of one hundrel 
pounds, over and above all debts charged thereon. 

XI. That the members of the ſenate be elected for four Years; 


and, immediately after the firſt election, they be divided by lot 


into four claſſes, fix in each claſs, and numbered one, two, 
three, and four; that the ſeats of the members of the firſt clak 
ſhall be vacated at the expiration of the firſt year, the fecond claii 
. ſecond year, and ſo on continually; to the end, that tis 
fourth part of the fenate, as nearly as poſſible, may be annutb 
ly choſen. 

SM That the election of ſenators ſhall be after this man- 

; that ſo much of this ſtate, as is now parcelled into countie 
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— the city aa county of New Vork, Suffolk, Weſtcheſter; 
Kings, Queens, and Richmond counties; the middle diſtri& to 


| comprehend the counties of Ducheſs, Ulſter, and Orange; the 
weſtorn diſtrict, the city and county of Albany, and Tryon coun= - 


; and the eaſtern diſtri, - the counties of Charlotte, Cumber- 


land; 


and Glouceſter: - 


That the ſenators ſhall be elected by t the 


freeholders of the ſaid diſtr icts, qualified as aforeſaid, in the pro- 
portions following; to wit, in the ſouthern diſtrict, nine; in the 


tern © diſtrift, three. 
taken, as ſoon as- may be, after the expiration of ſeven years 
from the termination of the preſent war, under the direction of 
the legiſlature : and if, on ſuch cenſus, it ſhall appear, that the 
number of ſenators is not juſtly proportioned to the ſeveral diſ- 
tricts, that the legiſlature adjuſt the proportion, as near as may be, 


middle diſtrict, fix ;-in the weſtern diſtrict, ſix; and in the eaſ- 
And be it ordained, + 


that a cenſus ſhall be 


| to the number of freeholders, qualified as aforeſaid in each dif< 
trict. 


That when the number of electors, within any of the 
ſaid diſtricts, ſhall have increaſed one twenty · fourth part of the 


whole number of electors, which, by the ſaid cenſus, ſhall be > 
found to be in this ſtate, an additional ſenator: ſhall be choſen b 


the electors of ſuch diſtrict. Thata majority of the number of ſena- 
tors, to be choſen as aforeſaid, ſhall be neceſſary to conſtitute a ſe- 
nate, ſufficient to proceed upon buſineſs ; and that the ſenate ſha]l, 


in like manner with the aſſembly, be the judges of its own mem 


bers. And be it ordained, that it-ſhall be in the power of the fu- 


| ture legiſlatures of this ſtate, for the convenience and advantage 
of the good people thereof, to divide the ſame into ſuch further 
and other counties and diſt icts, as ſhall to them appear neceſſary. 


XIII. And this convention doth further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, determine, . 


and deelare, that no member of this ſtate ſhall be disfranchiſed, 
or deprived. of any of the rights or privileges ſecured to the ſub- 


jets of this ſtate by this conſtitution, . unleſs by the law: of the-: 


land, or the judgment of his peers. 
XIV. That neither the aſſembly nor the ſenate ſhall have the 
power to adjourn themſelves, for any longer time than two days, 
without the mutual conſent of both. 
XV. That whenever the aſſembly and ſenate diſagree, a con- 
ference ſhall be held, in the preſence of both, and be: managed 


by committees, to be by them reſpectively choſen by ba lot. 


SY 


That the doors both of the ſenate and afſembly, ſhall at alle. 
times be kept open to all perſons, except when the welfare of the 


ſtate ſhall require their debates to be kept leer et. Aud the jour- - 


„% _ESNSTITUTLON 


nals of e proceedings mall be kept, in the manner here. 
tofore accuſtomed. by the general aſſembly of the colony cf 
New Vork and (except ſuch parts, as they ſhall, as aforeſaid, 
reſpectively determine not to make publiz) be from day to day 
(if the buſineſs of the legiſlature will permit) -pubiiſhed. 
XVI. It is nevertheleſs provided, that the number of "HRS 
ſhall never exceed one hundred, nor the number of aſſembly, 
three hundred ; but that whenever the number of ſenators ſhall 
amount to one hundred, or of the aſſembly to three hundred, 
then and in ſuch caſe, the legiſlature ſhill, from time to time 
thereafter, by laws for that purpoſe, apportion and diftribute the 
Did one hundred ſenators, and three hundred repreſentauves, 
= among the great diſtrifis and counties of this tate, in propor- 
tion to the number of their reſpective electors; ſo that the repre. 
ſentation of the good people of this ſtate, dann in the ſenate and 
allembly, ſhall forever remain proportionate and adequate. 
XVII. And this convention doth further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, determine, 
and declare, that the ſupreme executive power and. authority of 
this ſtate, ſhall be veſted in a governor; and that ſtatedly, once 
in every three years, and as often as the ſeat of. government 
Mall become vacant, a wiſe and diſcreet freeholder of this ſtate 
Mall be, by ballot, elected governor, by the freeholders of this 
Rate, qualified, as befpre deſcribed, to ele& ſenators; which elec- 
tions ſhall be always held at the times and places of chooſing 
repreſentatives in aſſembly for each reſpective county; and that 

the perſon, who hath the greateſt number of votes within the ſaid. 
Rate, ſhall be governor thereof. 

XVIII. That the governor ſhall contipue-in office three years, 
and ſhall, by virtue of his office, be general and commander in 
chief of all the militia, and admiral of the navy of this ſtate; that 
he ſhall have power to convene the aſſembly and ſenate on extra- 
ordinary occaſions; to prorogue them from time to time, pro- 

vided ſuch prorogations ſhall not exceed ſixty days in the ſpace 
of any one year; and, at his diſcretion, to grant reprieves and 
pardons to perſons convicted of crimes, other than treaſon er 


murder, in which he may ſuſpend the executior, of the ſentence, 


uniil it ſhall be reported to the legiſlature at their ſubſequent 
meeting; and they ſhall either pardon, or direct the execution 
#8 of the criminal, or grant a farther reprieve. 


XxIx. That it ſhall be the duty of the governor, to inform the: 


legiſlature, at every ſeſſions, of the condition of the ſtate, ſo far 


as may reſpect his department; to recommend ſuch matters to. 
their conſideration, as ſhall appear to him to concern its good. 
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government, welfare, and. proſperity ; to correſpond with! the- 
continental congreſs, and other ſtates; to tranſact all 2 
buſineſs, with the officers of government, civil and military; 

take care, that the laws are fauhfully executed, to the beſt of 5 | 


ability ; and to expedite all fuch meaſures,. as may be reſolved | 


upon by the legiſlature, - 
XX. That a heutenant governor ſhall, at every dleBion of a 


governor, (and as often as the lieutenant governor ſhall die, re- 
ſign, or be removed from office,) be elected in the ſame manner 

| with the governor, to continue in office until the next election. 
| of a governor; and ſuch lieutenant governor ſhall, by virtue df. 


his office, be preſident of. the ſenate, and, upon an equal diviſion, 


have a caſting voice in their, deciſions, but not vote on any * 
| accafion.. 


Aud in caſe of the 8 of the gover nor, or his remo- 


val. from. office, death, reſignation, or abſence from the ſtate, the 


lieutenant-governor, ſhall exerciſe all the power and authority: 
appertaining to the office of governor, until another be choſen, or 
the governor, abſent or impeached, ſhall return or be acquitted. 
Provided, that where the gover nor ſhall, wich the conſent of the 
legiſlature, be aut of the ſtate, in time of war, at the head of a. 
Military, force thereof, he fhall fill. continue. in his command of. 
all the military force of the ſtate both by ſea and land. 

XXI. Fhat whenever the government ſhall be adminiſtered by 
the lieutenant governor, or he ſhall be unable to attend as pre- 


| fident of the ſenate, the ſenators ſhall have power to elett one 


of their awn. members to the office of preſident of the ſenate, 
which he ſhall exerciſe pro bac vice. And if, during ſuch va- 
cancy. of the office of governor, the lieutenant governor ſhall be 
impeached, diſplaced, reſign, die, or be abſent from the ſtate, the- 
preſident of the ſenate. ſhall, in like manner as the lieutenant go- 
vernor, adminiſter the. government, until others ſhall be elected by 
the ſuffrage of the people, at the . ſucceeding election. 5 
XXII. And thas convention doth further, in the name and by. 
the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, determine, 
and declare, that the treaſurer of this ſtate ſhall be appointed by 
at of the legiſlature, to originate with the aſſembly: provided 
that he ſhall not be elected out of either branch of the legiſlature. 
XXIII. That all ofticers, other than thoſe, who, by this deni „ 
tution, are directed to be otherwiſe appointed, ſhall be * 


in the manner following; to wit, The aſſembly ſhall, once in 
every year, openly nominate and appoint one of the ſenators from 
tach N 3 ſhall form a council, for the ap= 


> 


* 
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——— of che ſaid officers, of which the governor for the time 
being, or the lieutenant governor, or the preſident of the ſenate, 
(hen they ſhall reſpectively adminiſter the government) ſhall 

bed preſident; . and have a caſting voice, but no tber vote; and 
-with the advice and conſent of, the ſaid council, ſhall appoint 
all the ſaid officers ; and that a majority of the ſaid council be a 
quorum. And further, the ſaid fenators ſhall not be eligible to 
the ſaid council, for two years ſucceſſively,  —- 

XXIV. That all military officers-be appointed 8 pleaſure; | 
that all commiffioned officers, civil and military, be commiſſioned 

by the governor; and that the chancellor, the judges of the 

_ Fupreme court, and firſt judge of the county court in every coun- 
ty, hold their offices during good behaviour, or until they ſhall 
have reſpectively attained the age of ſixty years. ſe 

XXV. That the chancellor, and judges of the ſupreme orcs 6! 
ſhall not, at the ſame time, hold any other office, excepting that of MW m 
delegate to the general-congreſs, upon ſpeeial occaſions z and that WW 4 

the fir judges of the county courts, in the ſeveral counties, ſhall. 1; 
ndt, at the ſame time, hold any other office, excepting that of ſe. MW a; 
-nator, or delegate to the general congreſs. But if the chancellor, 
or either of the ſaid Judges, be elected or appointed to any other {M « 
office, excepting as is before h it ſhall be at his option, N « 
in which to ſerve. ce 
© XXVI. That ſheriffs and coroners be annually appointed ; and 7 
- that no perſon ſhall be capable of holding either of the aid offices, ot 
© more than four years ſucceſſively ; nor the ſheriff of Holding: any 
other office at the fame time... 

XXVII. And be it further ordained, that the ropiſtes; and- clerks. 
in chancery, be appointed by the chancellor; the clerks of the 
ſupreme court, by the judges of the ſaid court; the clerk of the 
court of probates, by the judge of the-ſaid court; and the re- 

Peru and marſhal of the court of admiralty, by the judge of the 
7 admiralty.. The ſaid marſhal, regiſters, and clerks, to continue 
nin office during the pleaſure aof choſe, by whom they are to be 

appointed, as aforeſaid. 
And that all attornies, ſolicitors, and e at law, 3 
after to be appointed, be appointed by the court, and licenſed by 
the firſt judge of the court, in which they ſhall reſpectively plead 
or practiſe; and be regulated by the rules and orders of the 10 
courts. 

XXVIII. And be it-further 8 that — 15 by this con- 
vention, the duration of any office thall not be aſcertained, ſuch 
office ſhall. be conſtrued to be held during the pleaſure of the coun · 
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| oil of 3 that ies ſhall be iffu- 


ell to judges of the county courts' (other than to the firſt judge) 
and to juſtices of the peace, once at the leaſt in every three years. 
XXIX. That town clerks, ſuperviſors, afſeſſors, conſtables, 
collectors, and all other officers, heretofore eligible by the people, 
ſhall always continue to be fe eligible, in the manner directed by 
the preſent or future acts of the legiſlature. 

That loan officers, county treaſurers, and clerks of the ſuper - 
viſors, continue to be appointed in the manner directed oy the | 
preſent or future acts of the legiſlature. | 

XXX. That delegates, to repreſent this ſtate in the general con- 
grels of the united ſtates of America, be annually appointed as 


follows; 20 wit, The ſenate and aſſembly ſhall each openly no- 


minate as many perſons, as ſhall be equal to the whole number 
of delegates to be appointed; after which nomination, they ſhalk 
meet together, and thoſe perſons, named in both liſts, ſhall be 


| delegates 53 and out of thoſe perſons, whoſe names are not in both 


lids, one half ſhall be choſen by the joint ballot of the ſenators 
and embers of afſembly, ſo met together as aforeſaid. | 

XXXI. That the ſtyle of all laws ſhall be as follows; 10 uit, 
«© Be it enacted by the people of the ſtate of New York, repreſents 
ed in ſenate and aſſembly: And that all writs and other pro- 
ceedings ſhall run in the name of the people of the flate of News 
York, and be tefted-in the name of the chancellor, or chief judge | 
of the court, from whence they thall iffue. 

XxX lH. And this convention doth further, in che name and 


dy the authority of the good people of this Rate, ordain, deter - 


mine and declare, that a court ſhall be inſtituted, for the trial of 
impe chments, and the correction of errors, under the regula- 
tions which ſhall be eſtabliſhed by the legiſlature; and to con- 
ſiſt of the preſident of the ſenate, for the time being, and the fe. 
nators, chancellor, and judges of the ſupreme court, or the major 
part of them; except, that When an impeachment ſhall be proſe - 


| cuted againk the chance:lor, or either of the judges of the ſupreme 


court, the perſon, ſo impeached, ſhall be fuſpended from exerci- 
kng bis office, until his acquittal; and in like manner, when an 
appeal, from a decree in equity, ſhall be heard, the chancellor 


mall inform the court, of the reaſons of his deeree, but ſhall not 


have a voice in the final ſentence.. And if the cauſe to he deter- 
mined, ſhall be brought up by writ of error, on a queſtion of 
law, on a judgment in the ſupreme court, the judges of that 
court ſhall aſſign the reaſons of ſuch their judgment, but —_ 

Bot have a voice lor its armance or rererſal. | 
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XXXIII. That the power of impeaching all . officers of tle 
Rate, for mal and corrupt conduct in their reſpective offices, be 


veſted in the repreſentatives of the people in aſſembly; but that it 


mall always be neceſſary, that two third parts of the members 
preſent ſhall conſent to and agree in ſuch impeachment, That 
previous to the trial of every impeachment, the members of the 

ſaid court ſhall reſpe&ively be ſworn, truly and impartially to. 
try and determine the charge in queſtion, according to evidence; 
and that no judgment of the ſaid court ſhall be valid, unleſs it 
be aſſented to, by two third parts of the members then preſent; 
nor ſhall it extend farther, than to removal from office, and 
diſqualification to hold and enjoy any place of honour, truſt, or 
profit, under this ſtate. But the party, fo convicted, ſhall be, 
nevertheleſs, liable and: ſubject to indictment, trial, ae ment, 
and puniſhment, according to the laws of the land. 

- XXXIV. And it is further ordained, that, in every trial on 
impeachment, or indict ment for. crimes or miſdemeanors, the par- 
ty, impeached or n N ſhall . allowed counſel, as in civil. 
actions. 

"XXXV. And Me convention: 48 Pricnibae; in the name and 
by the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, deter- 
mine, and declare, that ſuch parts of the common law of Eng- 
land, and of the ſtatute law of England and Great Britain, 
and of the acts of the legiſlature of the colony of New York, as: 
together did form the law of the ſaid colony on the 19th day of 
April, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
ſeventy-five, ſhall be and continue the law of this. ſtate,. ſubje& 
to ſuch alterations and proviſions, as the legiſlature of this ſtate 
mall, from time to time, make concerning the ſame. That 


ſuch of the ſaid acts, as are temporary, ſhall expire at the times 


limited for their duration reſpectively. That all ſuch parts of 
the ſaid common law, and all ſuch of the ſaid ſtatutes, and 


acts aforeſaid, or parts thereof, as may be eonſtrued to eſtabliſh. 


or maintain any particular denomination of chriſtians or their 


miniſters, or concern the allegiance heretofore. yielded to, and the 


ſupremacy, ſovereignty, government, or prerogatives, claimed or 
exerciſed by the king of Great Britain, and his predeceſſors, 


over the colony of New Vork, and its inhabitants, or are repug- 
nant to this e eee e and they hereby are, abrogated 
and rejected. And this convention doth further ordain, that 
the reſolves. or reſolutions of the congreſſes of the colony of New 
York, and of the convention of the ſtate of New Vork, now in 


force, and not repugnant to the government. eſtabliſhed. by this 


— 
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conſtitution, mall be conſidered as making part of the laws 6f 
this ſtate ; ſubje&, nevertheleſs, to ſuch alterations and proviſions 
as the legiſlature of this Kate — 5 from time to time, mike con- 
cerning the ſame, | 

XXXVI. And be it ande ordained, that all grants of 
lands within this ſtate, made by the king of Great Britain, or 
perſons acting under his authority, after the fourteenth day of 

October, one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy-five, ſhall be 
null and void: but that nothing, in this conſtitution contained, 


| ſhall be conſtrued to affect any grants of land, within this faiths 
made by the authority of the ſaid king or his predeceſſors, or to 
annul any charters to bodies politic, by him, or them, or any of 


them, made, prior to that day. And that none of the ſaid char- 
| ters ſhall be adjudged to be void, by reaſon of any non-uſer or 


miſuſer of any of their reſpective rights or privileges, between the 


| nineteenth day of April, in the year of our Lord one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and ſeventy- five, and the publication of this con- 
ſtitution. And further, that all ſuch of the officers, deſcribed 
in the ſaid charters reſpectively, as, by the terms of the ſaid 


| charters, were to be appointed by the gevernor of the colony 


of New Vork, with or without the advice and conſent of the 
council of the ſaid king, in the ſaid colony, fhall henceforth be 
appointed by the council, eſtabliſhed by this conſtitution, for the 
appointment of officers in this fate, until otherwiſe eee by 
the legiſlature. 

XXXVII. And 3 it is of 8 rei to the ſafety 


of this ſtate, that peace and amity with the Indians, within the 


ſame, be at all times ſupported and maintained z—and whereas 
the frauds, too often practiſed towards the ſaid Indians, in con- 
tracts made for their lands, have, in divers inſtances, been pro- 


ductive of dangerous diſcontents and animoſities:— Be it ordain- 


ed, that no purchaſes or contracts for the ſale of lands, made ſince 
the fourteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord one. thou- 
and ſeven hundred and ſeventy- five, or which may hereafter be 
made with or of the ſaid Indians, within the limits of this ſtate 
ſhall be binding on the faid Indians, or deemed valid, unleſs 

ade under the LY and with the conladtor the legiſlature 
of this ſtate. 

XXXVIII. And whereas we are required; by the benevo- 
lent principles of rational liberty, not only to expel civil tyran- 
ny, but alſo to guard againſt that ſpiritual oppreſſion and intole- 
ance, wherewith the bigotry and ambition of weak and wicked 
riefts and princes have ſcourged mankind : this | convention 
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doth further, in the name and by the authority of the good pes. 
ple of this ſtate, ordain, determine, and declare, that the fre 
exerciſe and enjoyment of religious en e worſhip, with. 
out diſcrimination or preference, ſhall forever hereafter be allow. 
ed, within this ftate, to all mankind. Provided that the liberty 


| 
\ | of conlcience, hereby granted, thall not be fo conſtrued, as to n 
5 excuſe acts of licentiouſneſs, or juſtify Practices, inconſiſtent with W v 
the peace or ſafety of this ſtate. je 
| XXXIX. And whereas the minifters of the goſpel are, by their MW @ 
profeſſion, dedicated to the ſervice of God and the cure of ſouls, Nei 
and -ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their func. . 


tion; therefore no miniſter of the goſpel, or prieſt of any deno. 
- mination whatſoever, ſhall, at any time hereafter, under any pre. 
_ , tence or deſcription whatever, be eligible to, or capable of hold. 
ing, any civil or military office or place, within this ſtate. 
XI. And whereas it is of the utmoſt i importance to the ſafety 
of every ſtate, that it ſhould always be in a condition of de. 
fence; and it is the duty of every man, who enjoys the protec - 
tion * ſociety, to be prepared and willing to defend it; this con-W or 
vention, therefore, in the name and by the authority of the good pl 
people of this ſtate, doth ordain, determine, and declare, that it: er 
militia of this ſtate, at all times hereafter, as well in peace as il pr 
wär, ſhall be armed, and diſciplined, and in readineſs for ſervice. be 
That all ſuch of the inhabitants of this ſtate (being of the peo- W 
ple called quakers) as, from ſcruples of conſcience, may be aver pr 
to the bearing of arms, he therefrom excuſed by the legiſlature;MW ſu 
and do pzy to the ſtate, ſuch ſums of money, in lieu of their per to 
fonal ſervice, as the ſame may, in the judgment of the legiſlature up 
be worth: And that a proper magazine of warlike ſtores, pro- th. 
portionate to the number of inhabitants, be, forever hereafter, 1M un 
the expenſe of this ſtate, and by acts of the legiſlature, eftablill-W m 
ed, maintained, and continued, in every county in this ſtate. | 
XLI. And this convention doth further ordain, determine nie 
22a declare, in the name and by the authority of the good peo fo, 
ple of this ſtate, that trial by jury, in all cafes, in which it hat ſer 
heretofore been uſed in the colony of NewYork, ſhall be eſtz the 
bliſhed, and remain inviolate forever. And that no acts of a 
tainder ſhall be paſſed by the legiſlature of this ſtate, for crime c- 
other than thoſe committed before the termination of the preſen vi 
war; and that ſuch acts ſhall not work a corruption of blood ſu 
And further, that the legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall, at no time here 
after, inſtitute anv new court or courts, but ſuch as ſhall pre 
ceed according to the courſe of the common laß. 
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XIII. And chis convention doth further, in the name and by 
the authority of the good people of this ſtate, ordain, determine, 
and declare, that it ſhall be in the diſcretion, of the legiſlature, to 
naturalize all ſuch perſons, and in ſuch manner, as they ſhall 
think proper; provided all ſuch of the perſons, ſo to be by them 
naturalized, as, being born in parts beyond ſea, and out of the 
united ſtates of America, ſhall come to ſettle in, and become ſub - 
jets of this ſtate, ſhall take an oath of allegiance to this ſtate, 
and abjure and renounce all allegiance and ſubjection to all and 
every foreign king, prince, potentate, and ſtate, in all matters, 


eccleſiaſtical, as well as civil. By arder, 
| = LEONARD GANSEVOORT.. | 


TH Ahern NEW-JERSE 3 6, 
HEREAS all the conſtitutional authority, ever poſ- 
ſeſſed by the kings of Great Britain, over theſe coloniess 

or 8 other deminioss, was, by compact, derived from the peo- 

ple, and held of them, for the common intereſt of the whole ſoci- 
ety Vallegiance and protection are, in the nature of things, reci- 
proc al ties, each equally depending upon the other, and liable to 
be diſſolved by the other's being refuſed or withdrawn: —- And 

whereas George the third, king of Great-Britain, has refuſed 
protection to the good people of theſe colonies ; and by aſſenting to 
ſundry acts of the Britiſh parliament, attempted to ſubject them 
to the abſolute dominion of that body; and has alſo made war 

upon them, in the moſt cruel and unnatural manner, for no o- 

ther cauſe, than aſſerting their juſt rights ;—all civil authority 

under him is neceſſarily at an end, and a diffolution of gm 
ment in each colony has conſequently taken place. 

Aud whereas, in the preſent deplorable ſituation of theſe colo- 
nies, expoſed to the fury of a cruel and relentleſs enemy, ſome 
form of government is abſoiutely neceſſary, not only for the pre- 
ſervation of good order, but alſo the more effectually to unite 
the people, and enable them to exert their whole force in their 
oon neceſſary defence; and as the honourable the continental 
congreſs, the ſupreme council of the American colonies, has ad- 
viſed ſuch of the colonies, as have not yet gone into the mea- 
ſure, to adopt, for themſelves reſpectively, ſuch government, 
as ſhall beſt conduce to their own -hapyineſs and ſafety, and the 
well-being of Ainerica in general: - We, the repreſentatives of the 


Soiony,of Ne en having been elected by all the counties in 
2 
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the freeſt manner, and in congreſs affcrnbled; have, after mature 


deliberations, agreed upon a ſet of charter rights and theform of a f 
conſtitution, i in manner following, viz. | U 
I. That the government of this province ſhall be” veſted in 12 
govern, legiſlative council, and general aſſembly. | F 


IT. That the legiſlative council, and genera] aſſembly, ſhall he 
choſen, for the firſt time, on the fecond Tueſday in Auguſt next; 4 
the members whereof ſhall be the ſame in number and qualifications, fi 
as axe herein after mentioned ; and ſhall be and remain veſted with jo 
all the powers and authority to be held by any future legiſlative n 
council and aſſembly of this colony, until the ſecond Tueſday in We 5 
October, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeyxen 
hundred and ſeventy- ſeven. to 

III. That en the ſecon4 Tueſday in October yearly, and every in 
year for ever (with the privilege of 2djourning from day to day, WW 
as occaſion may require) the counties ſhall ſeverally chooſe one = 
perſon, to be a member of the legiſlative c. uncil of this colony, WM 4 
who ſhall be, and have been, for one whole year next before the or 

election, an inhabitant and freeholder in the county, in which I a8 
ſen, and worth at leaſt one thouſand pounds, proclama- W 
ey, of real and perſonal eſta e, within the ſame county: Ge 
that, at the ſame time, each county ſhall alſo chooſe three members ¶ to 
of afſembly ; provided that no perſon ſhall be entitled to a 
ſeat in the ſaid aſſembly, unleſs he be, and have been, for one in 
whole year next before the election, an inhabitant of the county WM ſoi 
the is to repreſent, and worth five hundred pounds proclamation v 
money, in real and perſonal eſtate, in the ſame county: that on W vo 
the ſecond Tueſday next after the day of election, the council and ch 
aſſembly ſhall ſeparately meet; and that the conſent of both g0 
houtes ſhall be neceſſary to every law; provided, that ſeven ſhall 
be a quorum of the council, for doing buſineſs, and that no law of 
ſhall paſs, unleſs there be a majority of all the repreſentatives of MW lor 
each body perſonally preſent, and agreeing thereto. Provided al- ch 
ways, that if a majority of the repreſentatives of this provinee, an- 
in council and general aſſembly convened, ſhall, at any time pr 
or times hereafter, judge it equitable and proper, to add to or or 
diminiſh the number or proportion of the members of aſſembly for 
any county or counties in this colony, then, and in ſuch caſe, the qt 
ſame may, on the principles of more equal repreſentation, be law- of 
any done: any thing in this charter, to the contrary notwith - pa 
ſtanding: ſo that the whole number of repreſentatives in afſem- fe 
bly, ſhall not, at any time, be leſs than thirty-nine. 
IV. That all nnn of this colony, of full age who as 
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WM worth fifty pounds, proclamation money, elear ate in the ſame, 
© and have reſided within the county, in which they claim a vote, 
a for twelve, months immediately preceding the election, ſhall be en- 
titled to vote for repreſentatives in council and aſſembly; and alſo 
bor all other public officers, that ſhall be elected by the people of 
the county at large. 0 
e v. That the aſſembly, when met, mall have power to Sol | 
t; a ſpeaker, and other their officers ; to be judges of the qualifica- 
„ WE tions and elections of their own members; fit upon their own ad- 
h journments ; prepare bills, to be paſſed into laws; and to em- 
power their ſpeaker to, convene them, whenever any extraordina y 
in occurrence ſhall render it neceſſary, 
en WW VI. That the council ſhall alſo have power to prepare bille, 
| to paſs into laws, and have other like powers as the aſſembly, and 
in all reſpects be a free and independent branch of the legiſlature 
„ef this colony; ſave only, chat they ſhall not prepare or alter any 
ne BW money bill—which ſhall be the privilege of the aſſembly: that 
„ the council ſhall, from time to time, be convened by the governor 
the or vice- 8 but muſt be convened, at all times, when the 
ch aſſembly fits ; for which purpoſe the ſpeaker of the houſe of aſ- 
wy ſembly ſhall ways.” immediately after an adjournment, give no- 
: Wl tice to the governor, or vice preſident, of the time and Places 
er; to which the houſe is adjourned. | 
4 VII. That the council and aſſembly jointly, at their fir meet- 
dne ing after each annual election, ſhall, by a majority of votes, elect 
ſome fit perſon within the colony, to be governor for one year, 
on who ſhall be conſtant preſident of the council, and have a caſting 
vote in their proceedings; and that the council themſelves ſhall 
and chooſe a vice preſident, who ſhall act as ſuch in the abſence of the 
oth governor. 


hall VIII. That the governor, or, in 516 abſence, the vice-preſident 
= of the council, ſhall have the ſupreme executive power, be chancel- 
8 0 


lor of the colony, and a& as captain-general and commander in 
al. chief of all the militia, and other military force in this colony g 
Ee, and that any three or more of the council ſhall, at all times, be a 
privy- council, to conſult them ; and that the governor. be ordinary 
for ſurrogate general. 

IX. That the governor and council, (ſeven whereof mall be a 


the quorum) be the court of appeals, in the laſt reſort, in all clauſes 
bn of lav, as heretofore ; and that they poſſeſs the power of granting 
itn- 


| pardons: to criminals; after condemnation, 1 in all caſes of treaſon, 
em; felony, or other offences. | 
_ X. That captains, and. all other inferior officers of the militias 

1 | G3 | f 
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tall be chofen by thi coitifities) in the reſpective counties; but 
feld and general office's, by the council and aſſembly. 

XI. That the council and affembly ſhall have power to make the 
gre: t ſen] of this colony, Whick ſhall be kept by the governor, or, 
in his abſence, by the vice- prefident of the council, to be uſed by 
them, as occaſion may require: and it ſhall be called he great ſal 
F the cclony of New-Ferſey. | 

XII. That the judges of the ſupreme court ſhall continue in 
office for ſeven years : the judges of the inferior court of common 
pleas in the ſeveral counties, juſtices of the peace, clerks of the 

fupreme court, clerks of the inferior court A common pleas and 
quarter ſeſſions, the attorney-general, and provincial ſecretary, ſhalt 
eontinue in office for five years: and the provincial treafurer ſhall 
continue office for one year; and that they ſhall be ſeverally ap- 
pointed by the council and affembly, in manner aforeſaid, and 
ommiffioned by the governor, ors in his abſence, the vice-preſis 
dent of the council. Provided always, that the ſaid officers, ſe- 
verally, ſhall be capable of being re-appointed, at the end of the 
tei ms ſeverally before limited; and that any of the ſaid officers 
Mall be liable to be diſmiſſed, when adjudged guilty of miſbehavi- 
bur, by the council, on an impeachment of the aſſembly. 


XIII. Thar the inhabitants of each county, qualified to vote at 


aforeſaid, ſhall at the time and place of electing their repreſenta- 
tives, antually elect one ſheriff, and one or more coroners ; and 
that they may re-cle& the ſame perſon to ſuch offices, until he "ſhall 
have ſerved three years, but no longer ; after which, three years 
muſt elapſe, before the ſame perſon is capable of being elected a- 
gain. When the election is certified to the governor, or vice · preſi. 
dent, under the hands of fix frecholders of the county, for which 
they were elected, they ſhall be immediately commiſſioned to ſerve 
in their reſpective offices. 

XIV. That the towvſhipe, at their annual town ON for 
electing other officers, ſhall chooſe conſtables for the gift: its re- 

ſpec̃tively; and alſo three or more judicious frecholders of good cha- 
racter, to hear and finally determine all appeals, relative to unjuft 
aſſeſſments, in cafes of public taxation; which commifſioners of 
appeal ſhall, for that purpoſe, fit at ſome Caitable] time or times, to 
be by them appointed, and made known to the people, by adver- 
__tuſements. 

XV. That thelaws of the colony mall ed in the felowing 
Ayle, viz, © Be it enacted by the council and general affembly d 
this colony, and it is hereby enacted by authority of the fame':” 
that all — gramed by the „ or vice * 
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greeting: and that all writs ſhall likewiſe run in the name of the 
colony: and that all inditments ſhall conclude in the following 
manner, Viz. © Againſt the peace of t — the government 
and dignity of the ſame.” | 
XVI. That all criminals ſhall be admitted 10 the ſame urivile- | 


ges of witneſſes and counſel, as their eee are or ſhall be 


entitled to. | 
XVII. That the eſtates of ſuch perſons, as ſhall deſtroy their 
own lives, ſhall not, for that offence, be forfeited ; but ſhall deſcend 
1a the fame manner, as they would have done, had ſuch perſons 
died in the natural way; nor ſhall any article, which may occa- 
ſion accidentally the death of any one, be henceforth deemed a de- 


| odand, or in any wiſe forfeited, on account of ſuch misfortune. 


XVIII. That no perſon ſhall ever, within this colony, be de- 


| prived of the ineſtimable privilege of worſhiping Almighiy God, 
in a manner agreeable to the dictates of his own conſcience ; nor, 


under any pretence whatever, be compelled to attend any place of 
worſhip, contrary to his own faith and judgment ; nor ſhail any 
perſon, within this colony, ever be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or 
any other rates, for the purpoſe of building or repairing any o- 
ther church or churches, place or places of worſhip, or for the 
maintenance of any miniſter or miniftry, contrary to what he be- 
lieves to be right, or has WIRE or voluntarily cugaged hinz- 
ſelf to perform. | 
XIX. That there ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any one religi- 
ous ſect in this province, in preference to another; and that no 
proteſtant inhabitant of this colony ſhall be denied the enjoyment 
of any civil right, merely on account of his religious principles; 
but that all perſons, profeſſing a belief in the faith pro- 
teſtant ſect, who ſhall demean themſelves peaceably under the go- 
vernment, as hereby eſtabliſhed, ſhall be capable of being elect- 
ed into any office of profit or truſt, or heing a member of either 
branch of the legiſlature, and hall fully and freely enjoy every 
privilege and immunity, enjoyed by others their fellow ſubjects. 

XX. That the legiſlative department of this govermuent mas, 
as much as poſſible, be preſerved from all ſuſpicion ot cori e 
none of the judges of the ſupreme or other courts, ſheriffs, or any 
other perſon or perſons poſſeſſed of any poſt of profit under the 
government, other than juſtices of the peace, ſhall be entitled to a 
ſeat in the aſſembly; but that, on his being elected, and taking his 
ſeat, his office or poſt ſhall be conſidered as vacant. 

XXI. That all the laws of this province, contained in the 4 
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tion 7 OE publiſhed by mr. Allinſon, ſhall be auer remain in full 


{ congreſs, that if a reconciliation, between Great- Britain anl 


this charter ſhall be null and void —otherwiſe to remain . and 
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force, until altered by the legiſlature of this colony (ſuch only ex. 


 cepted, as are incompatible with this charter) and ſhall be, accord. 


ing as heretofore, regarded in all refpeRs, by all civil 10 8 and 2 
, the good people of this province. | 
XXII. That the common law of England, as well as J mach 


of the ſtatute law, as have been heretofore practiſed in this colo. MW 1 


Dy, ſhall ſtill remain in force, until they ſhall be altered by a fue 
ture law of the legiflature ; ſuch parts only excepted, as are re. f 


pugnant to the rights and privileges contained in this charter; 


and that the meſtimable right of trial by jury ſhalt remain confirm. 0 


ed, as a part of the law of this colony, without repeal, for ever, k 


XXIII. That every perſonj Who ſhall be elected, as aforeſaid, 


| to be a member of the legiſlative council, er houſe of aſſembly, 2 


mall, previous to his taking his ſeat in ee , take i 
the following oath or affirmation, viz. : tl 
I, A. B. do folemnly declare, that, as a ne of the le. 


| Giſlative couneil [or aſſembly, as the caſe may be,] of the eolony of 


which ſhall appear to me mjurious to the public welfare of ſail 
colony, nor that ſhall-annul or repeal that part of the third ſc. 
tion in the charter of this colony, which eſtabliſhes, that the elet. 
tions of members of the legiſlative council and aſſembly ſhall be 
annual; nor that part of the twenty-ſecond ſe&ion in ſaid char. 
ter, reſpecting the trial by jury, nor that ſhall annul, repeal, er 
alter any part or parts of the eighteenth or een ſe8tions of 
the ſame.” 

And any perſon or-perfons, who tal hs elected as aforeſaid, 
is hereby empowered to adminiſter, to the ſaid members, the (ail 
bath or affirmation. 

Provided always, and it ts the true intent and meaning of thi 


h 
b 
New- Jerſey, I will not aſſent to any law, vote or proceeding, * 
f 
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theſe colonies, ſhould. take place, and the latter be taken again 
under the protection and government of the crown of Britain 


1 
a 


Javiolable. | | 
In PROVINCIAL CONGRESS, New- Jerſey, | - 
Burlington, July 2, 1776. 
._ By order of congreſs, 
TxtraQt from the minutes, SAMUEL TUCKER, Prebl 
WILLIAM a Secretary. 
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n. conflitution of the 3 of Pennſylvania, as rer 
; nin convention, the 2d day of September, 179 1 ot. 


WE, the people of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, ordaia 
and eſtabliſh this conſtitution for its government, 


ARTICLE E, 


HE legiſlative power of this commonwealth, ſhall be 
veſted in a general aſſembly, which ſhall on ns A 
ſenate and. houſe of repreſentatives. 

II. The repreſentatives ſhall be choſen annually, by: the citizens 
of the city of Philadelphia, and of each county e on the 
ſecond Tueſday of October. | 

III. No perſon ſhall be a repreſentative, who ſhall not Naw 
attained the age ef twenty-one years, and have been a citizen and 
inhabitant of the ſtate three years next preceding his election, and 
the laſt year thereof an inhabitant of the city or county, in which 
he ſhall be choſen ; unleſs he ſhall have been abſent on the public 
bufineſs of the united ftates, or of this ſtate. No perſon, reſiding 
within any city, town, or borough, which ſhall be entitled to a 
ſeparate repreſentation, ſhall be elected a member for any county; 
nor ſhall any perſon, reſiding without the limits of any ſuch ct, 
town, or borough, be e'eKed a member therefor. _ 

IV. Within three years after the firſt meeting of the e 
aſſembly, and within every ſubſequent term of ſeven years, an en- 
rvmeration of the taxable inhabitants ſhall be made, in ſuch man- 
ner as ſhall be directed by law. The number of repreſentatives 
ſhall, at the ſeveral periods of making ſuch enumeration, be fix- 
ed by the legiſlature, and apportioned among the city of Phila- 
delphia, and the ſeveral counties, according to the number of tax. 
able inhabitants in each ; and ſhall never be leſs than fixty, nor. 
greater than one hundred. Each county ſhall have, at leaſt, one 
repreſentative : but no county, hereafter erected, ſhall be entitled 
to a ſeparate repreſentation, until a ſufficient number of taxable 
inhabitants ſhall be contained within it, to entitle them to one 
repreſentative, agreeable to the ratio, which ſhall mm be efta< 

bliſhed, : o 
V. The ſenators all be choſen for four years, by FE citizen 
of Philadelphia, and of the ſeveral counties, at the ſame time, 
in the ſame manner, and at the 2 858 Ines where they: ſhall- vote 
for repreſentatives. 

VI. The number of ſenators hal, at the Sent b of 1 
king the e umeration before mentioned, be fixed by the legiſa. 
ture, and apportioned among the diſtricts formed as herein after 


> 
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eee es Wadi hebt in each: = 
and ſhall never be leſs than ene fourth, nor greater than one 
third, of the number of repreſentatives. a 

VII. The ſenators ſhall be choſen in diſtriẽts, to be formed by ſhal 
the legiſlature ; each diſtrict containing ſuch à number of taxable 
inhabitants, as ſhall be entitled to elect not more than four ſena. 
tors: When a diſtrict ſhall be compoſed of two or more counties, 
they ſhall be adjoining. Neither the city of Philadelphia, nor any 
eounty, ſhall be divided, in forming a diftri&. 

VIII. No perſon ſhall be a ſenator, who ſhall not have attzin. 

ed the age of twenty-five years, and have been a citizen and in, 
habitant of the ſtate four years next before his election, and the 

Jaft year thereof an inhabitant of the diſtrict, for which he ſhall be 

choſen ; unleſs he ſhall have been abſent on the public buſineſs of 

the united ſtates, or of this ſtate. 

IX. Immediately after the ſenators ſhall be aſſembled, in con- 
ſequence of the firſt election, ſubſequent to the firſt enumeration, 
they ſhall be divided, by lot, as equally as may be, into four claſſes. 

The ſeats of the ſenators of the fir claſs ſhall be vacated, at 
the expiratioa of the firſt year; of the ſecond claſs, at the expi- 
ration of the ſecond year; of the third claſs, at the expiration 
of the third year ; and of the fourth claſs at the expiration of the 

fourth year; ſo that one fourth may be choſen every year. 

X. The general aſſembly ſhall meet on the firſt Tueſday of De. 
. cember in every year, unleſs ſeoner convened by the governor. 
XI. Each houſe ſhall chooſe its ſpeaker and other officers : and 

the ſenate ſhall alſo chooſe a ſpeaker, pro tempore, when the . 

_ er ſhall exerciſe the office of governor, 

XII. Each houſe ſhall judge of the qualifications of its mem- 
bers. Conteſted elections ſhall be determined by a committee to be 
ſelected, formed, and regulated in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed 

by law. A majority of each houſe ſhall conſtitute a quor um to 
; do buſineſs: bat a ſmaller number may adjourn from day to day, 

and may be authoriſed, by law, to compel the attendance of ab- 

u members, in ſuch x manner, and under ſuch penalties, as may 

be provided. 

: XIII. Each houſe may determine the rules of its proceed- 

: ings z- puniſh its members for diſorderly behaviour ; and, with 
the concurience of two-thirds, expel a member; but not a ſecond 
time for the ſame caule ; and ſhall have all other powers neceliary 

for a branch of the legiſlature of a free ſtate. 

XIV. Each houſe ſhall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
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And -the yeas and nays of the members, on any queſtion, frail | 
n "the deſire of any two of them, be entered on the journals 
XV. The doors of each houſe, and of committees of the whole, 


| ſhall} be open, unleſs when the buſineſs ſhall be ſuch as e en 
be kept ſecret. 


XVI. Neither boufe hall, wot che confent of the 4 


[adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place An 
that in which the two houſes ſhall” be fitting. 


XVII. The ſenators and repreſentatives” ſhall receive a com- 
penſation, for their ſervices, to be aſcertained by law, and paid 


| out of the treaſury of the commonwealth. They ſhall, in all 

| caſes, except treaſon, felony, and breach or ſurety of the peace, 

be privileged from arreſt, during their attendance at the ſeſſion 

| of the reſpective houſes, and in going to and returning from 
the ſame, And for any ſpeech or debate in either © houſe, "hoy 

| ſhall not be queſtioned in any other place. 


XVIII. No ſenator or repreſentative ſhall, during che Um for 
which be ſhall have been elected, be appointed to any civil officeg 


vader this commonwealth, which ſhall have been created, or the 
emoluments of which ſhall have been increaſed, during ſuch time : 
ind no member of congreſs, or other perſon holding any office 
| (except of attorney at law, and in the militia) under the united 
| ates or this commonwealth, thall be a member of either anf 
during his continuance in congreſs, or in office. 


XIX. When vacancies happen in either houſe, the ſ. peaker hall 


fue writs of election to fill ſuch vacancies. 
XX. All bills, for raiſing revenue, ſhall originate in the houſe 


of repreſentatives ; but the ſerate may e as in 
other bills. 


XXI. No money malt be auen from the treaſury, but in con» 
kivetics of appropriations. made by law. 


XXII. Every bill, which ſhall have paſſed both houſes, man 


be preſented to the governor, If he approve, he ſhall fign it: 


bur if he ſhall not approve, he ſhall return it, with his chest. 
one, to the hvuſe, in which it ſhall have originated, who ſhall 


enter the objections. at large upon their journals, and proceed to 
re conſider it. If, after fuch re-conſideration, two-thirds of that 
houſe ſhall agree to paſs the bil, it ſhall be ſent, with the ob. 


jections, to the other houſe, by which likewiſe it ſhall be re- con- 
ſidered: and if approved by two-thirds of that houſe, it ſhall be a 
jaw. But in ſuch caſes, the votes of both houſes ſhall be deter- 


mined by yeas and nays : and the names of the perſons voting 
e * be varered on * of each 


e 
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houſe an If any bill ſhall not be 8 ww the ge. 
vernor within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it ſhall have WW fin 
been preſented to him; it ſhall be a law, in like manner as if M8 cal 
he had ligned it; unleſs the general aſſembly, by their adjourn. ; 
ment, prevent its return; in which caſe, it ſhall be a law, unle( by 
ſent back within three days after their next meeting. poi 
XXIII. Every order, reſolution, er vote, to which the con. ſha 
currence of both houſes may be neceſſary (except on a queſtion of Wt has 
adjournment) ſhall'be preſented to the governor ; and, before it his 
mall take effect, be approved by him; or, being diſapproved, but 
Hall be re- paſſed by two-thirds of both houſes, N to of 


the rules and limitations preſcribed in caſe of a bill. No 
| e KH ore 

by. THE ſupreme executive power of this commonwealth ſhall ſhi! 

| be veſted in a governor, cre! 


IT. The governor ſhall be choſen on the ſecond Tueſday of WM dex 
October, by the citizens of the commonwealth, at the places where lav 
they ſhall reſpectively vote for repreſentatives. The returns of dec 
every election for governor ſhall be ſcaled up, and tranſmitted to ted 
the ſeat of government, directed to the ſpeaker of the ſenate, who T 7 
ſhall open and publiſh them, in the preſence of the members Fra 
of both houſes of the legiſlature. The perſon having the highet WW 2 
number of votes, ſhall be governor. But if two or more "ſhall an t 


be equal and higheſt in votes, one of them ſhall be choſen go. WM ties 
vernor, by the joint vote of the members of both houſes. Con. 1 

| feſted elections ſhall be determined by a committee, to be ſeledted nfo 
from both houſes of the legiſlature, and formed and regulated in then 
ſuch manner as mall be directed by law. N 
III. The governor ſhall hold his office during three yeart aſſer 
from the third Tueſday of December next enſuing his election witt 
and ſhall not be capable of holding it longer than nine in any * 


term of twelve years. 
IV. He ſhall be at leaſt thirty years of age, and have been 
citizen and inhabitant of this ſtate ſeven years next before ti 
election; unleſs he ſhall have been abſent on the Neue buſineſs 
of the united ſtates, or of this ſtate. _ 
V. No member of congreſs, or perſon holding 2 office un · 
der the united , or this ſtate, ſhall exerciſe the office of g0- 
vernor. | 

VI. The governor ſhall, at ſtated Ames; receive, foe his ſer- 
vices, a compenſation which ſhall be neither increaſed nor dimi- 
niſhed during the period for which he ſhall have been elected. 


VII. He ſhall be commander * of the army and navy 9 


: 1 PENNSYLVANIA. = 


0 this FO FEY and of the militia; except when they ſhall be | 


called into the actual ſervice of the united ſtates. 


: MW by this conſtitution, or ſhall be eſtabliſhed by law, and whoſe ap- 
pointments are not herein otherwiſe provided for; but no perſon 
ſhall be appointed to an office within any county, who ſhall not 
have been a citizen and inhabitant therein one year next before 
it WY bis appointment, if the county ſhall have been ſo long ereftedy 


j but, if it all not have been ſo long erected, then within the limits 
of the county or eountizs, out of which it ſhall have been taken. 
No member of congreſs from this ſtate, nor any perſon holding 


or exerciſing any office of truſt or profit under the united ſtates, 
{l ſkill, at the ſame time, hold or exerciſe the office of judge, ſe- 
cietary, treaſurer, prothonotary, regiſter of wills, recorder of 


declare incompatible with offices or ee under the uni- 
ted ſtates. 

IX. He ſhall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, and 
grant reprieves and pardons, except in caſes of impeachment. 


in the executive department, upon any ſubject OY to the du- 
| ties of their reſpective offices. 

XI. He ſhall, from time to time, give to the general aſſembly 
information of the ſtate of the commonwealth, and recommend to 
their conſideration ſuch meaſures as he ſhall judge expedient. 

XII. He may, on extraordinary occaſions, convene the general 
aſſembly z and, in caſe of diſagreement between the two houſes, 
with reſpe& to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to ſuch 
time as he ſhall think proper, not exceeding four months. _ 

XIII. He ſhall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
1 XIV. In caſe of the death or reſignation of the governor, or 
iis of his removal from office, the ſpeaker of the ſenate ſhall exer- 
ig ciſe the office of governor, until another governor ſhall be duly 

IE qualified. And if the trial of a conteſted election fhall continue 
n« blonger than until the third Tueſday in December next enſuirg the 
o. election of a governor ; the governor of the laſt year, or the ſpea- 

ker of the ſenate, who may be in the exercite of the executive au- 
ro © thority, ſhall continue therein, until the determination of ſuch 
li. conteſted W ud until a governor ſhall be qualified as afore- 
ind;-- 


F XV. A ſecretary ſhall be appointed and commiſſioned during 


the governor's continuance in office, ii he ſhall fo 1 behave . 
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VIII. He ſhall appoint all officers, whoſe offices are eſtabliſhed 


deeds, ſheriff, or any office in this ſtate, to which a ſalary is by 
law annexed, or any other office which future legiſlatures ſhall 


X. He may require information, in writing, from the officers 
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Juons of perſons qualified as aforeſaid, between the ages of twen, 
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_ chinafelf well. He ſhall keep a fair regiſter of all the official adi 
and proceedings of the governor, and ſhall, when required, hy 
the ſame, and all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, 
before either branch of the legiſlature ;z and ſhall perform ſuch 
ther duties as ſhall be enjoined him by law. 
| ARI4I1 CIS I. 

1. IN elections by the citizens, every freeman, of the ag 
of twenty-one years, having reſided in the ſtate two years next 
before the election, and within that time paid a ſtate or county 
tax, which ſhall have been aſſeſſed at leaſt ſix months before the 
election, ſhall enjoy the rights of an elector; provided, that the 


y- one and twenty two years, ſhall be entitled to vote, although 
they ſhall not have paid taxes. 

II. All elections ſhall be by ballot, except thoſe by perſons in 

ther repreſentative capacities, who ſhall vote viva woce. 

III. Electors ſhall, in all caſes, except treaſon, felony, and 

ee or ſurety of the peace, be privileged from arreſt during 
[their attendance at elections, and in going to and returning fron 
them. 
ARTICLE Iv 
I T HE houſe of repreſentatives: ſhall have the mie power « 
dne 8 
II. All impeachments ſhall be tried by the ſenate, When (it 
<ting for that purpoſe, the ſenators ſhall be upon oath or affirms 
tion. No perſon ſhall be convicted, without the concurrence d 
two thirds of the members preſent. 

III. The governor, and all other, civil ao 5D thy 
ceommonwealth, ſhall be liable to impeachment for any miſdemes- 

nor in office. But judgment, in ſuch caſes, ſhall not extend fur. 
mer than to removal from office, and diſqualification to hold any 
office of honour, truſt, or profit under this commonwealth, 
The party, whether convicted or: acquitted, ſhall nevertheleſs bt 
able to indictment, trial, judgment and aan according 
o law. a 

| ARTICIRAV, 

1 H E judicial power, of this commonwealth ſhall be ry 
in 2 ſupreme court, in courts of oyer and terminer and genen 
jail delivery, in a court of common pleas, orphans' court, regi- 
- ter's court, and a court of quarter ſeſſions of the peace for exc 

county, in juſtices of the peace, and in ſuch other courts as th 
. may, from time to time, eſtabliſh. 
II. The judges of che ſupreme court, and of the Re cout 


2 


of common pleas, ſhall hold air offices during good behaviour. 
But for any reaſonable cauſe, which ſhall not be ſufhcient ground 


| of impeachment, the governor may remove any of them, on the 
addreſs of two thirds of each branch of the legiſlature. The 
judges of the ſupreme court, and the preſidents of the ſeveral . 
| courts of common pleas, ſhall, at ſtated times, receive, for their 


ſervices, an adequate compenſation, to be fixed by law, which 


| ſhall not be diminiſhed during their continuance in office: but 
they ſhall receive no fees or perquiſites of office, nor hold 5 On 


ther office of profit under this commonwealth. 
III. The juriſdiction of the ſupreme court ſhall extend over 


the ſtate: and the judges thereof ſhall, by virtue of their offices, 
| be juſtices of oyer and terminer and genernl jail delivery in the 


ſeveral counties. 
TV. Until it ſhall be otherwiſe directed by law, the Grad courts 
of common pleas ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the following manner. 


The governor ſhall appoint in each county, not fewer than threes 


nor more than four judges, who, during their continuance in 
office, ſhall reſide in ſuch county. The Rate ſhall be divided, 
by law, into circuits, none of which ſhall include more than 225 


| nor fewer than three counties. A preſident ſhall be appointed of 
| the courts in each circuit, who, during his continuance in õice, 


ſhall reſide therein. The prefident and judges, any. two of whom 


| ſhall be a quorum, ſhall compoſe the reſpective courts of com 


mon pleas. 


V. The judges of the court of common pleas, in each county, 


ſhall, by virtue of their offices, be juſtices of oyer and terminer 
and general jail delivery, for the trial of capital and other offenders 
therein: any two of the ſaid judges, the preſident being one, | ſhall 
be a quorum ; but they ſhall not hold a court of oyer and ter- 
miner or jail delivery in any county, when the judges of the ſu. 
preme court, or any of them, ſhall be fitting in the ſame county. 


The party accuſed, as well as the commonwealth, may, under 


ſuch regulations, as ſhall be preſcribed by law, remove the in- 
difment and proceedings, or a tranſcript. thereof, into the ſu- 


preme court. : 
VI. The ſupreme court and the ſeveral courts. of common pleas 
ſhall, beſide the powers heretofore uſually exerciſed by them, have 


the powers of a court of chancery, ſo far as relates to the per- 
petuating teſtimony, the obtaining of evidence from places not 


within the ſtate, and the care of the perſons and eſtates of thoſe, 
who a are von compotes mentis: and the 3 ſhall veſt, in anon 
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ſaid courts, ſuch other powers, to grant relief in equity, as ſhall 
be found neceſſary; and may, from time to time, enlarge or di. 
miniſh thoſe powers, or veſt them in ſuch other courts as they 
ſhall judge proper, for the due adminiſtration of juſtice. 

VII. The judges of the court of common pleas of each coun. 
ty, any two of whom -ſhall be a quorum, ſhall compoſe the court 
of quarter ſeſſions of the peace, and orphans' court thereof: and 
the regiſter of wills, together with the ſaid judges, or any two 
of them, ſhall compoſe the regiſter's court of each county. 

VIII. The judges of the courts of common pleas ſhall, withi 
their reſpective counties, have the like powers with the judges 
of the ſupreme court, to iſſue writs of certiorari to the juſtices 
of the peace, and to cauſe their proceedings to be brought before 
We, and the like right and juſtice to be done, : 

IX. The preſident of the court, in each circuit, within. ſuch 
circuit, and the judges of the court of common pleas, within their 
reſpective counties, ſhail be juſtices of the peace ſo tar as relates 
to criminal matters. 

X. The governor ſhall appoint a competent number of 1 
of the peace, in ſuch convenient diſtricts, in each county, as are 

or ſhall be directed by law: they ſhall be commiſſioned during 
good behaviour; but may be removed on conviction of miſbcia- 
viour ia office, or of any infamous crime, or on the addreſs of 
both houles of the legiſlature, 

XI. A regiſter's office fir the probate of wills ad granting 
letters of adminiſtration, and an office for the recording of deeds, 
ſhail be kept in each county | 

XII. The ſtyle of all proceſs ſhall be, The commonwealth of 
Pennſylvania ; all proſecutions ſhall be carried on, in the name 
and by the authority of the commo wealth of Pennſylvania, and 
Peace againſt the peace and dignity of the ſame. 


„„ vt 5 
I. SHERIFFS and coroners ſhall, at the times and places of 


election of repreſentatives, be choſen by the citizens of each county. 


Two perſons ſhall be choten for each office, one of whom, for each 
reſpectively, ſhali be appointed hy the governor.  'They ſhall hold 
their offices {or three years, if they ſhall fo long behave themlc}ves 
well, and until a ſucceffor be duly qualified: but no perſon ſhall 
be twice choſen or appointed ſheriff in any term of ſix years. Va- 
cancies, in either of the ſaid offices, ſhall be filled by a new ap- 


pointment, to be made by the governor, to continue until the 


next general election, and until a FO ſhall be choſen and 
| qualified as aforelaid. 
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II. The freemen of this commonwealth ſhall be armed and 


| diſciplined for its defence. 'Thoſe, who conſcientiouſly ſcruple to. 
bear arms, ſhall not be compelled to do ſo; but ſhall pay an 
| equivalenc for perſonal ſervice. The militia officers ſhall be ap- 
pointed, in ſuch manner, and for ſuch ys as ſhall be dir WO | 


by law. 


III. Prothonotaries, clerks of the peace _ kn _ 
| recorders of deeds, regiſters of wills, and ſheriffs, ſhall keep their 
| offices in the county town of the county, in which they reſpee- 
| tively ſhall be officers ; unleſs when the governor ſhall, for ſpe- 
cial reaſons, diſpenſe therewith, for any term, not exceeding ive. 


years, after the county ſhall have been erected. 


IV. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name and by the anthucd. 
ty of the commonwealth of Pennſylvania, and be ſealed wath the 

| ſtaie ſeal, and ſigned by the governor. 

V. The ſtate treaſurer fhall. be appointed, n by the 


joint vote of the members of both houſes. All other officers, in 


| the treaſury department, attornies at law, election officers, 5 | 


cers relating to taxes, to the poor and highways, conſtables, and 


| other townſhip officers, ſhall be TOS in ' fuck manner AS is 
or 888 be directed by law. 


ARTICEE VI: 


* THE legiſlature ſhall, as ſoon as conveniently may be, pro- 
vide, by law, for the eſtabliſhment ef ſchools throughout the 


Rate, | in ſuch manner, that the poor may be taught gratis. 


II. The arts and ſciences ſhall be promoted in one or more 


Pa ee a of learning. 
III. The rights, privileges, immunities, and eſtates of religi- 


| ous ſocieties and corporate bodies, ſhall remain, as if the con- 
| futution of this. ſtate had not been altered or amended. 


„„ R T FEE E VII | 
MEMBERS of the general aſſembly, and all officers, execu- 


tive and judicial, ſhall be bound by oath or affirmation, to ſup- 


port the conſtitution of this commonwealth, and to perform the 
duties of their reſ pective offices with fidelity. 


ARTICLE. IX. 


That the general, great, and eſſential principles of liberty and 70 


government may be recognized and unalterably eflabli ped, "IT 
DECLARE, 


1. THAT all men are born equally free and independent, * 


* 2 . 
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have certain inherent and indefeaſible rights, among which an 
thoſe of enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, 
poſſeſſing, and protecting e and reputation, and of purſy. 
ing their own happineſs. 

II. That all power is inherent in the people ; and all free go⸗ 
vernments are founded on their authority, and inſtituted for their 
peace, ſafety, and happineſs. For the advancement of thoſe ends, 
they have, at all times, an unalienable and indefeaſible right, to 

alter, reform, or aboliſh their __- nment, in ſuch manner as they 
may think proper. 
III. That all men have a nature and indefeaſible right to wor. 
fhip Almighty God according to the dictates of their own con. 
Feiences ; that no man can, of right, be compelled to attend, ere, or 
ſupport any place of worſhip, or to maintain any miniſtry, again 
his conſent ; that no human authority can, in any caſe whatever, 
gontrol or interfere with the rights of conſcience z and that ne 
preference ſhall ever be given, by law, to any religious eſtabliſh 
ments or modes cf wor ſhip. 
Iv. That no perſon, wo acknowledges the being of a God, 
and a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, ſhall, on account 
of his religious ſentiments, be diſqualified to hold any office g 
one of truſt or profit under this commonwealth. 
V. That elections ſhall be free and equal. 
VI. That trial by jury ſhall be as heretofore, and the righ 
thereof remain inviolate. 
VII. That the printing preſſes ſhall be free to every perſon, 
who undertakes to examine the proceedings of the legiſlature or 

any branch of government: and no law ſhall ever be made to re. 
ſtrain the right thereof. The free communication of thoughts and 
opinions is one of the invaluable rights of man: and every ci. 
tizen may freely ſpeak, write, and print on any ſubject, being 
reſponſible for the abuſe of that liberty. In proſecutions for 
the publication of papers, inveſtigating: the official conduct af 
officers, or men in a public capacity, or where the matter pub- 
liſhed is proper for public information, the truth thereof may 
be given in evidence. And, in all inditments for libels, the jury 
ſhall have a right to determine the law and the facts, under ths 
direction of the court, as in other caſes, ' 

VIII. That the p-ople ſhajl be ſecure in their perſons, houſes, 
papers, and poſſeſſions, from unreaſonable ſearches. and ſeizures: 
and that no warrant, to ſearch any place or to ſeize wy enen or 


-— 
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re WW things, ſhall iſſue Mich deſeribing then as nearly as may be, 


„vor without probable cauſe, ſupported by oath or affirmation, 

u IX. That, in all criminal proſecutions, the accuſed hath a 
nght to be heard by himſelf and his council; to demand the na- 

o- W ture and cauſe of the accuſation againſt Th ; to meet the wit= 

ir Wl neſſes face to face; to have compulſory proceſs for obtaining wit- 

s, WW ocfſes in his favour ; and, in proſecutions by indictment or infor- 


to mation, a ſpeedy public trial, by an impartial jury of the vicinage : - 


ey W that he cannot be compelled to give evidence againft himſelf ; 
nor can he be deprived of his life, liberty, or property, unleſs by 
r. the judgment of his peers, or the law of the land. 
Ne X. That no perſon ſhall, for any indictable "offence, be pro- 
or ¶ eeeded ag ainſt criminally by information, except in caſes ariſing 
ok in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual ſer- 
er, vice, in time of war or public danger, or, by leave of the court, 
no Wl for oppreſſion, and miſdemeanor in office. No perſon ſhall, for the 


ſh. ¶ ame offence, be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb: nor ſhall 


any man's property be taken or applied to public uſe, without 
being made. 

injury done him in his lands, goods, perſon, or reputation, ſhall 
oft 


on, 
of 


miniſtered without ſale, denial, or delay. Suits may be brought 


in ſuch caſes, as the legiſlature may, by. law, direct. 

XII. That no power of ſuſpending laws, ſhall be exerciſed, 
re-M unleſs by the legiflature, or its authority. 
and XIII. That exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceſſive 
ci · ¶ fines impoſ d, nor cruel puniſhments inflicted. 
eing 
for 
I of 


unleſs for capital offences, when the proof is evident, or pre- 
fumption great: and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus 
ub · ¶ ſnall not be ſuſpended, unleſs when, in caſes of rebellion or in- 
maj vaſion, the public ſafety may require it. 

jury XV. That no commiſſion of oyer and terminer or rl delivery 
- theWiball be iſſuer. 


XVI. That the perſon of a debtor, where there is not ftrong 
aſes, 
res: 


n fiber as hall be preſcribed by law. 


XVII. That no ex poſt fatta nh nor any law i impaicing con- 
3; ſhall be made, 


Hz 


the conſent of his repreſentatives, and without j uſt OCT | 
xI. That all. courts ſhall be open; and every man, for an 
kave remedy by the due courſe of law, and right and juſtice ad- 


againſt the commonwealth in ſuch manner, in ſuch courts, and 


„ ha all priſoners ſhall be bailable by ſufficient ſareties, | 


preſumption of fraud, ſhall not be continued in priſon, after deli- 
rering up his eſtate for the benefit of his creditor 85 in fuck man 
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3 IXE- That no perſon ſhall be attainted of treaſon or felony 
by the legiſlature, 


XIX. That no attainder mall work corruption of blood, nor, 


except during the life of the offender, forfeiture of eſtate to the 


eommonwealth ; that the eſtates of ſuch perſons, as ſhall deſtroy 
their own lives, ſhall deſcend or veſt as in caſe of natural death; 
and if any perſon ſhall be killed by caſualty, there ſhall be no for. 
feiture by reaſon thereof. 

XX. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, 
to aſſemble together for their common good, and to apply to thoſs 
inveſted with the powers of government, for redreſs of grievances, 
er other proper purpoſes, by petition, addr cſs, or remonſtrance. 

XXI. That the right of the citizens to bear arms, in defence 
ef themſelves and the ſtate, ſhall not be queſtioned. 

XXII. That no ſtanding army ſhall, in time of peace, be kept 

up, without the conſent of the legiſlature; and the military ſhall, 

in all caſcs, and at all tines, be in ſtrict ſubordination to the civil 
ower. 

XXIII. That no 5 ſhall, in time of peace, be quartere 
in any houle, without the conſent of the owner, nor, in time of 
war, but in a manner, to be preſcribed by law. 

XXIV. That the legiſlature ſhall not grant any title of nobility 


or hereditary diſtin ion, nor create any oilice, the appointment 


to which ſhall be for a longer term than during good behaviour, 
XXV. That emigration from the ſtate ſhall not be prohibited, 
XXVI. To guard againft tranſgreſſions of the high powers 
Which we have delegated, WE DECLARE, That every thing 
in this article, is excepted out of the general powers of un. 
ment, and mall forever remain inviolate. 


SCHEDULE. 


.TH 4 T nm inconvenience may ariſz from the alterations and 


amendments in the conſiituiton of this commonwealth, ard it 
order to carry the ſame into complete operation, it is bereby de- 
clared aud ordained, 


I. HAT all laws of this ch, 5 in force at the time 
| of making the ſaid alterations and amendments in tie 
Kill conſtitution, and not inconfiſtent therewith, and all rights, 
Actions, proſecutions, claims, and contracts, as ol of individi- 
als, as of bodies corporate, thall continue as if the ſaid alter: 
Hons and amendments had not been made. 
II. That the preſident and ſupreme executive be 0 


'  oontinue to exerciſe the executive authority of this commons 


nw << £@ uw 
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wealth; as heretofore, until the third Tueſday of December next: 
but no intermediate Vacancies in the dne mall be (upped by 


| new elections. 


III. That all officers, i in the appointment 5 the executive de- 


partment, ſhall continue in the exerciſe of the duties of their re- 
| ſpe&tive offices, until the firſt day of September one thouſand 


ſeven hundred and ninety- one —unleſs their commiſſions ſhall 
ſooner expire by their own limitations, or the ſaid offices become 


vacant by death or refignation—and no longer, unleſs re-appoint- 


ed and commiſſioned by the governor ; except that the judges of 


| the ſupreme court ſhall hold their offices for the terms in theie 


commiſſions reſpectively. expreſſed. 5 

IV. That juſtice ſhall be adminiſtered in 5 ſeveral counties 
of this ſtate, until the period aforeſaid, by the ſame juſtices, in 
the ſame courts, and in the ſame manner, as heretofore, 


v. That no perſon, now in commiſſion as ſheriff, ſhall bs eli- 


gible at the next election, for a longer term than will, with the 


time, which he ſhall have ſer ved: in the ſaid aN complnte the 


term of three years. 
VI. That, until the fir ſt „ mall be made, as direct; 


ed in the 7 ſection of che firſt article of the conſtitution, 
eſtabliſned by this convention, the city of Philadelphia and the 
| ſeveral counties ſhall be reſpectively entitled to elect the ſame 
number of repreſentatives, as is now preſcribed by law. 


VII. That the firſt ſenate ſhall conſiſt of eighteen members, 
to be choſen in diſtricts, formed as follows, to <vit: The city 
of Philadelphia and the counties of Philadelphia and Delaware 
ſhall be a diſtrict, and elect three ſenators : the county of. Cheſter 
ſhall be a diſtri, and ſhall elect one ſenator: the county of 
Bucks ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall elect one ſenator : the 
county of Montgomery ſhall be a diſtri, and ſhall ele& one ſe- 
nator : the county of Northampton ſhall.be a diſtrict, and ſhall 
elect one ſenator: the counties of Lancafter and York ſhall be 
a diſtrict, and ſhall eject three ſenators: the counties of Berks 


| and Dauphin ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall ele& two ſenators ; the 


counties of Cumberland and Mifflin ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall 


eledt one ſenator: the counties of Northumberland, Luzerne, 
| and Huntivgdon ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall ele& one "ſenator ; 


the counties of Bedford and Franklin ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall 
elect one ſenator :\ the counties of Weſtmoreland and Allegany 
ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſhall ele& one ſenator : and the counties 
of Waſhington and Fayette ſhall be a diſtrict, and ſtall ele 
two levators ; which ſenators thall ſerve until the firk Enumeray 
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tion before-mentioned ſhall be made, aud the repreſentation in 
both houſes of the legiflature ſhall be eſtablimed by law, and 
choſen as in the conſtitution is directed. Any vacancies, which 
mall happen in the ſenate, within the faid time. ſhall be ſup. 
plied as prefcribed in the nineteenth ſection of the firft article. 
VIII. That the elections of fenators ſh:1] be conducted, and the 
returns thereof made, to the fenate, in the ſame manner as is 
preſcribed ty the election laws of the ſtate for conducting and 
making return of the election of repreſentatives. In thoſe Gif. 
tris, which conſiſt of mo;e than one county, the judges cf the. 
diſtri & elections within each county, after having formed a re. 
turn of the whole election within that county, in ſuch manner 38 
zs directed by law, ſhall fend the ſame, by one el more of their 
number, to the place herein after mentioned within the diſtrict, of 
Which ſuch county is a part, where the judges, ſo met, ſhall 
compare and caſt up the ſeveral county retuans, and execute, under 
their hands and ſeals, one general and true return for the whole 
diſtriꝭ : that is to ſay, the judges of the diſtrict compoſed of the 
city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Ph ladelphia and Dela- 
ware, ſha'l meet in the ſtate houle in the city of Philadelphia; the 
Judges of the diftrift compoſed of the counties of Lancaſter and 
York ſhall meet at the court houſe, in the county of Lancaſter; 
the judges of the diſtri compoſed of the counties of Berks and 
Dauphin, ſhall meet at Middletown in the county ot Berks ; the 
judges of the diftrift compoſed of the counties of Cumberland 
and Mifflin, ſhall meet in Greenwood townſhip, county of 
Cumberland, at the houſe now occupied by David Miller ; the 
judges of the diftrift compoſed of the counties of Northumber- 
land, Luzerne, and Huntingdon, ſhall meet in the town of Sun- 
N the judges of the diſtrict compoſed of the counties of Bed- 
ford and Franklin, ſhall meet at the houſe now occupied by 
John Dickey, in Air townſhip, Bedford county; the judges of 
the diſtrict compoſed of the counties of Welknoteking and 
Allegany, ſhall meet in Weſtmoreland county, at the court houſe 
in the town of Greenſborough ; z and the judges. of the diſtrict, 
compoſed of the counties of Waſhington and Fayette ſhall meet 
at the court houſe in the town of Waſhington, in Waſhington 
county, on the third T ueſday i in October reſpeCtively ; for the 25 
ſes aforeſaid. 
IX. That the election of the governor ſhall be conduRed, in 
the ſeveral counties, in the manner preſcribed by the laws of the 
fate for the election of reprefentatives : and the returns in each 


county ſhall be ſealed by the judges of the elections, and travſ= 


2. . 


f PENNSYLVANIA i 


mitted to the preſident of the ſupreme; executive it direct- 


E to the ſpeaker of the ſenate, as ſoon after the election as may bes”: 


Done in convention, the ſecond day of September, i in. the 


"= year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and nine - 


ty, and of the independence of the united ſtates of Ame- 
rica, the fifteenth. In teſtimony whereof we have here- 
unto ſubſcribed our names. 
_ THCMAS MIPFLIU, Passio kr. 
James Wilſon, Paul Groſcop, 
Hilary Baker, Baltzer Gebr, 
William Lewis, Samuel Sitgreaves, 
Thomas M*Kean, John Arndt, | 


Robert Coleman, 


Sebaſtian Graff, 
John Hubly, 
John Breckbill, 
Henry Miller, 
Henry Slegle, 
William Reed, 


Benjamin Tyſon, + 
Benjamin Pedan, 


Matthew Dill, 
William Irvine, 
James Power, 
Joſeph Heiſter, 


George Gray, Peter Rhoads, 
William Robinſon, junior, * Joſeph Powell, 
Robert Hare, Juohn Piper, 
Enoch Edwards, Charles Smith, 
Samuel Ogden, Simon Snyder, 
Thomas Jenks, William Findley, 
: John Barclay, William Todd, 185 
Abraham Stout, Alexander Addiſon, Hs 
William Gibbons, Job Homes | © 
Thomas Bull, David Redick, 
James Royd, James Roſs, 
Edward Hand, John Smilie, 


Albert Gallatin, 
James M*Lene, 
George Matthews, 
James Morris, 


Lindſay Coates, 
Jonathan Shoemaker, 


John Gloninger, 


William Brown, 


Alexander Graydon, 


Timothy Pickering, 


Andrew Henderſon, _ 
John Gibſon, 


Thomas Beale, | 


Chriſtian Lower, 
Abraham Lincoln, 


Atteſt. Joſeph Redman, fecretary, e 
Jacob Shallus, a/iftart ſecretary. t aN 


ohn Sellers, 
Nathaniel Newlin. 
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22 CONSTITUFION 


-CONSTITUTION'OF DELAWARE. 
4 DECLARATION OF RIGHTS and Fundamental 


rules of the Delaware flate, formerly flyled, The government 
bs: the counties of Newcaſtle, Kent, and Suſſex, upon Delaware, 


I. HAT all government, of right, originates from the 
| J people, is founded in compact only, and inſtituted ſolely 
for the good of the whole. 

IT. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to 
worſhip Almighty God, according to the dictates of their own 
conſciences and underſtanding 3 z and that no man ought, or of 
right can be compelled to attend any religious worſhip, or 
maintain any miniſtry, contrary to, or againſt. his own free will 
and conſent; and that - no. authority can or ought to be veſted 
in, or e by, any power whatever, that: ſhall in any caſe in. 
terfere with, or in any manner control the right of conſcience, 
in the free exerciſe of religious worſhip. 

III. That all perſons, profeſſing the chriſtian 8 ought 
forever to enjoy equal rights and privileges in this ſtate ; unleſs, 


under colour of religion, any man diſturb. the . the happt- 
neſs, or ſafety of ſociety. 


IV. That the people of this ſtate have the ſole, . and. 


Inherent right of e ng and regulating the internal woes of 
the tame, 

V. That perſons antraſied with the legiſlative and executin 
powers, are the truſtees and ſervants of the public, and, as ſuch, 
accountable for their conduct; wherefore, whenever ihe ends of 
government are perverted, and public liberty manifeſtly endan 
gered, by the legiſlative ſingly, or a treacherous combination 
of both, the people may, and of right ought. to bhi a new 
or reform the old government. 

VI. That the right, in the people, to participate in the legiſla- 
ture, is the foundation of liberty andof all free government ; and 
for this end, all elections ought to be free and frequent; and eve- 
ry Gann, having ſufficient evidence of a permanent common 
intereſt with, and attachment to the conan, hath a right 
of ſuffrage. 

VII. That no power of ſuſpending laws, or the execution of 
laws, ought to be exerciſed, unleſs by the legiſlature. 

VIII. That, for redreſs of grievances, and for amending and 


 frengthening of the lays, the e 8 ght to be frequently 


con vened.. 


* nN _ 


Ix. That every man hath a Tight to petition the legiſlature, for 
the redreſs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly manner. 
Xx. That every member of ſociety hath a right to be protected. 

in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and property, and therefore is 
pound to contribute his proportion towards the expenſe of that 
protection, and yield his perſonal fervice, when neceſſary, or an 
equivalent thereto; but no part of a man's property can be 
juſtly taken from him, or applied to public uſes, without his own 

| conſent, or that of his legal repreſentatives : vor can any man, 


that is conſcientiouſly ſcrupulous of bearing arms in any caſe, 


ö 
| WE be juſtly compelled thereto, if he will pay ſuch equivalent. 

| XI. That reti oſpective laws, puniſhing offences committed be. 
We fore the exiſtence of ſuch laws, are  oppretiive and unjuſt, and 
| ought not to be. made. 


XII. That every freeman, for every injury done him in his 


* Woods, lands, or perſon, by any cther perſon, ought to have 
remedy, by the courſe of the law of the land, and ought to 
have juſtice and right for the injury done to him, freely without 
(ale, fully without any denial, and 1 without eva ds AC = 
cording: to the law of the land. 

XIII. That trial, by jury, of facts, where they i is one 
ef the greateſt lecurities of the lives, liberties, and celinkes a. the 

people. 

XIV. That in all proſecutions for tine offences: every 
man hath a right to be informed of the accuſation againſt him, 
to be allowed counſel, to be confronted with the accuſers'or wit- 
neſſes, to examine BO on oath in his favour, and toa ſpeedy 
trial, by an impartial jury, without whoſe unanimous con 
dught not to be found guilty. 1785 | 


de co n peed to give evidence againſt himſelf. 

XVI. That exceſſive bail onght not to be W nor 
0 txceſſive fines impoſed, nor cruel 1 nor e ee ms 
ma fie. 5 ns 
re. XVII. That all ns, without 1 to ſearch ſuſpeRted 


101 places, or to ſeize any perſon or his property, are grievous 

St end oppreſfive 5 and all general warrants—to fearch luſpected 

„ {Wlaces, or to apprehend all perſons; ſuſpected, without naming or 

of lelcribing the place or my N in ET pad bcaes inen and 
dught not to be granted, 

and XVIII. That a well regulated militia is the proper, vatural; and 

at Wake © fence of a free government. 525 tn as 


XIX. That ending armics are dabgerous: to e and 


- 


XV. That no man, in the courts of common 1 ought to 
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| _ not to beraiſed or kept UP, without the conſent of the 4 a 
5 ature, ED 
XX. That, in all cats and at all Ges che ner ought if 
to be under ftrict een to, and ee by, 8 civil i # 
power. | (el 
XXI. Thit no Foldier ought to be adhd in any houſe,; in an 
time of peace, without the conſent of the owner; and in time of ge 
hay in ſuch manner only, as the legiſlature ſhall direct. fr 
XXII. That the independency and uprightneſs of judges are ye 
effcarial to the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, and a great WY be 
Oy to the rights and liberties of the people. | eve 
XXIII. That the _—_ of the 2 85 9 to be e 5 


| 33 hs 
The conflitution, or fs fem of government, agreed- to and reſolve M ho 
3 by the repreſentatives, in full convention, of the Dela. of 
care flate, formerly fiyled, The gowernment of the countin Wl wv 
e Newecafile, Kent, and Suſſex, upon Delaware ; the ſail M ply 

_ repreſentatives being choſen by the Freemen of the ſaid fats, of 
for that expreſs purpoſe. | | [ln t 
I. HE government of the counties of. Newcaffle, Kent, fla 
and Suſſex, upon Delaware, ſhall hereafter, in ail pub- and 
ke, and other writings, be called, The Delaavare fate. a 
II. The legiſlature ſhall be Corned of two diſtinct branches, Wl 
They ſhall meet once or oftener in every year, and. ſhall be Cale GT 
led, The general aſſembly of Delaware... e 
III. One of the branches of the ane mall he called Om 
The houſe of aſſembly, and ſhall conſiſt of ſeven repreſentative; * 
to be choſen for each county mel of ſuch perſons as att _ 


| freeholders of the ſame. 

IV. The other branch ſhall-be Siet 7 be 4 and confi 
of nine members; three to be choſen for each county at tht 
time of the firſt election of the aſſembly, who ſhall be freehold 
ers of the county, for which they are choſen, and be upwards of 
twenty-five years of age. At the end of one year after the 
general election, the counſellor, who had the ſmalleſt number 
of votes in each county, ſhall be diſplaced, and the vacancit 
thereby occaſioned, ſupplied by the freemen of each county chool 
ing the ſame or anether perſon, at a new election, in mann 
aforeſaid. At the end of two years after the firſt general election 
the counſellor, who ſtood ſecond in number of votes in ea 
county, ſhall be diſplaced, and the vacancies, thereby occaſionei 
* by a new 3 in manner eis. And at ih 


„ DELAWARE 16 


end of three years from the firſt general 8 the counſellor, 
who had the greateſt number of votes in each county, ſhall be diſ- 
placed, and the vacancies, thereby occaſioned, ſupplied by a 


new election. in manner aforeſaid, And this rotation, of a coun- 
ſellor being diſplaced at the end of three years in each county, 


and his office ſupplied by a new choice, ſhall be continued af- 


terwards in due order annually forever; whereby, after the 


firſt general election, a counſellor will remain in truſt for three 
years, from the time of his being elected, and a counſellor will 
be diſplaced, and the ſame or another choſen in each county at 


| every election. | 
V. The right of Fo Re in the election of ES for botk 


houſes, ſhall remain, as exerciſed by law at preſent; and each 
houſe ſhall chooſe its own ſpeaker, appoint its own officers, judge 
of the qualifications and elections of its own members, ſettle its 
awn rules of proceeding, and direct writs of election, for ſup- 
plying intermediate vacancies. They may alſo ſeverally expel any 
of their own members for miſbehaviour, but not a ſecond time 


in the ſame ſeſhons for the ſame offence, if re- elected; and they 
hall have all other powers, neceſſary for the eee of a free 


and independent ſtate. 

VI. All money bills, for the ſupport of government, ſhall ori- 
ginate in the houſe of aſſembly, and may be altered, amended, 
or rejected, by the legiſlative council. All other bills and ordi- 
nances may take riſe in the houſe of aſſembly, or legiſlative 
council, and may be altered, amended, or rejected by either. 


VII. A preſident or chief magiſtrate ſhall be choſen by joint | 


ballot of both houſes, to be taken in the houſe of aſſembly, and 
the hox examined by the ſpeakers of each houſe, in the preſence 
of the other members; and in caſe the numbers, for the two high- 
eſt in votes, ſhould be equal, then the ſpeaker of the council ſhall 
have an additional caſting voice; and the appointment of the per- 
ſon, who has the majority of votes, ſhall be entered at large on 
the minutes and journals of each houſe, and a copy thereof, 

on parchment, certified and ſigned by the ſpeakers reſpectively, 
and ſealed with the great ſeal of the ſtate, which they are hereby 
authoriſed to affix, ſhall be delivered to the perſon, ſo choſen pre- 
ſident, who mall continue in that office three years, and until the 
ſitting of the next general aſſembly, and no longer; nor be eli- 
gible until the expiration of three years, after he ſhall have been 
out of that office, An adequate, but moderate ſalary ſhall be 
kttled on him, during his continuance in office. He may draw 
for ſuch ſums of e as hall be appropriated by the general 
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aſſembly, and be accountable to them for the ſame ; he may, by 
and with the advice of the privy council, lay embargoes, or pro. 
hibit the exportation of any commodity, for any time, not ex. 
ceeding thirty days, in the receſs of the general aſſembly; he 
ſhall have the power of granting pardons or reprieves, except 
where the proſecution ſhall be carried on by the houſe of aſſembly, 
or the law ſhall otherwiſe direct; in which caſes no pardon or 
_ reprieve ſhall be granted, but by a reſolve of the houſe of a. 
ſembly; and may exerciſe all the other executive powers of go. 

vernment, limited and reſtrained, as by this conſtitution is men. 
tioned, and according to the laws of the ſtate. And on his death, 
inability, or abſence from the ſtate, the ſpeaker of the legiſlative 
council, for the time being, ſhall be vice-preſident; and in caſe 
of his death, inability, or abſence from the ſtate, the ſpeaker 


of the houſe of aſſembly ſhall have the powers of a preſident, 


until a new nomination be made by the general aſſembly. | 

VIII. A privy-council, conſiſting of four members, ſhall be 
choſen by baliot, two by the legiſlative council, and two by the 
houſe of aſſembly : provided, that no regular officer of the army 
or navy, in the ſervice and pay of the continent, or of this, or 
of any other ſtate, ſhall be eligible. And a member of the legiſla- 
tive council, or of the houſe of aſſembly, being choſen of the privy. 
council, and accepting thereof, ſhall thereby loſe his ſeat. Three 
members ſhall be a quorum ; and their advice and proceedings ſhall 
be entered on record, and ſigned by the members preſent, (to any 
part of which, any member may enter his diſſent) to be laid be. 
fore the general aſſembly, when called for by them. Two mem» 
bers ſhall! be removed by ballot, one by the legiſlative council, 
and one by the houſe of aſſembly, at the end of two years; 
and thoſe, who remain, the next year aſter ; who fhall ſeverally 
be ineligible, for the three next years. Theſe vacancies, as well 
as thoſe occaſioned ly death or incapacity, ſhall be ſupplied by 
new elections, in the ſame manner. And this rotation of a privy 
_ counſellor ſhall be continued afterwards in due order, annually, 
forever, The preſident may, by ſummons, convene the privy- 
council, at any time, when the public exigencies may require, and 
at ſuch place, as he ſhall think moſt convenient, when and where 
They zre to attend accordingly. | | N 

IX. The preſident, with the advice and conſent of the privy- 
council, may embody the militia, and act as captain- general and 
commander in chief of them, and the other military force of this 
ſtate, under the laws of the ſame. | | 

X. Either houſe of the general aſſembly may adjourn themſelves 


reſpectively. The prefident ſhall not prorogue, adjourn, or diflolve 
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the general aſſembly; but he may, with the advice of the privy 
council, or on the application of a majority of either houſe, cail 
them before the time, to which they ſhall ſtand adjourned ; and 
the two houſes ſhall always fit at the ſame time and place; for 
which purpoſe, immediately after every adjournment, the ſpeaker 
of the houſe of aſſembly ſhall give notice to the ſpeaker of ths 
other houſe, of the time, to which the houſe of aſſembly ſtands 
adjourned. | 5 | 
XI. The delegates for Delaware, to the congreſs of the united 
fates of America, ſhall be choſen annually, or ſuperſeded in tha 


| mean time, by joint ballot of both houſes in the general aſſembly. 


XII. The preſident and general afſembly ſhall, by joint bal- 


bt, appoint three juſtices of the ſupreme court for the ſtate, ono 


of whom. ſhall be chief juſtice, and a judge of admiralty, and alſa 


four juſtices of the courts of common pleas and orphans' courts, 
| for each county, one of whom in each court ſhall be ſtyled chief 


juſtice (and, in caſe of diviſion on the ballot, the preſident ſhail 


| have an additional caſting voice). to be commiſſioned by the pre- 


fident, under the great ſeal—who ſhall continue in office during 


good behaviour. And during the time the juſtices of the ſaid 


ſupreme court, and courts of common pleas, remain in office, 


| they ſhall hold none other, except in the militia, Any one of the 
| juſtices of either of ſaid courts ſhall have power, in caſe of the 


non-coming of his brethren, to open and adjourn thz court. An- 
adequate, fixed, but moderate falary ſhall be ſettled on them, dur- 
ing their continuance in office. The preſident and privy-coun- 


eil ſhall appoint the ſecretary,. the attorney-general, regiſters for 


the probate of wills, and granting letters of adminiſtration, re- 
giſters in chancery, clerks of the courts of common-pleas and 
orphans? courts, and clerks of the peace, who ſhall be commiſ- 
honed as aforeſaid, and remain in office during five years, if they 
behave themſelves well; during which time, the ſaid regiſters 
in chancery, and clerks, ſhall not be juſtices of either of the ſaid 
courts, of which they are officers, but they ſhall have authority 
to ſign all writs, by them iſſued, and take recognizances of bai!. 
The juflices of the peace ſhall be nominated by the houſe of aſſem- 
bly ; that is to ſay, they ſhall name twenty-four perſons for 
each county, of whom the preſident, with the approbation of 
the privy- council, ſhall appoint twelve, who ſhall be commiſſion 


ed, as aforeſaid, and continue in office during ſeven years, if they 


behave themſelves well; and in caſe, of vacancies, or if the le- 
giſlature ſhall think proper to increaſe the number, they ſhall. 


be nominated and appointed in like manner. The members. of 
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the Jexifiative and privy-eouncils ſhall be juſtices of the peace 


uch of the two candidates, returned for the ſaid offices of ſnerif 
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for the whole ſtate, during their continuance in truſt ; and the 


Juſtices of-the courts of common pleas ſhall be conſer vators of the 


ace in their reſpective counties. 

XIII. The juſtices of the courts of common pleas and orphan; 
courts ſhall have the power of holding inferior courts of chance. 
ry, as heretofore, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall otherwiſe direct. 

XIV. The cleiks of the ſupreme court ſhall be appointed by 


the chief juſtice thereof, and the recorders of deeds, by the juſtice 


of the courts of common pleas for each county ſeverally, an / 
comn iſſioned by the prefident, under the great ſea}, and continue { 
iu office five years, if they behave themſelves well. | j 
XV. The ſheriffs and coroners of the reſpective counties ſhal | 

{ 


+ be choſen annually, as heretofore z and any perſon, having ſerve 


three years as ſheriff, ſhall be een for three years after; 
and the preſident and privy council ſhall have the appointment i } 


and coroner, as they ſhall think beſt qualified, in the . man. 
ner, that the governor heretofore enjoyed this power. © 

XVI. The general aſſembly, by joint ballot, ſhall 3 il t 
generals and field officers, and all other officers in the army u + 


navy of this ſtate. And the preſident may appoint, during ple. { 


ſure, until otherwiſe direRed by the legiſlature, all neceſſary chu { 
officers, not herein before mentioned. 

XVII. There ſhall be an appeal from the ſupreme court of Ds n 
laware, in matters of law and equity, to a court of ſeven perſons b 
to conſiſt of the preſident for the time being, who ſhall preſd: 

therein, and fix others, to be appointed, three by the legiſlatn 


council, and three by the houſe of aſſembly, who ſhall continue C 
office during good behaviour, and be commiſſioned by the pr e 
ſident, under the great ſeal; which court ſhall be ſtyled, The cu a 


of appeals, and have all the authority and powers heretofore giv 
by law, in the laſt reſort, to the king in council, under the oli 
government. The ſecretary ſhall be the clerk of this court: ant 
vacancies therein, occaſioned by death or incapacity, ſhall be ſu 
plied by new elections, in manner aforeſaid. 

XVIII. The juſtices of the ſupreme court and courts of con 
mon pleas, the members of the privy-council, the ſecretary, ti 
truſtees of the loan office, and clerks of the courts of commol 
pleas „dur ing their continuance in office, and all perſons concer\ 
ed in any army or navy contracts, ſhall be ineligible to eitht 
houſe of aſſembly ; and any member of either houſe, accepting" 
any other of the offices herein before mentioned (excepting 


o DELAWARE. | 39 
ofice of 2 raftice of the peace) ſhall have his ſeat thereby vacated, 
and a new election ſhall be ordered. 

XIX. The legillative council and aſſembly ſhall have the pow-. 
er of making the great ſeal of this ſtate, which ſhall be kept by- 
the preſident, or, in his abſence, by the vice-preſident, to be 
uſed by them, as occaſion may require. It ſhall be called, The 
great ſeal of the Delaware Jace, and ſhall be affixed to all laws. 
and commiſhons. 

XX. Commiſſions mall run in 1 name of The Delaware 
flate, and bear teſt by the preſident. Writs ſhall run in the 
ſame manner, and bear teſt in the name of the chief juſtice, or 
juſtice firſt named in the commiſſions for the ſeveral courts, and 
be ſealed with the public ſeals of ſuch courts. Indictments 
ſhall conclude, Againſt the peace and dignity of the flate. 

XXI. In caſe of vacancy of the offices, above directed to 

be filled by the preſident and general aſſembly, the preſident and 
privy council may appoint others in their ſtead, until there ſhall. 
be a new election. 

XXII. Every perſon, who ſhall be choſen a member of ei- 
ther houſe, or appointed to any office or place of truſt, before 
taking his ſeat, or entering upon the execution of his office, 
ſhall take the following oath or affirmation, if conſcientiouſly, 

. ſcrupulous of taking an oath, fo vx, 

« I, A. B. will bear true allegiance to the Delaware tate, ſub- 
mit to its conſtitution and laws, and do no act witunglys. where-. 
by the freedom thereof may be prejudiced.“ | 

And alſo make and ſubſcribe the following declaration, to Wit... 

« I, A. B. do profeſs faith in God the Father, and in Jeſus. 
Chriſt, his only Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, one God, bleſſed for 
evermore; and I do acknowledge the holy ſcriptures of the old 
and new 8 to be given by divine inſpiration.“ 

And all officers ſhall alſo take an oath of office, 

XXIII. The preſident, when he is out of office, and within 
eighteen months after, and all others, offending againſt the ſtate, 
either by mal-adminiſtration, corruption, or other means, by 
which the ſafety of the commonwealth may be endangered, within 
eighteen months after the offence committed, ſhall be impeachable, 
by the houſe of aſſembly, before the Mahi council: ſuch im- 
peachment to be proſecuted by the attorney - general, or ſuch o- 
ther perſon or perſons, as the houſe of aſſembly may appoint, ac- 
cording to the laws of the land, If found guilty, he or they ſhall 
be either forever diſabled to hold any office under government, or 
x1poved from office pro tempore, or ſubjected to ſuch pains and... 

: : I. A: | 
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impeachment, or upon the addreſs of the general aſſembly. 


_ reſolutions of congreſs, or of the late houſe of aſſembly of this 


* 
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penalties, as the kid ſhall direct. And all officers ſhall be re. 


moved, on conviction of miſbehayiour, at common law, or on 


XXIV. All acts of aſſembly, in force in this ſtate on the fif. 
teenth day of May laſt (and not hereby altered, or contrary to the 


ſtate,) ſhall fo continue, until altered or repealed by the legiſla. 
ture of this ſtate, unleſs where they are temporary, in which 
caſe they ſhall expire, at the times ar ag he limited for their 
duration. 
XXV. The common lhe of England, as well as fo much of 
the ſtatute law as has been heretofore adopted in practice in this f 
ſtate, ſhall remain in force, unleſs they ſhall be altered by a future r 
law of the legiſlature; fuch parts only excepted, as are repug. | 
e 
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nant to the rights and privileges contained in this conſtitution, 


and the declaration of rizkts, &c. agreed to by this convention. t 
XXVI. No perſon, hereafter 3 imported into this ſtate from Af. Ne 
rica, ought to be held in ſlavery, under any pretence whatever; t 


and no Negro, Indian, or Mulatto ſlave, ought to be brought into 


0 
this ſtate, for ſale, from any part of the world. f 


XXVII. The firft election for the general aſſembly of this ſtate 


1 
mall be held on the twenty. fir ft day of October next, at the court a 
t 


heuſes in the ſeveral counties, in the manner heretofore uſed in 
the election of the aſſembly, except as to cheice of inſpectors and i! 


aſſeſſors, where afſeflo:s have not been choſen on the ſixteenth day df 


September inſtant, which ſhall be made on the morning of the day ſ 
of election, by the electors, inhabitants of the reſpective hundred p 
in each county. At u hich time, the ſheriffs and coroners, for h 


the ſaid counties refpectively, are to be elected: and the preſent tl 


meriffs of the counties of Newcaſtle and Kent, may be re- choſen e 
to that office, until the fiſt day of October in the year of our 
Lord one thouſand ſeven . ens ap and ſeventy-nine ; and the 
preſent ſheriff for the county cf Suſſex may be re-choſen to that 
office un il the firſt day of October in the year of our Lord one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and feventy-eight, provided the freemen 
think proper to re- elect them at every general election; and the 
preſent ſheriffs and c-roners reſpeRively ſhall continue to - exercit 
their offices as heretofore, until the ſheriffs and coroners, to bee. 
lected on the ſaid twenty-fi:ſt day of October, ſhall be commil- 
Goned and ſworn into office. The members of the , e 
council and aſſembiy ſhall meet, for tranſacting the buſineſs o 
the ſtate on the twenty eighih day of October next, and continu 
in ys until the fuſt WT of Oauber, which wil be inn che ye 


| ſuffrage) twenty- ſixth an 
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one obne ſeven 8 and eee ſeven; on 1 day, 
and on the firſt day of October in each year 1 after, the le- 
iſlative council, aſſembly, ſheriffs, and coroners, ſhall be choſen 


by ballot, in manner directed by the ſeveral. laws of this ſtate, 


for regulating elections of members of aſſembly, and ſheriffs and 


coroners; and the general affembly ſhall meet on the twentieth 
day of the ſame month for tranſacting the buſineſs of the ſtate; 
and if any of the ſaid firſt and twentieth. days of October 


ſhould be Sunday, then, and in ſuck caſe, the elections ſhall be 


held, and the general affembly meet the next day following. 
XXVIII. To prevent any violence or force being ſed : at the 


aid elections, no perſons ſhall come armed to any of them, and 
' no muſter of the militia ſhall be made on that day; nor ſhall any 


battalion or company give in their votes immediately ſucceeding 
each other, if any other voter, who offers to vote, objects 


thereto; nor ſhall any battalion or. company, in the pay of the 


continent, or of this or any other ſtate, be ſuffered to remain at 
the time and place of holding the ſaid elections, nor within 
one mile of the ſaid places reſpectively, for twenty-four hours be- 
fore the opening ſaid elections, nor within twenty-four hours af- 
ter the ſamie are cloſed, ſo as in any manner to impede the freely 
and conveniently carrying on the ſaid election: provided always, 
that every elector may, in a peaceable and pon manner, give 
in his vote on the ſaid day of election. 

XXIX. There ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any one religious 


ſect in this ſtate, in preference to another; and no clergyman or 
preacher of the goſpel, of any dense ſhall be capable of 


holding any civil office in this ſtate, or of being a member of ei- 
ther of the branches of the legiſlature, while they continue in the 
exerciſe of the paſtoral function. 

XXX. No article of the declaration of rights and fundamental 


rules of this ſtate, agreed to by this convention, nor the firſt, ſe- 


cond, fifth, (except that part thereof, that relates to the right of 

0 twenty-ninth articles of this conſtitu- 
tion, ought ever to be violated, on any pretence whatever. No o- 
ther part of this conſtitution ſhall be altered, changed or dimi- 


niſhed, without the conſent of five parts in "_ of the e 


and ſeven members of the legiſlative council. 
Trium: 1 20, 1776. 
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ConsTITUTION 


1 DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, andthe om. 
 flitution aud form of government, agreed to by the delegates of 
Maryland, in free and Fuil convention aſſembled. 


A DECLARATLON of RIGHTS; &c 


HE parliament of Great Britain, by a declaratory ad, 
. having aſſumed a right to make laws to bind the colonies in 
all caſes whatſoever, and, in purſuance of ſuch claim, endez. 
voured, by force of arms, to ſubjugate the united colonies to an 
unconditional ſubmiſſion to their will and power, and having at 
length conſtrained them to declare themſelves independent fiates, 
and to aſſume government under the authority of the people ;= 
Therefore, we, the delegates of Maryland, in free and full con. 
vention aſſembled, taking into our molt ſerious conſideration the 
beſt means of eftabliſhing a good conſtitution in this ſtate, for 
the ſure foundation and more permanent ſecurity thereof, declare, 

I. That all government, of right, originates from the people, 
is founded in compact only, and inſtituted ſolely for the good of 
the whole. 

II. That the people of this ſtate ought to have the ſole and 
excluſive right of regulating the internal government and 8 
thereof. 

III. That the inhabitants of Mar yland are entitled to th} 
common law of England, and the trial by jury, according to thi 
- courſe of that law, and to the benefit of ſuch of the Engliſh ſta. 
tutes, as exiſted at the time of their firſt emigration; and which, by 

experience, have been found applicable to their local and othir 
circumſtances, and of ſuch others as have been ſince made in 
England, or Great Britain, and have been introduced, uſed, and 
practiſed, by the courts of law or equity; and alſo to all acts of 
aſſembly, in force on the firſt of June ſeventeen hundred and ſe. 
venty- four, except ſuch as may have ſince expired, or have been, 
ar may be altered by acts of convention, or this declaration af 
rights—lubje&, nevertheleſs, to the reviſion of, and amend- 
ment or repeal by, the legiſlature of this ſtate : and the inhabi- 
tants of Maryland are alſo entitled to all property, derived to 

them from or under the charter, g1anted_by nis majeſty Charles 
I. to Cæcilius Calvert baron of Baltimore. 

IV. That all perſons inveſted with the legiſlative or executiys 
powers. ot government, are the truſtees of the public, and, as 
ſuch, accountable for their conduct; wherefore, whenever tht 
ends of government are perverted, and public liberty manifeſtly 


endangered, and all other means of redreſs are ineffectual, un 
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people may, and of right ought, to reform the old or eftabliſh 


| new government. The doctrine of non- reſiſtance, againſt 1 


trary power and oppreſſion, is abſurd, ſlaviſh, and deſtructive of 
the good and happineſs of mankind. - 


V. That the right, in the people, to N in the legiſla- 


ture, is the beſt ſecurity of liberty, and the foundation of all free 


government; for this. purpoſe, elections ought to be free and fre- 
quent, and every man, having PEGPEL ty in, a common. intereſt 
with, an attachment to the SY ought to have a nan of 
ſuffrage. 

VI. That the legiſlative, executive, and Judicial powers. of 
government, ought to be forever ran and ene ns each 


'other. 


VII. That no power af ſuſpending In or the execution yl 
laws, unleſs by, or derived from the legiſlature, ___ to be. ex- 
erciſed or allowed. 

VIII. That freedom of ſpeech and debates, or o in 
the legiſlature, ought not to be eee in any other court or 
judicature. 

IX. That a place, for a meeting at the lonifiatarcs nah to 
be fixed, the moſt convenient to the members thereof, and to the 
Sijolitory of public records; and the legiſlature ought not to 
be convened or held at any other place, but from evident ne- 
ceſſity. 

X. That, for redreſs of grievances, and for amending, ſtren gth- 
ering, and preferving the laws, the legiſlature ought to be I 
quently convened. 

XI. That every man hath a right to petition the Jails | 
for the redreſs of grievances, in a peaceable and orderly man- 
ner. 

XII. That no aid, charge, tax, fee, or __ ought to be ſet, 
rated, or levied, under any _— without conſent of the le- 
viſlature, | 
XIII. That the levying taxes by the poll 1s grievous and op- 
preſſive, and ought to be aboliſhed; that paupers ought not to be 
aſſeſſed for the ſupport of government; but every other perſon 


in the ſtate ought to contribute his proportion of public taxes, 


for the ſupport of government, according to his actual worth, 
in real or perſonal property, within the ſtate; yet fines, duties, 
or taxes, may properly and juſtly be impoſed or laid, with a poli- 
tical view, for the good government and benefit of the commu- 
nity. 


XIV. That languinary laws ought to be avoided, as fx as is 
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conſiſtent with the ſafety of the ſtate: and no law, to inflit crne 


and unuſual pains and penalties, ought to be made in. any caſe, 
or at any time hereafter, | 

XV. That retroſpective laws, puniſhing facts committed be. 
fore the exiſtence of ſuch laws, and by them only declared cri. 


mal, are oppreſſive, unjuſt, and incompatible with liberty; where. 


fore no ex poft facto law ought to be made. 
XVI. That no law, to attaint particular perſons of treaſon or 


felony, ought to be made in any caſe, or any time hereafter. 


XVII. That every freeman, for any injury done him in hi 


perſon or property, ought to have remedy, by the courſe of the 


law of the land, and ought to have juſtice and right, freely with. 
out ſale, fully without any denial, and ſpeedily without delay, 
according to the law of the land. 

XVIII. That the trial of facts, where they ariſe, is one of 


| the greateſt commented of the lives, liberties, and eſtates of the 


3 
XIX. That, in all Staal proſecutions, every man hath a 


right to be informed of the accuſation againft him; to have a 


copy of the indictment or charge in due time (if retiticed) to 


prepare for his defence; to be allowed counſel; to be confronted 
with the witneſſes againſt him; to have proceſs for his witneſſes; 
to examine the witneſſes, for and againſt him, on oath; and to a 
ſpeedy trial by an impartial jury, without whoſe unanimous con- 
ſent, he ought not to be found guilty. 


XX. That no man ought to be compelled to give evidence 


againſt himſelf, in a common court of law, or in any other 


court, but in ſuch cafes, as have been uſually practiſed in this 


ftate, or may hereafter be directed by the legiſlature. 
XXI. That no freeman ought to be taken, or impriſoned, or 


diſſeiſed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or 


exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, or deprived of his life, li- 
berty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the 
law of the land. 

XXII. That exceſſive bail ought not to be required, nor ex- 


eeſſive fines impoled, nor cruel or unuſual puniſhments inflicted, 
by the courts of law. Fi 1 


XXIII. That all warrants, „ oath or affirmation, to 
ſearch ſuſpected places, or to ſeize any perſon or property, are 


grievous and oppreſſive ;-and all general warrants—to ſearch ſuſ- 
pected places, or to apprehend ſuſpected perſons, without naming 
or deſcribing the place, or the perſon in ſpecial—are e and 


ought not to be granted. 
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XV. That there ought to be no forfeiture of any part of 
the eftate of any perſon, for any crime except murder, or treaſog 
againſt the fate, and then only on conviction and attainder. | 

XXV. That a well-regulated militia 1s the proper and natural 
defence of a free government. | 2255 

XXVI. That ſtanding armies are dangerous to liberty, and 
ought not to be raiſed or kept up, without conſent of the legiſla- 


ture. | 


XXVII. That in all caſes, and at all times, the military ought 
to be under ſtrict ſubordination to, and controul of the civil power. 
XXVIII. That no ſoldier ought to be quartered in any houſe, 
in time of peace, without the conſent of the owner; and in time 


| of war, in ſuch manner only, as the legiſlature ſhall direct. 


XXIX. That no perſon, except regular ſoldiers, mariners, and 


| marines in the ſervice of this ſtate, or militia when in actual ſer- 
| vice, ought in any caſe to be ſub ect to, or puniſhable by mar- 


XXX. That the independency and uprightnefs of judges are 


| eſſential to the impartial adminiſtration or juſtice, and a great 
| ſecurity to the rights and liberties of the people; wherefore the 
chancellor and judges ought to hold commiſſions during good 


behaviour; and the ſaid chancellor and judges ſhall be removed 


| for miſbehaviour, on conviction in a court of law, and may be 
| removed by the governor, upon the addreſs of the general aſſem- 
| bly ; provided that two-thirds of all the members of each houſe 


concur in ſuch addreſs. That ſalaries, liberal, but not profuſe, 


| ought to be ſecured to the chanceller and the judges, during the 
| continuance of their commiſſions, m ſuch manner, and at ſuch 
| times, as the legiſlature ſhall hereafter direct, upon conſideration 
| of the circumſtances of this ſtate. No chancellor or judge ought 


to hold any other office, civil or military, or receive fees or per- 
quiſites of any kind, | 
XXXI. That a long continuance, in the firſt executive de- 


partments of power or truft, is dangerous to liberty, a rotation, 


therefore, in thoſe departments, is one of the beſt ſecurities of per- 
manent freedom. | | : wy 

XXXII. That no perſon ought to hold, at the ſame time, 
more than one e ffice of profit, nor ought any perſon, in public 
truſt, to receive any preſent from any foreign prince or ſtate, or 
from the united ſtates, or any-of them, without the approbation of 
this ſtate. | | | | 

XXXIII. That, as it is the duty of every man, to worſhip 


God in ſuch manner, as he thinks moſt acceptable to him, all 
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by any law, to be moleſted in his perſon or eſtate, on account of 
tice; unleſs, under colour of religion, any man ſhali diſturb the 


lavrs of merality, or injure others, in their natural, civil, or re. 
; ligious rights; nor ought any perſon to be compelled to frequent 
or maintain, 2 


particular place of worſhip, or any particular miniſtry ;z yet the 


perſons, profeſſing the chriſtian religion, are equally entitled t 
protection in their religious liberty; wherefore no perſon ought 


his religious perſuaſion or profeſſion, or for his religious prac. 


apad order, peace, or ſafety of the ſtate, or ſhall infringe the 


r contribute, unleſs on contract, to maintain any 


legiſlature may, in their diſcretion, lay a general and equal 
tax, for the ſupport of the chriſtian religion; leaving to each in. 


dividual the power of appointing the payment over of the 


money, collected from him, to the ſupport of any particular 
place of worſhip or miniſter, or for the benefit of the poor 
of his own denomination, or the poor in general of any particu- 
lar eounty : but the churches, chapels, glebes, and all other pro- 
perty, now belonging to the church of England, ought to re. 


main to the church of England for ever. And, all acts of al. 
ſembly, lately paſſed, for collecting monies for building or re- 


pairing particular churches or chapels of eaſe, ſhall continue in 
force, and be executed, unleſs the legiſlature ſhall, by act, ſu- 


perſede or repeal the fame : but no county court ſhall aſſeſs any 


quantity of tobacco, or ſum of money, hereafter, on the applica- 
tion of any veſtry- men or church-wardens ; and every encum. 
bent of the church of England, who hath remained in his pa. 
riſh, and performed his duty, ſhall be entitled to receive the 
proviſion and ſupport eſtabliſhed by the act, entitled “ An 
act, for rhe ſupport of the clergy of the church of England, in 
this province, till the November court of this preſent year, to 
be held for the county in which his pariſh thall lie, or partly lie, 
or for fuch time as he hath remained in 55 pariſh, and perform. 
od his duty. 

XXXIV. That every gift, ale; or ile of lands, to any minil- 
ter, public teacher, or preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, or to anf 
religious ſect, order, or denomination, or to, or Go the ſup- 
port, uſe, or benefit of, or in truſt for, any miniſter, public 
teacher, or preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, or any religious {edt 
order, or denomination—and. every gift or ſale of goods, oi 
chattels, to go in ſucceſſion, or to take place after the death of 
the ſeller or donor, or to, or for ſuch ſupport, uſe, or benefit 
and allo every deviſe of goods or chattels to, or for the ſupport, 


uſe, or benefit of any miniſter, public teacher, or preacher 0 


A 
* 
7 


MARYLAND.” 97 


the goſpel, as ſack; or any religious ſect, order, or denomĩina- 
tion, without the leave of the legiſlature, ſhall be void; except 
always any ſale, gift, leaſe, or deviſe of any quantity of land, 
not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting, or other backs | 
of worſhip, and for a burying ground, which ſhall - be im- 
proved, enjoyed, or uſed only for ſuch purpoſe—or ſuch ſale, gift, 


leaſe, or deviſe, ſhall be void. 


XXXV. That no other teſt or qualification ought to be re- 


quired, on admiſſion to any office of truſt or profit, than ſuch 0 
| oath of ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, and ſuch oath of of- 


fice, as ſhall be directed by this convention, or the legiſla- 


ture of this ſtate, and a declaration of a belief in the chriſtian re- 
ligion. 


XXXVI. That the manner of adminiſteri ing an oath to any per= 
ſon, ought to be ſuch, as thoſe of the religious perſuaſion, pro- 


| feſſion, or lamination. of which ſuch perſon 1s one, gene- 
| rally eſteem the moſt effectual confirmation, by the atteſtation of 
| the Divine Being, And that the people called Quakers, thoſe 
called Dunkers, and thoſe called Menoniſts, holding it unlawful 


to take an oath on any occaſion, ought to be allowed to make their 


| folemn affirmation, in the manner that Quakers have been here- 


tofore allowed to afirm ; and to be of the ſame avail as an oath, 


in all ſuch caſes, as the affirmation of Quakers hath been al-. 


lowed and accepted within this ſtate, inſtead of an oath, And 
further, on ſuch affirmation, warrants to ſearch for ſtolen goods, 


or for the apprehenſion or commitment of offenders, ought to be | 


granted, or ſecurity for the peace awarded, and Quakers, Dun- 


| kers, or Menoniſts, ought alſo, on their ſolemn affirmation, as 


aforeſaid, to be admitted as witneſſes, in all criminal caſes not 
capital. 

XXXVII. That the city of Annapolis ought to have all its 
rights, privileges, and benefits, agr&able to its charter, and the 
acts of aſſembly confirming and regulating the ſame, ſubject ne- 
vertheleſs to ſuch alterations, as may be made by this convention, 


or any future legiſlature. 


XXXVIII. That the liberty of the preſs ought to be inviolably 
preſerved. 

XXXIX. That monopolies -are odious, contrary to the ſpirit 
of a free government, and the W of commerce; and * 
not to be ſuffered. 

XL. That no title of nobility, or hereditary bon en ought te 
be granted in this ſtate. 

XLL That the ſubſiſting reſolves of this, and the ſeveral cons 
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ventions, held for this colony, ought to be in force, as laws, un. 
leſs altered by this con vention, or the legiflature of this ſtate, 

XIII. That this declaration of rights, or the form of go. 
vernment, to be eſtabliſhed by this convention, or any part of ei. 
ther of them, ought not to be altered, changed, or aboliſhed, by 
the legiſlature of this ſtate, but in ſuch manner, as this conven. 
tion ſhall preſcribe and direct. 

This declaration of rights was aſſented to, and paſſed, 4 in con- 
vention of the delegates of. the freemen of Maryland, begun and 
held at Annapolis, the 14th day of Auguſt, A. D. 1 0 

By order of the convention, 
MAT. TILGHMAN, preſident 


The CONSTITUTION o FORMof GOVERN. 
MENT, Se. 


- 


I. TMA the legiſlature conſiſt of two diſtin branches, a 


ſenate and houſe of delegates, which ſhall be ſtyled, The 


general aſſembly of Maryland. 
II. That the houſe of delegates ſhall be choſen in the following 


manner: All freemen, above twenty-one years of age, having 2 


freehold of fifty acres of land, in the county, in which they offer 
to vote, and reſiding therein—and all freemen, having property 


in this ſtate, above the value of thirty pounds current money, and 


having reſided in the county, in which they offer to vote, one 
whole year next preceding the election—ſhall have a right of 
fuffrage, in the election of delegates for ſuch county: and all 
freemen, ſo qualified, ſhall, on the firſt Monday of October, ſe- 
venteen hundred and ſeventy - ſeven, and on the ſame day in 
every year thereafter, aſſemble in the counties, in which they 
are reſpectively qualified to vote, at the court- houſe, in the ſaid 
counties; or at ſuch other place, as the legiſlature fhall direct; 

and, when afſembled, they ſhall proceed to elect, viva voce, 


four delegates, for their reſpective counties, of the moſt wiſe, 


ſenſible, and diſcreet of the people, refidents in the county, 
where they are to be choſen, one whole year next preceding the 
election, above twenty one years of age, and having, in the ſtate, 


real or perſonal property, above the value of five hundred pounds 


current money; and upon upon the final caſting of the polls, the 

four perſons, who ſhall appear to have the greateſt number of 

legal votes ſhall be declared and returned 1 8 elected for their 
ive counties. 

II. That the ſheriff of each county, or, in caſe of ſickneſs, his 

deputy (ſummoning two juſtices of the county, who are required 
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to attend, for the preſervation of the peace)-ſhall be the judges of 
the election, and may adjourn from day to day, if neceſſary, till 
the ſame be finiſhed, ſo that the whole election ſhall be con- 


| cluded in four days; and ſhall make his return thereof, under 
bis hand, to the chancellor of this ſtate for the time being. 


IV. Thatall perſons, qualified, by the charter of the city of 


Annapolis, to vote for burgeſſes, thall, on the ſame firſt Mon- 
| dayof October, ſeventeen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, and on the 
| ſame day in every year for ever thereafter, elect, viva voce, by 
| a majority of votes, two delegates, qualified agreeable to the ſaid 
| charter z that the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of the ſaid city, 
| or any three of them, be judges of the election, appoint the 
| placein the ſaid city for holding the ſame, and may adjourn from 
| day to day, as aforeſaid, and ſhall make return thereof as afore- 
| ſaid; but the inhabitants of the ſaid city ſhall not be entitled to 
| vote for delegates for Anne-Arundel county, unleſs they have 
| afrechold of fifty acres of land in the county diſtin from the 
city. 


V. That all perſons, inbebitams of Baltimore town, and hav- 


ing the ſame qualifications, as electors in the county, ſhail, on 
| the ſame firſt Monday in OKtober, ſeventeen hundred and ſeven- 
| ty-ſeven, and on the ſame day in every year for ever thereafter, 
| at ſuch place in the ſaid town, as the judges ſhall appoint, elect, 
| viva voce, by a majority of votes, two delegates, qualified as 
| aforeſaid :; but if the ſaid inhabitants of the town ſhall ſo decreaſe, 


as that a number of perſons, having a right of ſuffrage therein, 


| ſhall have been, for the ſpace of ſeven years ſucceſſively, leſs than 
| one half the number of voters in ſome one county in this ſtare, 


ſuch town ſhall thencetorward ceaſe to ſend two delegates or re- 
prelentatives to the houſe of delegates, until the ſud town ſhall 


| have one half of the number: of voters in ſome one _— in this 
„ 

| VI. That the e WOK of the ſaid _—_ or any three or 
more of them, for the time being, ſhall be judges of the ſaid elec- - 


tion, and may adjourn, as aforeſaid, and ſhall make return there- 


of, as aforeſaid ; but the as of the ſaid town ſhall not 


be entitled to vote for, or be elected, delegates for Baltimore 
county: neither ſhall the inhabitants of Baltimore county, out 


of the limits of Baltimore town, be entitled to yote for, or be 


elected, delegates for the ſaid town, 
VII. That on refuſal, death, ne refignations or 


removal out of this ſtate, of any delegate, or on his becoming 
governor, or member of the council, a warrant of election ſnall 
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iſſue by the ſpeaker, for the election of another in his place ; of 
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propoſe. bills to the ſenate, or receive thoſe offered by that body; 


| quire, on the oath of witneſſes, into all ente grievances, 
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relating either to the collection or expenditure of the revenue, or 


which ten days notice, at leaſt (excluding the day of notice, and 
the day of election) ſhall be given. 

VIII. That not leſs than a majority of the W TIGRE with 
their ſpeaker (to be choſen by them, by ballot) conſtitute a houſe, 
for the tranſaction of any buſineſs, other than that of adjourning. 

IX. That the houſe of delegates ſhall judge of the election 
and qualifications of delegates. 

X. That the houſe of delegates may originate all money bill 


and aſſent, diſſent, or propoſe amendments ; that they may en. 


and offences, as the grand inqueſt of this ſtate; and may com. 
mit any perſon, for any crime, to the public jail, there to remain 
till he be diſcharged by due courſe of law. They may expel any 
member, for a great miſdemeanor, but not a ſecond time for the 
ſame cauſe. They may examine and paſs all accounts of the ſtate, 


appoint auditors, to ſtate and adjuſt the ſame. They may call for all 
public or official papers and records, and ſend for perſons, whom 
they may judge neceſſary in the courſe of their enquiries, con- 
cerning affairs relating to the public intereſt ; and may direct al 
office bonds (which ſhall be made payable wo the tate) to be ſued 
for any breach of duty. 
XI. That the ſenate may be at full and perfect liberty to ex. 
erciſe their judgment in paſſing laws —and that they may not be 
compelled by the houſe of delegates, either to reje& a money bil, 
which the emergency of affairs may require, or to aſſent to ſome 
other at of legiſlation, in their conſcience and judgment, injuri- 
ous to the public welfare—the houſe of delegates ſhall not, on 
any occaſion, or under any pretence, annex to, or blend with a 
money bill, any matter, clauſe, or thing, not immediately relating 
to, and neceſſary for the impoſing, aſſeſſing, levying, or apply- 
ing the taxes or ſupplies, to be raiſed for the ſupport of govern- 
ment, or the current expenſes of the ſtate : and to prevent alter. 
cation about ſuch bills, it is declared, that no bill, impoſing du- 
ties or cuſtoms for the mere regulation of commerce, or inflifting 


ines for the reformation of morals, or to enforce the execution 


of the laws, by which an incidental revenue may ariſe, ſhall be ac- 
counted a money bill: but every bill, aſſeſſing, levying or apply 
ing taxes or ſupplies, for the ſupport of government, or the cur- 
rent expenſes of the ſtate, or We money in the rn 
— * deemed a aer bill. 
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XII. That the houſe of delegates may puniſh, by impriſon- 
ment, any perſon, who ſhall be guilty of a contempt in their 
view, by any diſorderly or riotous behaviour, or by threats to, 
or abuſe of their members, or by any obſtruction to their pro- | 
ceedings. They may alſo puniſh, by impriſonment, any perſon, 
who ſhall be guilty of a breach of privilege, by arreſting on civil 
proceſs, or by aſſaulting any of their members, during their fit- 
ting, or on their way to, or return from the houſe of delegates, 
or by any affault of, or obſtruction to their officers, in the execu- 
tion of any order or proceſs, or by aſſaulting or obſtructing any 
witneſs, or any other perſon, attending on, or on their way toy. 
or from the houſe, or by reſcuing any perſon committed by til 
houſe : and the ſenate may exerciſe the ſame: Peg in fimilar 
caſes. 

XIII. That the treaſurers (one for the iſs, ond oth "IR 
the eaſtern ſhore) and the commiſſioners of the loan office, may, 


de appointed by the houſe of delegates, during their pleaſure 


and in. caſe of refuſal, death, reſignations, diſqualification, or re- 
moval out of the ſtate, of any of the ſaid commiſſioners or trea- 
furers, in-the receſs of the general. aſſembly, the governor, with. 
the advice of the council, may appoint and commiſſion a fit and 
proper perſon to ſuch vacant office, to hold the ſame, until the 
meeting of the next general aſſembly. 

XIV, That the ſenate be choſen in the following manner : All 
perſons, qualified, as aforeſaid, to vote for county delegates, ſhall,. 
on the firſt day of September, 1731, and on the ſame day in 
wery fifth: year for ever thereafter, elect, viua woers by a ma- 


jority of votes, two perſons for their reſpective counties (qua- 


bhed, as aforeſaid, to be elected county delegates) to be electors 
of the ſenate: and the ſheriff of each county, or, in caſs of ſick- 
neſs, his deputy (ſummoning two juſtices of the county, who are 


required to attend, for the preſervation of the peace,) ſhall hole: 


and be judge of the ſaid election, and make. return thereof, as 
aforeſaid. And all perſons, qualified as aforeſaid, to vote for de- 


legates for the city of Annapolis and Baltimore town, ſhall, on. 


the ſame firſt Monday of September 1781, and on the ſame day- 
in every fifth. year forever thereafter, elect, viva voce, by a ma- 
jority of votes, one perſon for the ſaid city and town reſpectively, 
qualified, as aforeſaid, to be elected a delegate for the ſaid city 


and town reſpeRively ; - the ſaid election to be beld in the ſame: 
manner, as the election of delegates for the ſaid city and town 3, 


_ right. to ele& the ſaid elector, with reſpect. 0 to. EO 
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town, to continue as long, as the right to elect 3 for the 
faid town. 


XV. That the ſaid electors of the ſenate meet at the city of 


Annapolis, or ſuch other place, as ſhall be appointed for conven. 


ing the legiſlature, on the third Monday in September 1781, and 
en the ſame day in every fifth year forever thereafter, and they, 
or any twenty-four of them ſo met, ſhall proceed to elect, by bal - 


lot, either out of their own body, or the people at large, fifteen 
ſenators (nine of whom to be reſidents on the weſtern, and fix to 
be reſidents on the eaſtern ſnore) me 
perience and virtue, above twenty-five years of age, reſidents of 
the ftate above three whole years next preceding the election, 


f the moſt wiſdom, ex. 


and having real and perſonal property,. above the value of one 
thouſand pounds current money. 

XVI. That the ſenators ſhall be ballotted for, at one-and the 
Fame time, and out of the gentlemen refidents of the weſtern 
More, who ſhall be propoſed. as ſenators, the nine, who ſhall, on 


Ariking the ballots, appear to have the greateſt numbers in their 


Favour, ſhall be accordingly declared and returned duly elected: 
and out of the gentlemen reſidents of the eaftern ſhore, who ſhall 
de propoſed as ſenators, the fix, who ſhall, on ftriking the ballots, 
appear to have the greateſt number in their favour, ſhall be ac- 


cordingly declared and returned duly elected: and if two or mare 


en the ſame ſhore, ſhall have an equal number of ballots. in their 
favour, by which the choice ſhall not be determined on the firſt 
ballot, then the electors ſhall again ballot, before they ſeparate; 

in which they ſhall be confined to the perſons who on the firſt 
ballot ſhall have had an equal number : and they, who ſhall have 
the greateſt number in their favour, on the ſecond ballot, ſhall be 
accordingly. declared and retunned duly. elected: and if the whole 
number ſhould not thus be made up, becauſe of an equal num- 


ber, on che ſecond ballot, ſtill being in favour. of two or more 
perſons, then the election ſhall be determined by lot, between 


thoſe, who have equal numbers; which proceedings of the elec · 
tors ſhall be certified under their hands, and returned to the chan · 
cellor for the time being. 

XVII. That the electors of ſenators ſhall judge of the quali- 


\  fications and elections of members of their body; and, on a con- 


teſted election, ſhall admit to a ſeat, as an elector, ſuch qualified 


— as ſhall appear to them to have the greateſt number of 1e- 
al votes in his favour, 


XVIII, That the electors, immediately on their meeting, and 


e they proceed to the elektion of ſenators, take ſuch oath of, 


a 1m „ 
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ſupport and fidelity to this fate, as this convention, or the le- 


e ſhall direck; and alſo an oath, “ to elect without fas» 


vour, affection, partiality, or pi ejudice, ſuch perſons for ſenators, ' 
as they, in their judgment and COIN. believe beſt.qualified for 
che office. 

XIX. That in eaſe of refuſal, death, reſignation, diſualifices 
tion, or- removal out of this fate, of any ſenator, or on his be- 
coming governor, or a member of the council, the ſenate ſhall, 

immediately thereupon, or at their next meeting thereafter elect, 
ner, as the electors are above directed 
to chooſe ſenators) . anot Egerion in his place, for the reſidue - 
of the ſaid term of five years. 

XX, That not leſs than a majority of the ſenate, with their: 
preſident (to be choſen by them, by ballot). ſhall conſtitute a. 


houſe, for the tranſacting any buſineſs, other than that of ad- 


journing. 


XXI. That the ſenate ſhall judge of the elections and qualifiea- 


nons of ſenators. 


XXII. That the ſenate may originate any other, except money 
bills, to which their aſſent or diſſent only ſhall be given; and may 
receive any other bills from the houſe. of delegates, and atone dif. 
ſent, or propoſe amendments. 


XXIII. That the general aſſembly. Mert ene; mis the firſt 


Monday of November, and, if neceſſary, oftener. 
XXIV. That each houſe ſhall 0 its own officers, and ſettle- 


ts own rules of proceeding. 


XXV. That a perſon of wiſdom, experience, and virtue, ſhall - 
be choſen governor, on the ſecond Monday of November, ſeven- 
teen hundred and ſeventy-ſeven, and on the ſecond Monday in 
every year for ever thereafter, by the joint ballot of both houſes _ 
(to be taken in each houſe reſpectively) depoſited in a conference 
room; the boxes to be examined by a joint committee of both 


Houſes, and the numbers ſeverally reported, that the appoint- 


ment may be entered; which mode of taking the joint ballot of 
both houſes, ſtall be adopted in all caſes. But if a, or more 


ſhall have an equal number of ballots in their favour, by which 


the choice ſnall not be determined on the firſt ballot, a ſecond 


ballot ſhall be taken, which ſhall be confined to the perſons, 


who, on the firſt. ballot, ſhall. have had- an equal number ; and, 
if the ballots ſhould again be equal between two or more per- 


ſons, then the election of the governor. ſha}l be determined by 


lot, between thoſe, who have equal numbers: and if the perſon 


 ahgſen governor ſhall die, reſign, remove out of the ſtate, or 
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refuſe to act, (ſitting the general aſſembly) the ſenate and houf: 
of delegates ſhall, immediately thereupon, proceed to a new 
choice, in manner aforeſaid. 

XXVI. That the ſenators and delegates, on the ſecond Tuc 
day of November, 1777, and annually on the ſecond Tueſday of 
November forever thereafter, ele& by joint ballot (in the ſame 
manner, as ſenators are directed ta be choſen) five of the mot 
ſenſible, diſcreet, and experienced men, above twenty-five yean 
of age, refidents in the ſtate above three years next preceding the 
election, and having therein a e of lands and tenement, 
above the value of one thouſand pounds current money, to be 
the council to the governor, whoſe proceedings fhall be alway 
entered on record, to any part whereof any member may enter 
-his diſſent, and their advice, if ſo required by the governor, or 
any member of the council, ſhall be given in writing, and fignel 
by the members giving the ſame reſpectively: which preceedings 
of the council ſhall be laid before the ſenate, or houſe of dele. 
gates, when called for by them, or either of them. The coun. 
cil may appoint their own clerk, who ſhall take ſuch oath of 
ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, as this convention, or the leg. 
Lature, ſhall direct; and of fecrecy, in ſuch. matters, as he ſhall 
de directed by the board to keep ſecret. 

XXVII. That thedelegates to congreſs, from this ſtate, ſhall 
be choſen annually, or ſuperſeded in the mean time, by the Joint 
ballot of both houſes of aſſembly ;. and that there be a rotation, in 
ſuch manner, that at leaſt two of the number be annually chan- 
ged ; and no perſon ſhall be capable of being a delegate to con- 
greſs for more than three in any term of fix years; and 10 
perſon, who holds any office of profit in the gift of congreſs, 
mall be eligible to fit in congreſs ; but if appointed to any ſuch 
office, his ſeat ſhall be thereby vacated.. That no perſon, unle(s 
above twenty-one years of age, and a reſident in the ſtate more 
chan five years next preceding the election, and having real and 


perſonal eſtate in this ſtate, above the value of one thouſand pounds 


current money, ſhall be eligible to fit in congreſs. 


XVIII. That the ſenators and delegates, immediately on 


their annual meeting, and before they proceed to any buſineſs, and 


every perſon, hereafter elected a ſenator or delegate before he 
acts as ſuch—-ſhall take an oatk of ſupport and fidelity to this 


ftate, as aforeſaid ;. and before the election of a governor, or 


members of the council, ſhall take an oath, 4 to elect without 


; favour, affection, partiality, or prejudice,, ſuch | per ſon. As ag 
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yernor, or member of the colnell; as they, i in their judgment and 
conſcience, believe beſt qualified = the office. 

XXIX. That the ſenate and delegates may adjourn themſelves 

reſpectively: but if the two hovſes ſhould not agree on the fame 
time, but adjourn to different days, then ſhall the governor ap- 

int and notify one of thoſe days, or ſome day between; and 
the aſſembly ſhall then meet and be held accordingly : and he ſhall, 
if neceſſary, by advice of the council, call them before the time, 
which they ſhall in any manner be 2djourned, on giving not leſs 
than ten days notice thereof: but the governor ſhall not adjourn 
| the aſſembly, otherwiſe than as aer nor prorogue or diſ- 

ſol ve it, at any time. 5 

XXX. That no perſon, unleſs above ene fins years of age, 

a reſident in this ſtate above five years next preceding the elec- 
| tion—and having in the fate real and perſonal property, above 
the value of five thouſand pounds, current money, (one thouſand 
pounds whereof, at leaſt, to be freehold W ſhall be eligible as 
governor. 
XXXI. That the governor ſhall not continue in that office, 
longer than three years . ſucceſſively, nor be eligible as gover- 
nor, until the expiration of four years, after he ſhall have been 
out of that office. 

XXXII. That upon the death, reſignation, or W out of 
this ſtate, of the governor, the firſt named of the council, for the 
time being, ſhall act as governor, and qualify in the ſame man- 
ner; and ſhall immediately call a meeting of the general afſem- 
bly, giving not leſs than fourteen days notice of the meeting, at 
which meeting, a governor ſhall be appointed, in manner afore- 
ſaid, for the reſidue of the year. | 

XXXIII. That the governor, by and with the advice and con- 
ſent of the council, may embody the militia ; and, when em- 
ape. ſhall alone om the direction thereof; and ſhall alſo have 
nd direction of all the regular land and lea forces, under the 
d Bee of this ſtate, (but he ſhall not command in-perſon, unleſs 

| adviſed thereto by the council, and then, only fo long, as they 
on ſhall approve thereof); and may alone exerciſe all other the exe- 
nd cutive powers of government, wheie the concurrence of the coun- 
he eil is not required, according to the laws of this ſtate, and grant 
his reprieves or pardons, for any crime, except in ſuch caſes where 
or the law ſhall otherwiſe direct: and may, during the receſs of the 
ut | general afſembly, lay embargoes, to prevent the departure of any 
0. tipping, or the exportation of any commodities, for any time 
Not e thirty days in any one e the ger 
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_neral aſſembly to meet aka the time 4 the continuance of ſuch 
embargo: and may alſo order and compel any veſſel to ride 
quarantine, if ſuch veſſel, or the port from which ſhe may have 
come, ſhall, on ſtrong grounds, be ſuſpected to be infected with 
the plague : but the governor ſhall not, under any pretence, ex- 
erciſe any power or prerogative, by virtue of any law, ſtatute, or 
cuſtom, of England or Great Britain, 

XXXIV. That the members of the council, or any three or 
more of them, when convened, ſhall conſtitute a board, for the 
_ tranſacting of buſineſs; that the governor, for the time being, 
ſhall preſide 1 in the eee and be entitled to a vote, on all quel. 
tions, in which the council mall be divided in opinion: and, in the 
abſence of the governor, the firſt named of the council ſhall pre. 
fide ; and, as ſuch, ſhall alſo vote, in all caſes, where the other 
members diſagree in their opinion. 

XXV. That, in caſe of refuſal, death, reſignation, diſqualifi. 
cation, or removal out of the ſtate, of any perſon choſen a mem. 
ber of the council, the members thereof, immediately thereupon, 
or at their next meeting thereafter, ſhall ele& by ballot, another 
perſon (qualified as aforeſaid) in his place, for the reſidue of 
the year. 
XXXVI. That the council ſhall have power to make the Sw 
ſeal of this ſtate, which ſhall be kept by the chancellor for the 
time being, and affixed to all laws, commiſſions, grants, and 
other public teſtimonials, as has been heretofore practiſed i in this 
Kate, : 
XXVII. That no ſenator, delegate of aſſembly, or 5 of 
the council, if he ſhall qualify as ſuch, ſhall hold or execute any 
office of profit, or receive the profits of any office exerciſed by any 
other perſon, during the time, for which he ſhall be elected; 
nor ſhall any governor he capable of holding any other office 
of profit in this ſtate, while he acts as ſuch. And no perſon, 
holding a place of profit or receiving any part of the profits 
thereof, or receiving the profits or any part of the profits ariſing 
on any agency, for the ſupply of cloathing or proviſions for the 
army or navy, or holding any office under the united ſtates, or 
any of them — or a miniſter, or preacher of the goſpel, of any 
 denomination—or any perſon, employed in the regular land ſer» 
Vice, or marine, cf this or the united ſtates—ſhall have a ſeat in 
the general aſſembly, or the council of this ſtate. | 

XXXVIII. That every governor, ſenator, delegate to congreſs, 
or aſſembly, and member of the council, before he acts as ſuch, 

mall take an oath, ( that be will not receive, directly or indirect - 
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y at any time, any part of the profits of any office, held by any 


other perſon, during his acting in his office of governor, ſenator, 


delegate to congreſs, or affembly, or member of the council, 
or the profits, or any part of the profits, arifing-on-any. agency, 

for the ſupply of clothing or proviſions for the army or navy.“ 
XXXIX. That if any ſenator, delegate to congreſs or aſ- 

ſembly, or member of the council, ſhall hold or execute any 


office of profit, or receive directly or indirectly, at any time, the 
profits or any part of the profits, of any office exerciſed by any 


other perſon, during his acting as fenator, delegate to congreſs 


| or afſembly, or member of the council—his ſeat (on conviction, 


in a court of law, by the oath of two credible witneſſes) ſhall be 
void; and he ſhail ſuffer the puniſhment of wilful and corrupt 
perjury, or be baniſhed this ſtate forever, or diſqualified forever 


from holding any office or place of truft or profit, as the court | 


may judge. | , 
XL. That the chancellor, all judges, the attorney-general, 


clerks of the general court, the clerks of the county courts, the 


rezifters of the land office, and the regiſters of wills, ſhall hold 


there commiſſions during good behaviour, removable _ for 
miſbehaviour, on [conviction in a court of law. 


XLI. That there be a regiſter of wills appointed for each coun- 


ty, who ſhall be commiſſioned by tae governor, on the joint re- 
[commendation of the ſenate and houſe of delegates; and that, 
upon the death, reſignation, diſqualification, or removal out of 
the county, of any regiſter of wills, in the receſs of the general 
aſſembly, the governor, with the advice of the council, may ap- 


point and commiſſion, a fit and proper perſon to ſuch vacant of- 


bee, to hold the ſame, until the meeting of the general aſſembly. 


XLII. That ſheriffs ſhall be elected in each county, by ballot, 
erery third year; that is to ſay, two perſons for the office of 
ſheriff for each county, the one of whom having the majority of 
votes, or if both have an equal number, either of them, at the diſ- 
cretion of the governor, to be commiſſioned by the governor for 
the ſaid officez and having ferved for three years, ſuch perſon ſhall 


be ineligible for the four years next ſucceeding ; bond with ſecu- 


rity to be taken every year, as uſual ; and no ſheriff ſhall be qua- 


lied to act, before the ſame is given. In cafe of death, refuſal, 


reſignation, diſqualification, or removal out of the county, before 


the expiration of the three years, the other perſon, choſen as a- 


foreſaid, ſhall be commiſſioned by the governor, to execute the 
ſaid office, for the reſidue of the ſaid three years, the ſaid perſon 


giving bond and fecurity as aforeſaid : and in caſe of his death, 
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refuſal, reſignation, diſqualification, or removal out of the county, 
before the expiration of the ſaid three years, the governor, 
with the advice of the council, may nominate | and commiſ. 
fion a fit and proper perſon, to execute the ſaid office for 
the reſidue of the ſaid three years, the ſaid perſon giving bond 
and ſecurity as aforeſaid. The election ſhall be held, at the 
ſame time and place, appointed for the election of delegates; 
and the juſtices, there ſummoned to attend, for the preſer. 
vation of the peace, ſhall be judges thereof, and of the qualifi 


cation of candidates, who ſhall appoint a clerk to take the bal. 


lots. All freemen, above the age of twenty-one years, having a 
freehold of fifty acres of land, in the county, in which they of. 
fer to ballot, and reſiding therein—and all freemen, above the 
age of twenty-one years, and having property in the ſtate, above 
the value of thirty pounds current money, and having reſidel 
in the county, in which they offer to ballot, one whole year next 
preceding the eleftion—ſhall have a right of ſuffrage. No per. 


' ſon to be eligible to the office of ſheriff for a county, but an in. 


babitant of the ſaid county, above the age of twenty-one years 
and having real and perſonal property in the ſtate, above the 


value of one. thouſand pounds current money. 'The juſtices afore. 
_ faid ſhall examine the ballots ; and the two candidates proper) 
qualified, having in each county the majority of legal ballots ſhal 


be declared duly elected for the office of ſheriff for ſuch county, 
and returned to the governor and council, with e of the 
number of ballots for each of tem. 

XLIII. That every perſon, who ſhall offer to vote for delegates 
or for the election of the ſenate, or for the ſheriff, ſhall (if re- 
quired by any three perſons qualified to vote) before he be admit- 
ted to poll, take ſuch oath or affirmation of ſupport and fidelity to 
this ſtate, as this convention, or the legiſlature, ſhall dire&. 

XLIV. That « juſtice of the peace may be eligible as a ſents 
tor, delegate, or member of the council, and may continue to all 


as a juſtice of the peace. 


XL. That no field officer of the militia be eligible as a ſenator, 


delegate, or member of the council. 


XLVI. That all civil officers, hereafter to be appointed for 


the ſeveral counties of this ſtate, ſhall have been reſidents of the 


county, reſpectively, for which they ſhall be appointed, fix months 


next before their appointment; and ſhall continue reſidents of 


their county, reſpectively, during their continuance in office. 
XLVII. That the judges of the general court, and juſtices of 


the county courts, may appoint the clerks of their reſpeRtiic 


* 
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$0urts z and in caſe of refuſal, death, reſignation, diſqualification, . 
or removal out of the ſtate, or from their reſpective ſhores, of 
che clerks of the general court or either of them, in the vacation 
of the ſaid court and in caſe of the refuſal, death, reſignation, 
diſqualification, or removal out of the county, of any of the 
ſaid county clerks, in the vacation of the county court, of which 
he is clerk — the governor, with the advice of the council, may 
appoint and commiſſion a fit and proper perſon to ſuch vacant of- 
fice reſpectively, to hold the ſame until the meeting of the next 
neral court, or county court, as the caſe may be. 

XLVIII. That the governor, for the time being, with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the council, may appoint the chancellor, and 
all judges and juſtices, the attorney-general, naval officers, officers 
in the regular land and ſea ſervice, officers of the militia, regiſ- 
ters of the land office, ſurveyors, and all other civil officers of go- 
vernment (aſſeſſors, conftables and overſeers of the roads, only, 
excepffa) and may alſo ſuſpend or remove any civil officer, who 
has not a commiſſion, during good behaviour; and may ſuſpend 
any militia officer, for one month: and may alſo ſuſpend or re- 
move any regular officer in the land or ſea ſervice: and the go- 
yernor may remove or ſuſpend any militia officer, in purſuance 
of the judgment of a court- martial. 

XLIX. That all civil officers of the ape tee of the go- 


yernor and council, who do not hold commiſſions during good 


behaviour, ſhall be appointed annually in-the third week of No- 
vember, But if any of them ſhall be re-appointed, they may con- 
tinue to act, without any new commiſſion or qualification ; ; and: 
every officer, though not re-appointed, ſhall continue to àct, 


until the perſon, who ſhall be appointed and commiſſioned i in his 
ſtead, ſhall be qualified. 


L. That the governor, every member of the ne; ind eve 


ry judge and juſtice, before they act as ſuch, ſhall reſpectively 
take an oath, That he will not, through favour, affection, or 
partiality, vote for any perſon to office; and that he will vote 
for ſuch perſon, as, in his judgment and conſcience, he believes 
moſt fit, and beſt qualified for the office; and that he has not 
made, nor will make, any promiſe or engagement, to give his 
vote or intereſt in favour of any perſon.” 

LI. That there be two regiſters of the land office, one upon 
the weſtern, and one upon the eaſtern ſhore : that ſhort extracts 
of the grants and certificates of the land, on the weſtern and eaſ- 
tern ſhores, reſpectively, be made in ſeparate books, at the pub= 
lic expenſe, and depokted in the offices of the ſaid regiſters, in 
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1 manner, as ſhall hereafter be provided by the general aſſem. 
LII. That every chancellor, judge, regiſter of wills, 1 
oner of the loan office, attorney - general, ſheriff, treaſurer, naval 
officer, regiſter of the land office, regiſter of the chancery court, 
and every clerk of the common law courts, ſurveyor, and audi- 
tor, of the public accounts, before he acts as ſuch, ſhall take an 
oath “ that. he will not directly or indirectly receive any fee or 
reward, for doing his office of | 
but what is, or ſhall be allowed by law; nor will, dire Sly o A 
indirectly, receive the profits or any part of the profits of any office, 
held by any other perſon ; and that he does not hold the ſame office 
in truſt, or for the benefit of any other perſon.” 


LIII. That if any governor, chancellor, judge, ter of 


wills, attorney-general, regiſter of the land office, regiſter of 
thechancery court, or fany clerk of the common law courts, 
treaſurer, naval officer, ſheriff, ſurveyor, or auditor of public 
accounts, ſhall receive, directly or indire&ly, at any time, 
the profits, or any part of the profits of any office, held by any 
other perſon, during his acting in the office, to which he is ap- 
pointed ; his election, appointment, and commiſſion (on convic. 
tion, in a court of law, by oath of two credible witneſſes) ſhall 
be void; and he ſhall ſuffer the puniſhment for wilful and cor- 
rupt purjury, or be baniſhed this ſtate forever, or ditqualified for 
ever, from holding any office or place of truſt or profit, as the 
court may adjudge. 

LIV. That if any perſon ſhall give any bribe, preſent, or re- 
ward, or any.promiſe, or any ſecurity for the payment or deli- 
very of any money, or any-other thing, to obtain or procure a 
vote, to be governor, ſenator, delegate to congreſs or aſſembly, 
member of the council, or judge, or-to be appointed to any of the 
ſaid offices, or to any office of profit or truſt, now created or 


hereafter to be created in this ſtate—the perſon giving, and the 


perſon receiving the ſame (on conviction in a court of law) ſhall 
be forever diſqualified to hold any office of truſt or profit in this 
ſtate. 

LV. That every . appointed to any office of profit or 
truſt, ſhall, before he enters on the execution thereof, take the fol- 
lowing oath, to wit, I, A. B. do ſwear, That I do not hold 
myſelf bound in allegiance to the king of Great Britain, and 
that I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to the ſtate of Ma- 
rana; and ſhall alſo ſubſcribe a declaration _ his belief in the 
chriſtian. religion. 
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LI. That there be a court of appeals, 8 of i 
of integrity and ſound judgment in the law, whoſe judgment ſhalt 
be final and conclufive, in all caſes of appeal, from the general 


| court, court of chancery, and court of admiralty ; that one per- 


ſon of integrity and ſound judgment in the law, be appointed 
chancellor: that three perſons of integrity and ſound judgment. 
in the law, be appointed judges of the court now called the pro- 


| vincial court; and that the ſame court be hereafter called and 


known by the name of The. general court; which court ſhall fit on 
the weſtern and eaſtern ſhores, for tranſacting and determining the 


| buſineſs of the reſpeQive ſhores, at ſuch times and places, as the 


future legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall direct and appoint. 
LVII. That the ſtyle of all laws run thus, Be it enacted by. 


| the general aſſembly Maryland: That all public commiſſions. 


and grants run thus, The flate of Maryland,” &c. and ſhall be 


| figned by the governor, and atteſted by the chancellor, with the. 


ſeal of the ſtate annexed exeept military commiſſions, which ſhall . 
not be atteſted by the chancellor, or have the ſeal of the ſtate an- 
nexed: That all writs fhall run in the ſame ſtyle, and be atteſted, , 


| ſealed, and ſigned as uſual : That all indiments ſhall conclude, , 


« Againſt the peace, goverment, and dignity of the-flate."' ' 

LVIII. That all penalties and forfeitures, heretofore going to 
the king or proprietary, ſhall go to the ſtate—ſave only ſuch, as the 
general aſſembly may aboliſh or otherwiſe provide for. 

LIX. That this form of government, and the declaration of 
rights, and no part thereof, ſhall be altered, changed, or abo- 
liſhed, unleſs a bill ſo to alter, change, or aboliſh the ſame, ſhalt 
paſs the general aſſembly, and be publiſhed at leaft three months 
before a new election, and ſhall be confirmed by the general aſ- 
ſembly, after a new election of delegates, in the firſt ſeſſion af- 


ter ſuch new election; provided that nothing in this form of go- 


vernment, which relates to the eaſtern ſhore particularly, ſhall at . 
any time hereafter be altered, unleſs for the alteration and con- 
firmation thereof at leaſt two-thirds of all the members of each 


branch of the general aſſembly ſhall concur. 


LX. That every bill, paſſed by the general aſſembly, when en- 


groſſed, ſhall be preſented by the ſpeaker of the houſe of dele- 


gates, in the ſenate, to the governor for the time being, who ſhall 
lign the ſame, and thereto affix the great ſeal, in the preſence' of 
the members of both houſes: every law ſhall be recorded in 
the general court office of the weſtern ſhore, and in due time 
printed, publifhed, and certified under the great ſeal, to the ſeveral 
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: county courts, in the ſame manner, as hath Foe heretofore uſed 


in this Rate. 

I his form of, government was aſſentsd to, and paſſed in con- 
vention of che delegates of the freemen of Maryland, begun 
and held at the city of Annapolis, the fourteenth of Auguſt, 

A. D. one thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventy- ſix. 
By order of the convention, 
M. TIL G HM AN, prefddent. 
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HE CONSTITUTION or form of government, agreed, to and 


| . upon by the delegates and repreſentatives of the ſeve. 
ral counties and corporations of Virginia, in a general conven- 
tion, held at Williamſburgh, on the 6th of May, and continued, 
of: 8 to the 5th of Juh, 1776, 


FE, the delegates and repreſentatives of the good people of 
Vir Zinia, do declare the future form of government of 

Virginia to be as followeth : 
be legiſlative, executive, and judiciary department, ſhall 
be ſeparate- and diſtin, ſo that neither exerciſe the powers 
properly belonging to the other : nor ſhall any perſon exerciſe the 
powers of more than one of them, at the ſame time; except that 
the juſtices of the county couxts ſhall be eligible to either houſe & 

aſſembly. 

The legiſlative ſhall be formed of two diſtin branches, who, to- 
gether, ſhall be a complete legiſlature.” They ſhall meet once, or often- 


: er, every year, and ſhall be called The general afſembly of Virginia, 


One of theſe ſhall be called, The houſe of delegates, and confiſt of two 


repreſentatives, to be choſen for each county, and for the diſtrict of 


Weſt-Auguſta, annually, of ſuch men as actually reſide in, and are 
freeholders of the ſame, or duly qualified according to law, and 
alſo of one delegate or repreſentative, to be choſen annually for the 
city of Williawſburgh, and one for the borough of Norfolk, and 
a repreſentative for each of ſuch other cities and boroughs, as may 
hereafter be allowed particular repreſentation by the legiſlature; 


but when any city or borough ſhall ſo decreaſe, as that the num- 


ber of perſons, having right of ſuffrage therein, ſhall have been, 
for the ſpace of ſeven years ſucceſſively, leſs than half the num- 
ber of voters in ſome one county in Virginia, ſuch city or bo- 
rough thenceforward ſhall ceaſe to ſend a delegate or repreſenta: 
tive to the aſſembly. | 

The other ſhall be called The ſenate, and conſiſt of twenty-four 


members, of whom thirteen ſhail conſtitute a houſe to proceed on 


3 for whoſe election, the A counties hall a divid- 

| ed into twenty-four diſtriẽts; and each county of the reſpective 

| hict; or duly qualified according to law, and is upwards of twen- - 
days at fartheſt, after the 1: county election in the diſtri, ſhall - 


| reſpective counties, return, as a ſenator, the man who ſhall have 
the greateſt number of votes in the whole diſtrict. To keep up 


four claſſes and numbered by lot. At the end of one year, after 


| from ſuch: claſs or diviſion, by new election, in the manner afore- 
aid. This rotation ſhall be applied to each diviſion, a to 


| proved of, or rejected, by the ſenate, or to be amended, with eon- 


rejected. 


joint ballot of both houſes (to be taken in each houſe reſpectively) 3 


of VIRGINIA. 


difri&, at the time of the election of its delegates, ſhall vote for ane 
ſenutor, who is actually a reſident and freeholder within the diſ- 


ty-five years of age; and the ſheriffs of each county, within five 


meet at ſome convenient place, and from the poll, ſo taken in their 


this aſſembly by rotation, the diftricts ſhall be equally divided into 


the general election, the fix members, elected by the firſt diviſion 
ſhall: be diſplaced, and the vacancies, thereby. occaſroned, ſupplied 


its number, and continued in due order annually... - 

The right. of ſuffrage in the election of members for both 
houſes ſhall remain, as exerciſed at preſent; and each houſe ſhall 
chooſe its own ſpeaker, appoint its own officers, ſettle .its own: + 
rules of proceeding, and direct writs of election, for mu ſupplying ; 
intermediate. Vacancies. . 

All laws ſhall originate in the houſe of PE nc be ap- 5 


ſent of the houſe of delegates; except money - bills, which, in no 
inſtance, ſhall be altered by the ſenate, but 1 fror ar 


A governor, or chief magiſtrate, ſhall be coin anmally by 


depoſited in the conference room; the boxes examined jointly by 
a committee of each houſe, and the numbers ſeverally reported 
to them, that the appointments may be entered (which ſhall be 
the mode of taking the joint ballot of both houſes, in all caſes) } 
who ſhall not continue in that office longer than three years ſuc- 
ceſſively, nor be eligible, until the expiration.of four years, after 
he ſhall have been out of that office. An adequate, but moderate 
falary ſhall be ſettled on him, during his continuance in office; 
and he ſhall with the advice of a council of ſtate, exerciſe the 
executive powers of government, according to the laws of his. 5 
common wealth; and ſhall not, under any pretence, exerciſe any | 
power or prerogative, by virtue. of any law, ſtatute, or cuſtom of 
England. But he ſhall, with the advice of the council of - 
Kate, have the. power of granting reprieves or. pardons, except 
*. 2 
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where the proſecution ſhall have been carried on by the houſe of 
delegates, or the law ſhall otherwiſe particularly direct; in which 
caſes, no reprieve or pardon ſhall be granted, but oF reſolve of 
the houſe of delegates. 

Either houſe of the general aſſembly may adjourn themſelves 
reſpektively. The governor ſhall not prorogue or adjourn the al. 
ſembly, during their ſitting, nor diſſolve them at any time; but 

he ſhall, if neceſſary, either by advice of the council of ſtate, or 
on application of a majority of the houſe of delegates, call them, 
before the time, to which they ſhall ſtand yrevegued or ad- 
zourned. | 

A privy-council, or council of ſtate, conſiſting of eight mem. 
bers, ſhall he choſen, by joint ballot of both houſes of aſſem. 
bly, either from their own members or the people at large, to aſ. 

Giſt in the adminiſtration of government. They ſhall annually 
chooſe, out of their own members, a preſident, who, in caſe cf 
death, inabiliiy, or abſence of the governor from the government, 
Hall act as licutenant- governor. Four members ſhall be ſufficient 
to act, and their advice and proceedings ſhall be entered on re. 
eord, and ſigned by the members preſent, (to any part where. 
of, any member may enter his diſſent) to be laid before the ge. 
neral aſſembly, when called for by them. This council may ap- 
point their own clerk, who ſhall have a ſalary ſettled by law, and 
tale an oath of ſecrecy, in ſuch matters, as he ſhall be directed 
by the board to conceal. A ſum of money, appropriated to that 
purpole, ſhall be divided annually among the members, in pro- 
Portion to their attendance; and they ſhall be incapable, during 

their continuance in office, of fitting in either houſe of aſſembly, 

Two members ſhall be removed by joint ballot, of both houſes of 
aſſembly, at the end of every three years, and be ineligible, for the 
three next years. Theſe vacancies, as well as thoſe occaſioned by 
death or incapacity, ſhall be ſupplied by new elections, in ths 
ſame manner. 


Tune delegates for Viewiuia,. to the continental congreſs, ſhall 


be choſen annually, or ſuperſeded in the mean time, by joint bal- 


lot of both houſes of aſſembly. 

The preſent militia officers ſhall be continued, and vacancies 
ſupplied by appointment of the governor, with the advice of the 
privy-council, on recommendations from the reſpective county 
courts: but the governor and council ſhall have a power of ſul- 


pending any officer, and ordering a courtimartial, on complaint 
of miſbebaviour or inability, or to ſupply vacancies of officers). 


happening, when in actual ſervices. 
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The governor, may embody the militia, with the advice 
of the privy- council; and when embodied, ſhall alone have the 
direction of the e under the laws of the country. | 
The two houſes of aſſembly ſhall, by joint ballot, appoint 


judges of the ſupreme court of appeals, and general court, judges in 


chancery, judges of admiralty, ſecretary, and the attorney- general, 
to be commiſſioned by the governor, and continue in office during 
good behaviour. In caſe of death, incapacity, or reſignation, the 
governor, with the advice of the privy· council, ſhall appoint per- 
ſons to ſucceed in office, to be approved or diſplaced by both 


houſes. Theſe officers ſhall have fixed, and adequate ſalaries, and, 


together with all others holding Jucrative offices, and all ni 
ters of the goſpel, of every denomination, be incapable of being 
elected members of either houſe of aſſembly or the privy- 
council. | 
The governor, with the advice of the privy- . ſnall ap- 
point juſtices of the peace for the counties; and in caſe of vacan- 


cies, or a neceſſity of increaſing the ner hereafter, ſuch ap- 


pointments to be made upon the recommendation of the reſpec- 
tive county courts. The preſent acting ſecretary in Virgi- 


nia, and clerks of all the county courts, ſhall continue in office. 


In caſe of vaccancies, either by death, incapacity, or reſigna- 
tion, a ſecretary ſhall be appointed, as before directed; and the 
clerks, by the reſpective courts. The preſent and, future clerks. 
ſhall hold their offices during good behaviour, to be judged of, 
and determined in the general court, The ſheriffs and coroners 
ſhall be nominated by the reſpe&ive courts, approved by the go- 
vernor, with the advice of the privy-council, and commiſſioned. 
by the governor. The juſtices ſhall appoint conſtables; and all. 
fees of the aforeſaid officers, be regulated by law. | | 

The governor, when he is out of office, and others, offend- 
ing againſt the ſtate, either by mal-adminiftration, corruption, 
or other means, by which the ſafety of the ſtate may be endanger- 
ed, ſhall be impeachable by the houſe of delegates. Such im- 
peachment to be proſecuted by the attorney - -general, or ſuch Qs 
ther.perſon or perſons, as the houſe may appoint, in the general 
court, according to the Jaws of the land. If found guilty, he or they 
ſhall be either forever diſabled to hold any office under government, 
or be removed from ſuch office pro tempore, or ſubjected to 
ſuch pains or penalties, as the laws ſhall direct. 

If all or any of ths judges of the general court ſhould, on. 


good grounds (to be judged of by the houſe of delegates) be ac- 
auſed of any of the crimes or offences. above mentioned, fuch. 
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houſe of delegates may, in Ike manner impeach the judge or ex 
judges ſo accuſed, to be proſecuted in the court of ?ppeals ; and th 
he or they, if found guilty, ſhall be puniſhed in. the ſame man- 


ner, as is preſcribed in the preceding clauſe. _ ſe 
Commiſſions and grants ſhall run * In the name of the common. 40 

wealth Virginia, and. bear teſt by the governor, with the ſeal of 

the commonwealth annexed., Writs ſhall run in the ſame manner, (Ts 

and bear teſt by the clerks of the ſeveral courts. Indictments (hall. ka 


conclude, ** Againſt the” peace and dignity of the commonwealth,” 
A treaſurer ſhall. be appointed annually, by joint. ballot of both la 
houſes, | of 
All eſcheats, penalties, and and farfojtures , heretofore going to the Ml © 
king, ſhall go to the commonwealth, ſave only ſuch as the legiſ. 


lature may aboliſh,. or otherwiſe, provide for. ge 
The territories, contained within the charters, erecting the 
colonies of Maryland, Pennſylvania, North and Seuth-Carolina, to 


are hereby ceded, releaſed, and for ever confirmed, to.the.. people ff © 
of theſe colonies, reſpectively, with all the rights of. property, ju - pe 
riſdiction and government, and all other rights whatſoever, which 
might, at any time heretofore, have been claimed by. Virginia, eh 
except the free navigation and uſe of the rivers Patomaque and 
Pokomoke, with the property of the Virginia ſhores and ſtrands, th 
bordering on either of the ſaid rivers, and all improvements, Cc 
which have been, or ſhall be, made thereon, The . weſtern and 
northern extent of Virginia ſhall, in all other reſpe&s, ſtand, as . fi 
fixed by the charter of king James I. in the year one thouſand 

fix hundred and nine, and by the public treaty. of peace, between m 


the courts of Britain and France, in the year one thouſand ſeven ol 
hundred and fixty-three; unleſs by act of this legiſlature, one or n 
more governments be eftabliſhed weſtward of the Alleghany moun. ec 


tains. And no purchaſes of lands ſhall de made of the Indian 1 8 
natives, but on behalf of the PORE, by authority. of the eee | 
aſſembly. 

The CONSTITUTION, or form of 5 . to, . b 
rreſolved upon, by the repreſentatives, of the freemen of the flatt . 


of North Carolina, elected and choſen for that particular purpoſe, | 
in congreſs aſſembled, at Halifax, Dec. 18, 1776. 


A DECLARATION or RIGHTS, c- 


1. AT all political power, is veſted i in, and derived from 
the people only. 
II. That the people of this ſtate ought. to have the, ſole, and 
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excluſive right of e the internal government and * 
thereof. 

III. That no man, or ſet 5 men are entitled to exeluſive or 
ſeparate emoluments or privileges from the community, but in 
conſideration of public ſervices. 

IV. That the legiſlative, executive, and ſupreme judicial pow- | 
ers of government, i to be forever ſeparate and diſtinct n 


each other. 


v. That all powers of ſuſpending laws, or the execution of 
laws, by any authority, without conſent of the repreſentatives 
of the people, is injurious to their Achte and ought not to be 
exerciſed. 

VI. That elections of members, to ſer ve as e in 
general aſſembly, ought to be free. 

VII. That, in all criminal proſeautions, every man has a right 

to be informed of the accuſation againſt him, and to confront the - 
accuſers and witneſſes with other teſtimony, and ſhall not be com- 
pelled to give evidence againſt himſelf. 

VIII. That no freeman ſhall be put to anſwer any criminal, 
charge, but by indictment, preſentment, or impeachmeut. 

IX. That no freeman ſhall be convicted of any crime, but by 
the unanimous verdict of a jury of good and lawful men, in open 
court, as heretofore uſed. 

X. That exceſſive bail ſhould not be required, n nor exceſſive 
fines impoſed, nor cruel or unuſual puniſhments inflicted. 

XI. That general warrants—whereby an officer or meſſenger 
may be commanded to ſearch ſuſpected places, without evidence 
of the fact committed, or to ſeize any perſon or perſons, not na- 
med, whoſe offences are not particularly, deſcribed, and ſupport» 
ed by evidence are nee to liberty, and ought not to be 
granted. 

XII. That no freeman ought to be taken, e or diſ- 


| ſciſed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or 
' exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, or deprived of his fe, li- 


erty) or property, but by the law of the land, 
XIII. That every freeman, reſtrained of his liberty, i is intitled 
io a remedy, to enquire into the lawfulneſs thereof, and to remove 


the ſame, if unlawful ; and that ſuch remedy ought not to be de- 
nied or delayed. 


XIV. That in all controverſies at law, reſpe&ing property, the 
ancient mode of trial, by jury, 1s one of the beſt ſecurities, 


. of the rights of the peoples and ought to remain ſacred and in- 


violable, 
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XV. That the feeedom of the preſs is one of the great bul. 
warks of liberty, and therefore, ought never to be reſtrained, 

XVI. That the people of this ſtate ought not to be-taxed, or 
made ſubjeẽt to the payment of any impoſt or duty, without the. 

conſent of themſelves, or their repreſentatives in- . aſſembly, 
freely gi ven. 

XVII. Fhat the veg have a right to bear arms, for the de- 
fence of the ſtate ; and as ſtanding armies, in time of peace, are 
dangerous to kerry, they ought not to be kept up z and that the 
military ſhould be kept under ſtrict ſubordination 55 and go- 

verned by the civil power. 

XVIII. That the people have a right to aſſemble together, to 
conſult for their common good, to inſtru their repreſentatives, 
and to apply to the legiſlature, for redreſs of grievances. 

XIX. That all men have a natural and unalienable right to 
worſhip Almighty God, according - to the dictates of their own 
conſcience. 

XX. That for redreſs of erjevances. 5 for amending and 
ſtrengthening the laws, elections ought to be often held. 

XXI. Fuat a frequent recurrence of fundamental principles it 
abſolutely neceſſary, to preſerve the bleſſings of liberty. 

XXII. That no hereditary emoluments, privileges or honous, 
ought to be granted or conferred in this ſtate, 

XXIII. That perpetuities, and monopolies are contrary: to the 
genius of a free ſtate, and ought not to be allowed. 

XXIV. That retroſpective laws, puniſhing facts, committed 


before the exiſtence of ſuch laws, and, by them only, declared 


criminal, are oppreſſive, unjuſt, and incompatible with liberty; 
wherefore. no ex poft facto law ought to be made. 

XXV. The property of the ſoil, in a free 3 being 
one of the eſſential rights of the collective body of the people, 
it is neceſſary, in order to avoid future diſputes, that the limits of 
the ſtate ſhould be aſcertained with preciſion : and as the former 
temporary line, between North and South Carelina, was confirm- 
med, and extended by commiſſioners, appointed by the legiſla- 
tures of the two ſtates, agreeable to the order of the late king 
George II. in council, that line, and that only, ſhould be efteemed 
the ſouthern bqundary of this ſtate—that is to ſay, beginning 
on the ſea fide, ata cedar ſtake, at or near the mouth of litile 
river (being the ſouthern. extremity of Brunſwic county), and 
running from thence a north-weſt covrſe, through the boundary 
houſe, which ſtands in thirty-three degrees fifty - ſix minutes, to 
dirty - five degrees north latitu de; and from thence a welt courſe 
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6 far as is mentioned in the charter of king Charles I. to the 
late proprietors of Carolina. Therefore all the territory, ſeas, 
waters, and harbours, with their appurtenances, lying between 
| the line above deſcribed, and the ſouthern line of the ſtate of 
Virginia, which begins on the ſea ſhore, in thirty-ſix degress 
5 thirty minutes, north latitude, and from thence runs weſt, agree- 
able to the ſaid charter of king Charles, are the right and pro- 
: perty of the people of this ſtate, to be held by them in ſove- 


© WW reignty ; any partial line, without the conſent of the legiſla- 
. ture of this ſtate, at any time thereafter directed, or laid out, in 
anywiſe, notwithſtanding :—Provided always, That this decla- 
ration of right ſhall not prejudice any nation or nations of In- 
dans, from enjoying ſuch hunting grounds, as may have been, 
„ or hereafter ſhall be, ſecured to them, by any former or future 
| kgiſlature of this ſtate:— And provided ah, That itſhall not be 
” WF conſtrued, ſo as to, prevent the eſtabliſnment of one or more 
W governments, weſtward of this ſtate, by conſent of the legiſla- 
ture: Aud provided further, That nothing, herein contained, 
% WW finll affect the t tles or poſſeſſions of individuals, holding or 
6 claiming under the laws heretofore in force, or grants hereto- 
& bore made by the late king George III. or his POO or 
, | the late lords proprietors, or: 7 of them. 
, 
The CONSTITUTION or FORM of GOVERN. 
5 | MENT, Ge. 
p | HEREAS allegiance and protection are, in their nature, 


reciprocal, and the one, ſhould of right be refuſed, when 
the other is withdrawn— _. 
| And whereas George the third, king of Great Britain, and 
S he ſovereign of the Britiſh American colonies, hath not only 
of withdrawn from them his protection, but, by an act of the Bri- 
tiſh legiſlature, declared the inhabitants of theſe ſtates out of the 
protection of the Britiſh crown, and all their property found 
upon the high ſeas, liable to be ſeized, and confiſcated to the 
uſes mentioned in the ſaid act; and the ſaid George the third, has 
5 allo ſent fleets and armies, to proſecute a cruel war againft them, 
for the purpoſe of reducing the inhabitants of the ſaid colonies 
to a ſtate of abje& ſlavery ; in conſequence whereof, all govern- 
i vent under the ſaid king, within the ſaid colonies, hath ceaſed, 
and a total diſſolution of gover nment, in WOE: of them hath ta- 
7 ken place. 
And whereas tke 3 congreſs, having conſidered the 
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premiſes, and other previous violations of the rights of the good 
people of America, have therefore declared, that the thirteen 
united colonies are, of right, wholly abllved from all allegiance 
to the 'Britiſh crown, or any other foreign juriſdiction whatſoe. 
ver; and that the ſaid colonies now are, and ans ſhall be, 


| free and independent ſtates— 


Wherefore, ig-our preſent ſtate, in order to prevent anarchy 
and confuſion, it becomes neceſſary, that government ſhoul{ 
be eſtabliſhed ip this ſtate; therefore, we, the repreſentatives of 
the freemen of North Carolina, choſen and afſembled in con. 
greſs, for the expreſs purpoſe of framing a conſtitution, under 
the authority of the people, moſt conducive to their happine(; 
and proſperity, do declare, that a government, for this ſtate, 


hall be eſtabliſhed, in manner and form following, to ww. 


I. That the legiſlative authority ſhall be veſted in two diſtind 
branches, both dependent on the people, to wit, a ſenate and boi 
of Commons. | 

IT. That the ſenate ſhall be compoſed of repreſentatives, an- 
nually choſen by ballot, one for each county in the ſtate. 

III. That the houſe of commons ſhall be compoſed of repreſen. 
tatives annually choſen by ballot, two for each county, and one 
for each of the towns of Edentown, Newbern, Wilmington, Sali 
bury, Hillſborough, and Halifax. 

IV. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, aſſemble 
for the purpoſe of legiſlation, ſhall be denominated, The generd 
aſſembly. 

v. That each member of the ſenate ſhall have afually relided 
in the county, in which he is choſen, for one year, immediately 
preceding his eleE&on, and for the ſame time ſhall have poſleſſed, 
and continue to poſſzſs, in the county, which he repreſents 
not leſs than three hundred acres of land in fee. 

VI. That each member of the houſe of commons ſhall hawe 


uſually refided in the county, in which he is choſen, for one 


year immediately preceding his election, and for ſix months 
ſhal} have poſſeſſed, and continue to poſſeſs, in the county, Which 


he repreſents, not leſs thar one hundred acres of land in fee, or 
for the term of his own life. | 


VII. That all freemen, of the age of . years, who 
have been inhabitants of any one county within the ſtate twelve 
months immediately preceding the day of any election, and 
poſſeſſed of a freehold, within the ſame county, of fifty acres 
of land, for fix months next before, and at the day. of elcc- 
tion, ſhall be entitled to vote for a member of the 1 8 


ao p 
Eb NEV apron ons or OO, le PL ns, I oa 
0) 22 2 2 3 n 1 — "4 5 IL 1 
/ LEE ge iO, 3 2 
co 
*. 3 N 2 n r "Iz * . 
SS 8 EF 


„ NORTH.CARODINGA. wa 


VIII. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one years, 
who have been inhabitants of any one county within the ſtate, 
twelve months immediately preceding the day of any election, 
and ſhall have paid public taxes, ſhall be entitled to vote for 
members of the houſe of commons, for the i in en be 
reſides. 

IX. That all perſons, poſſeſſed of a freehold, in any town in 
this ſtate, having a right of repreſentation, and alſo all freemen, 
who have been inhabitants of any ſuch town, twelve months 
next before, and at the day of election, and ſhall have paid pub- 
lic taxes, ſhall be entitled to vote for a member, to repreſent 
ſuch town, in the houſe of commons :—Provided always, that 
this ſection ſhall not entitle any inhabitant of ſuch town to 
vote for members of the houſe of commons, for the county, in 
which he may reſide, nor any freeholder in ſuch county, who 
reſides without or beyond the limits of ſuch town, to vote for a 
member for ſaid town. 

X. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, _ met, ſhall 
each have power to chooſe a ſpeaker, and other their officers ; 
be judges of the qualifications and elections of their members; 
fit upon their own adjournments from day to day; and prepare 
bills, to be paſſed into laws. The two houſes ſhall direct writs 
of election, for ſupplying intermediate vacancies ; and ſhall 
alſo jointly, by ballot, adjourn themſelves to any future day and 
place, 

XI. That all bills ſhall be read three times in each houſe, be- 
fore they paſs into laws, and be figned by the ſpeakers of both 
houſes. 

XII. That every . who ſhall be choſen a member of the 
ſenate or houſe of commons, or appointed to any office or place 
ef truſt, before taking his ſeat, or entering upon the execution 
of his olkics; ſhall take an oath to the ſtate; and all officers ſhall 


alſo take an oath of office. 


XIII. That the general aſſembly ſhall, by joint ballot of 
both houſes, appoint judges of the ſupreme courts-of law and 


equity, judges of admiralty, and attorney-general, who ſhall 


be commiſſioned by the governor, and hold their offices during 
good behaviour, 

XIV. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, ſhall have power 
to appoint the generals and field officers of the militia, and all of- 
figers of the regular army of this ſtate. : | 

XV. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, jointly, at t weir 
erſt meeting after n annual election, ſhall by ballot, cleR 2 
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governor for one year, who ſhall not be eligible to that office, 
longer than three years, in. ſix ſucceſſive years. That no perſon, 
under thirty years of age, and who has not been a reſident in 
this fate above five years, and having, in the ſtate, a freehold 
in lands and tenements, above the value of one thouſand: pounds, 
mall be eligible as a governor. 

XVI. That the ſenate and houſe of commons, „ Nei at Ae 
firſt meeting, after each annual election, ſhall, by ballot, ele& 
ſeven perſons, to be a council of ſtate for one year; who hall 
adviſe the governor in the execution of his office ; and that four 
members ſhall be a quorum ; their advice 'and proceedings ſhall 
be entered in a journal, to be kept for that purpoſe only, and 
fgned by the members preſent ; te any part of which, any mem. 
ber preſent may enter his diſſent. And ſuch journal ſhall be 
laid before the general aſſembly when called for by them, 

XVII. That there ſhall be a ſeal of this tate, which : ſhall be 
Kept by the governor, and uſed by him, as occaſion may require; 
and ſhall be called, The great ſeal of the ſtate of North Carolina, 
and be affixed to all grants and commiſſions. | 

XVIII. The governor, for the time being, ſhall be captain-ge. 
neral, and commander in chief of the militia z and, in the receſs 
of the general aſſembly, ſhall have power, by and with the advice 
of the council of ſtate to embody the militia, for the public ſafety, 

XIX. The governor, for the time being, mall have power to 
draw for, and apply ſuch ſums of money, as ſhall be voted by 
the general aſſembly, for the contingencies of government, -and 


be accountable to them for the ſame. He alſo may, by and with 


the advice of the council of ſtate, lay embargoes, or prohibit the 
exportation of any commodity, for any term, not exceeding thir- 
ty days, at any one time in the receſs of the general aſſembly; 
and ſhall have the power of granting pardons and reprieves, ex- 
eept where the proſecution ſhall be carried on by the general al- 
ſembly, or the law ſhali otherwiſe direct; in which caſe, he may, 
in the receſs, grant a reprieve, until the next fitting of the ge- 
neral aſſembly; and may exerciſe all the other executive powers 
of government, limite! and reſtrained, as by this constitution 1s 
mentioned, and according to the laws of the Rate. And on his 
death, inability, or abſence from the ſtate, the ſpeaker of the 5 
nate, for the time being (and in caſe of his death, inability, or 
abſence from the ſtate, the Ipeaker of the houſe of commons) mal 
Exerciſe the powers of government, after ſuch death, or during ſuch 
abſence or inability, of the governor (or ſpeaker of the ſenate, 
or r until a new nomination is made by the ans aſſembly. 
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XX. That in every caſe, where any officer, the right of ep | 
appointment is, by this conſtitution, veſted in the general aſſen - 
bly, ſhall, during their receſs, die, or his office by cher means ba- 
come vacant, the governor ſhall have power, with the advice of 
the council of ſtate, to fill up ſuch VACANCY, by granting a tem- 
porary commiſſion, which ſhall expire at the un of the next ſeſ- 
fon of the general aſſembly. . 
XXI. That the governor, judges of he ſupreme court of: 
hw and equity, judges of admiralty, and attorney- -general, ſhall - 
have adequate ſalaries, during their continuance in oface. | 
XXII. That the general aſſembly. ſhall, by joint ballot of 
both houſes, annually appoint a treaſurer or treaſurets, for this ſtate, | 
XXIII. That the governor, and other officers, offending a- 
gainſt the ſtate, by violating any part of this conſtitution, mal- 


* Wumivitcation, or corruption, may be proſecuted, on the impeach- 
ment of the general aſſembly, or preſentment of the grand jur y 

e | 

of any court of ſupreme juriſdiction in thi, ſtate. 

1 XXIV. That the general aſſembly ſhail, by joint ballot of both: 

# 


houſes, triennally appoint a ſecretary, for this ſtate. 5 

XXV. That no perſons, who heretofore have been, or kercafe 
er may be, receivers of public monies, ſhall have a ſeat in cituer 
houſe of general afſembly, or be eligible to any office in this (ate 
until ſuch perſon ſhall have fully accounted for, and paid into the 
treaſury, all ſums, for which they may be accountable and liable. 

XXVI. That no treaſurer ſhall have a ſeat, either in ſenate, 
4 houſe of commons, or council of ſtate, during his continuance 
. in that office, or before be ſhall have finally ſettled his accounts 
with the public, for all the monies, which may be in his hands, 
at the ewpiration of his office, ee to the ſtate, and hath 
paid the lame into the hands of the fucceeding trealuier. 

XXVII. That no officer in the regular army or navy, in the 
7 fervice and pay of the united fates ee, this or any other Kate, 
ror any contractor or agent for 8 ſuch army or navy 
vith cloathing or proviſions, ſhall have a ſeat either in the ſenate, 
bouſe of commons, or council of ſtate, or be eligible thereto; and 
iy member of the ſenate, houſe of commons, or council of ſtate, 
being appointed to, and accepting of ſuch office, ſhall thereny 
Vacate his feat. 1 5 

XXVIII. That no rancher of the council of tate ſhall have 
1 a ſeat, either in the ſenate, or houſe of commons. | 
h XXIX. That no judge of the ſupreme court of law or equity, 
1 © juige of admiralty, ſhall have a ſeat in the ſenate, houſe of 
ommons, or council of ſtate. 


XXX. That no 1 of this fate, attorney- -general & 
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eier k of any court of record, ſhall have a ſeat in the fenate, 
bouſe of commons, or council of ſtate. 

XXXI. That no clergyman, or preacher of the goſpel, of 
any denomination, ſhall be capable of being a member of either 
the lenate, houſe of commons, or council of ſtate, while he con. 


dinues in the exercile of the paſtoral function. 


XXXII. That no perſan, who ſhall deny the being of God 


or the truth of the proteſtant religion, or the divine authority ei- 
ther of the old or new teftaments, or who ſhall hold religious 
principles incompatible with the freedom and ſafety of the ſtate, 
ſhall be capable of holding any office, or place of truſt or prof, 
in the civil department, within this ſtate. 

XXXIII. That the juſtices of the peace, within their reſpee- 

tive counties, in this ſtate, ſhall in future be recommended to 
the governor for the time being, by the repreſentatives in genera] 
a ſſembly; and the governor ſhall commiſſion them accordingly ; 
and the juſtices, When ſo commiſſioned, ſhall hold their office 
during good behavieur, and ſhall not be removed from office 
by the general e unleſs for miſbehaviour, abſence, or 
mability. 

XXXIV. That there be mal no eſtabliſhment of one any re. 
lig ious church or denomination, in this ſtate, in preference to any 
other; neither ſhall any per ſon, on any pretence whatſoever, be 

ne . to attend any place of worſhip, contrary to his own 
faith or judgment, nor be obliged to pay, for the purchaſe of 
any glebe, or the building of any houſe of worſhip, or for the 
maintenance of any minifler or miniſtry, contrary to what he 
believes right, or has voluntarily and perſonally -engaged to per- 
form; but all perſons ſhall be at liberty to exerciſe their own 
mode of worſhip :—Previded, That nothing, herein contained, 
mall be conſtructed to exempt preachers of treaſonable or ſedi- 
tious diſcourſes, from legal trial and puniſhment. 

XXXV. That no oerſon 3 in the ſtate ſhall hold more than one 
lucrative office, at any one tine: Provided, That no appoint: 
ment in the militia, or the office of a juſtice of the Peace, ſha} be 
eonſidered as a lucrative office. 

XXXVI. That all commiſſions apd grants mall run in the 
name of the Rate of North Carolina, ad bear teſt, and be ſigned 
by the. governor. All writs ſhal} run in the ſame manner, 
and bear teſt, and be ſigned by the clerks of the reſpe&ive 
courts. Indictments ſhall conclude © ganjt the peace and dig: 
nity of the flate,” 

XXXVII. That the 3 for this ſtate, to the continents! 
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congreſs while neceſſary, ſhall be choſen annually by the general 
WB: f:mbly, by ballot ; but may be ſuperſeded, in the mean time, 
fn the ſame manner; and no perſon ſhall be elected, to ſer ve in 
rat capacity, for more than three years ſucceſſively. 8. 
. XXXVIIT. That there ſhall be a ſheriff, coroner or ee, w} 
and conſtables, in each county within this ſtate, 
d xXXxXIX. That the perſon of a debtor, where there is not a 
1 ſtrong preſumption of fraud, ſhall not be continued in prifon, after 
us WM delivering up, bona fide, all his eſtate real and perſonal, for the 
175 uſe of his creditors, ia ſuch manner, as ſhall he hereafter regulat- 
v, ed by law. All priſoners ſhall be bailable by ſufficient ſureties, 
unleſs for capital offences, when the pi oof is evident, or the pre- 
+. ſumption great. 


to WF XL, 'That every foreigner, - who comes to ſettle in this ſtate, . 
al Wl having firſt taken an oath of allegiance, to the ſame, « may pur»: 
45 chaſe, or, by othec juſt means, acquwe, hold, and transfer land, 


a or other real eſtate; and after one year's reſidence, ſh all be deem 
ice ed a free citizen. 
or XLL. That a ſchool or ſchools ſhall be eftabliſhed by the has 
gillature, for the convenient inſtru&ion of youth, with ſuch ſa- 
e WW laries to the maſters, paid by the public, as may enable them to 
"7 I iofirutt at low prices; and all uſeful learning ſhall be duly en- 
be couraged, and promoted, in one or more univerſities. | 
wn XLII. That no purchaſe of lands ſhall be made of the Indian 
of W mtives, but on behalf of the: public, by e of the general 
de aſſembly. 
he XLIII. That the future legiſlature of this ſtate ſhall regulate 
er- intails, in ſuch a manner, as to prevent per petuities. | 
wn XLIV. That the declaration of rights is hereby declared to be 
ed, part of the conſtitution of this fate, and ought never to be violated, - 
d. any pretence whatſoever. - | 
XLV. That any member of either houſe of 8 aſſembly 
one I mall have liberty to diſſent from, and proteſt againſt any act or 
nt. relolve, which he may think injurious to the public, or any i 
de Cividual, and have the reaſons. of his diſſent entered on the 
IF journals... 
the XLVI. That neither houſe of the general aſſembly mall pro- 
nel eeed upon public buſineſs, unleſs a majority of all the members 
der, of ſuch houſe are actually preſent: and that, upon a motion 
tive made and ſeconded, the yeas and nays, upon any queſtion, ſhall 
g-: ¶ be taken and entered on the journals: and that the journals of the 
proceedings of both houſes of the general aſſembly, ſhall be 


nt printed, and made public, immediately after theic adjourameny. - 
TE M 2 
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This conſtitution is not intended to preclude: the prefent con- 
greſs from making 2 temporary proviſion, for the well orderin 
of this ſtate, until the general aſſembly ſhall eſtabliſh govern- 
ment, agr eeable to the mode herein before deſcribed. 

RICHARD CASWELL, Pageant, 

December the eighteenth, one thouſand ſeven hundred and 

ſeventy-fix, read the third time, and ratified in open coa- 

Ereſs. By order, 

f | IAM BS GREEN, . ſecretary. 


Tux CONSTITUTION or TAE STATE or SOUTH 
CAROLINA. 


E, the delegates of the people of the ſtate of South 8. 
\ rolina in general convention met, do ordain and eſtablih 
this conſtitution for its government. 
AR T-1CE E- I. 

Sefton I. The legiſlative authority of this ſtate all be veſt. 
och in a general aſſembly, which ſhall conſiſt of a ſenate and houſe 
of repreſentauves. 

II. The houſe of pee mall de compoſed of weather,” 
zhoſen by ballot, every ſecond. year, by the citizens of this ſtate, 
qualified, as, in this conſtitution, is provided. 

III. The ſeveral election diſtricts, in this ſtate, ſhall ele the 


| folowing number, for repreſentatives, viz. , 


Charleſton, * St. Philip and St. Mi- 


chael,) | - Fifteen members 
ge church, 1 Three members 
t. John, Berkley, | OLE Three members 
5 Andrew, EL EET Cows | Three members 
St. George, Dorcheſter, | Three members 
St; Tames, Goole creek y | Three members 
St. Thomas and St. Denvie, Three members 
St. Paul, 8 | Three members 
St, Bartholomew, Three members 
St. James, Santee, | : Three members 
St. Jobn, Colleton, Three members 
. N | Three members 
St. Helena, 55 Three members 
St Luke, 5 . Phree members 
Prince William, . Three members 
St. Peter, | Three members: 


All Saints, (including its ancient boundaries) Dos wechbe 
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Winyaw (not 3 any part of All Saints) Three members 
Kingſton, (not including any part of All e, Two members 


Willamſburgh, Two members 
Liberty, | Too members 
Marlborough, | | | Two members 
Cheſterfield, _ | Two members 
; Darlington, | | | Two members 
York, | TLhree members 
. Cheſter, | | | Two members 
| Fairfield, 5 | Two members 
| Richland, _ Two members 
I Lancaſter, | Iwo membets | 
Kerſhaw, ET VF Iwo members 
: Claremont, {95} ! | Two members 
Clarendon, e . Two members 
Abbeville, KEN . Three members 
Edgefield, Three members 
: Newbury, (including the len dannen Broad and ä 
8 Saluda rivers,) _ | Three e 
8 Laurens, : . Phree members 
5 Union £76 | | Iwo members 
y Spartan, Io members 
Greenville, | Too members 
4 Pendleton, 5 Three members 
St. Matthew, . Two members 
Orange, | Two members 
. Winton, G e the diſtrict between Savan- : ] Is 
1 nah river and the north ferk of Ediſto,) Three members 
: daxe Gotha,, Three members 
rs 
rs IV. Every free white man , of the age of twenty-one years, be⸗ 
1 ing a citizen of this ſtate, and having refided therein two years, 


5 previous to the day of election, and who hath a frechold of fifty 
158 acres of land, or a town lot, of which he hath been legally ſeiſed 


» and poſſeſſed, at leaſt fix months before ſuch election, or, (not 
=, having ſuch freehold or town lot) hath been a refident in the. 
5 election diſtrict, in which he offers to give his vote, fix months 
1 before the ſaid election, and hath paid a tax, the preceding year, 
ert of three ſhillings ſterling, towards the ſupport of this government, 
rs call have a right to vote for a member or members, to ſerve in 
«rs Sther branch of the legiſlature, for the election diſtrict, in e | 
I he holds ſuch property, or is ſo reſident. 

VER V. The returning officer, or any other perſon preſent, e entit- 


der lad to vote, may require any perſon, whe ſhall offer his vote 


St. Stephen, 
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One member 


228. i 
at an election, to produce a certificate of his citizenſhip, and 2 C 
receipt ſrom the tax collector, of his having paid a tax, entitling A 
him to vote, or to (wear or affirm, that he is duly qualified to E 
vote, agreeably to this conſtitution. N 
VI. No perſon ſhall be eligible to a ſeat in the houſe of. res 
preſentatives, unleſs he is a free white man, of the age of twenty. L 
one years, and hath been a citizen and reſident in this ſtate, U 
three years previous to his election. If a reſident in the election 8 
diſtrict, he ſhall not be eligible to a ſeat in the houſe of repre. G 
ſentatives, unleſs he be legally ſeiſed and poſſeſſed, in his own P 
right, of a ſettled freehold eſtate, of five hundred acres of land, 80 
and ten negroes; or of a real eitate, of the value of one Dude v 
and fifty pounds ſterling, clear of debt. If a non- reſident, he 
ſhall be legally ſeized and poſſeſſed of a ſettled freehold eſtate - 8 
therein, of the value of five hundred pounds ſterling, clear of debt. 
VII. The ſenate ſhall be compoſed of members, to be cho'en le 
for four years, in the following vroportions, by the citizens of b 
this ſtate, qualified to elect members to the houſe of repre- el 
ſentatives, at the ſame time, in the ſame manner, and at- tlie lame 8 
places, here they ſhall vote for repreſentatives, viz. e 
H Charleſton, (including St. Ts and St, a Dos mien | 
l 91 _ Chriſt church, : One member h 
5 | St. John, Berkley, One member I 
b | St. Andrew, One member © 
; St George, One member 
8 St. James, Gooſe creek, One member ſ 
St. Thomas and St. e One member t 
St Paul, One member kt 
St. Bartholomew, One member a 
St. James, Santee, + Qui thomber 1 
St. John Colleton, One member | ) 


St. Helena, One member 
— Luke, One member 
Prince William, One member 
St. Peter, One member 
All Saints, | | One member 
Winyaw and Williamſburgh, | HY One-member 
Liberty and Kingſton, 7 One member 
Marlborough, Cheſterfield, and Darlington, Two members 
York, One member 
Fairfield, Richland, BE Cheſter, 2 One member 


Clar emont and Clarendon, 
Abbeville, 
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One member 
One member 


Edgefield, One member 


Newbury, (including the fork between Broad and / 


Saluda rivers,) One member 


Laurens, One member 
Union, ” | One member 
Spartan, One member 
Greenville, One member 
Pendleton, One member 


St. Matthew and Orange, 

Winton, (including the diftri between $ayannah | 

river and the north fork of e One member 

Saxe Gotha, One member 
VIII. No perſon ſhall be eligible to a ſeat in the ſenate, un- 

leſs he 1s a free white man, of the age of thirty yezrs, and hath. 

been a citizen and reſident in this ſtate, five years, previous to his 


One member 


election. If areſident in the election diſtri, he ſhall not be eli- 


gible unleſs he be legally ſeiſed and rolfeſied, in his own right, 


ef a ſettled freehold eſtate, of the value of three hundred pounds 


ſterling, clear of debt. If a non-reſident in the election diſtrict, 
he ſhall not be eligible, unleſs be be legally ſeized and poſſeſſed, 
in his own right, of a ſettled freehold eſtate in the ſaid diſtrict 
of the value of one thouſand pounds ſterling, clear of debt. & 
IX. Immediately after the ſenators ſhall be aſſembled, in con- 


ſequence of the firſt election, they ſhall be divided, by lot into two 


claſſes, The ſeats of the ſenators of the firit claſs ſhall be vaca- 


| ted, at the expiration of the ſecond year, and of the ſecond claſs 


at the expiration of the fourth year; ſo that one half thereof, as 
near as poſſible may be choſen, forever thereafter, every ſecond | 


| year, for the term of four years. 


X. Senators, and members of the Bebe of repreſentatives, 


- ſhall be choſen, on the ſecond Monday i in October next, and the 


day following, and on the ſame days, in every ſecond year there - 
after, in ſuch manner and at ſuch times, as are herein directed: 
—and ſhall meet, on the fourth Monday in November, annually 


at Columbia (which ſhall remain the ſeat of government, until 


otherwiſe determined, by the concurrerce of two-thirds of both 
branches of the whole repreſentation) unleſs the caſualues of war, 
or contagious diſorders, ſhould render it unſafe to meet there; in 
either of which caſes, the governor, or commander in chief, for 


the time being, may, by proclamation, appoint a more lecure and 


eonvenient place of aan 
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XI. Each houſe ſhall Has of the elections, returns, and qua. 


lications of its own members; and a majority of each houſe 


ſhall conſtitute a quorum, to do buſineſs : but a ſmaller number 


may adjourn from day to day, and may be authoriſed to compel 
the attendance of abſent members in ſuch manner, and under 
ſuch penalties, as may be provided by law. 

XII. Each houſe ſhall chooſe, by ballot, its own officers, de. 
termine its rules of proceeding, puniſh its members for diſorderly 
behaviour, and (with the concurrence of two-thirds) expel a 
member, but not a ſecond time, for the ſame cauſe. 

XIII. Each houſe may puniſh, by impriſonment, during fit. 
ting, any perſon. not a member, who ſhall be guilty of diſreſpect 
to the houſe, by any diſorderly or contemptuous behaviour in its 
preſence—or who, during the time of its fitting, ſhall threaten 


hirm to the body or eſtate of any member, for any thing ſaid or 


done in either houſe—or who ſhall aſſault any of them therefore 
—or who ſhall aſſault or arreſt any witneſs, or other perſon, or- 
dered to attend the houſe, in his going to. or returning the efrom 
or who ſhall reſcue any perſon, arreſted by order of the houſe. 
XIV. The members of both houſes ſhall be protected, in their 
perſons and eſtates, during their attendance on, going to, and re- 
turning from, the legiſlature, and ten days, previous to their ſit- 


ting, and ten days, after the adjournment of the legiſlature. But, 
theſe privileges ſhall not be extended, ſo as to protect any mem- 


ber, who ſhail be charged with treaſon, felony, or breach of the 
peace. 

XV. Bills, for raifing a revenue, ſhall originate | in the houſe 
of repreſentatives, but may be altered, amended, or rejected by 
the ſenate. 

All other bills may originate in either houſe, and may be amend. 
ed, altered, or rejected by the other. 


XVI. No bill or ordinance ſhall have the force of RM until 


it ſhall have been read three times, and on three ſeveral days, in 
each houſe, has had the great ſeal affixed to it, and has been 
figned in the ſenate houſe, by the prefident of the ſenate, and as 
ker of the houſe of repreſentatives. 


XVII. No money ſhall be drawn out of whe public treaſury, 


but by the legiſlative authority of the ſtate. 

XVIII. The members of the legiſlature, who ſhall aſſemble 
under this conſtitution, ſhall be entitled to receive out of the pub- 
lic treaſury, as a compenſation for their expenſes, a ſum, not ex- 
ceeding ieven ſhillings. terling a day, during their attendance on, 
going to, and returning from the legiſlature 3. but the ſame may 
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be encreaſed or diminiſhed by law, if circumſtances ſhall require: 
but no alterations ſhall be made by any legiſlature, to take ef- 


fect during the exiſtence of the legillature, which ſhall make ſuch 


alteration, 
XIX. Neither houſe ſhall, during their ſeſſion, without the 


conſent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to 


any other place, than that, in which the two houſes ſhall be 
Jn 


XX, No bill or une, which thall have been rejected by ei- 


ther houſe, ſhall be brought in again during the ſitting, with- 


aut leave of the houſe, and notice af lix days being Previouſiy | 


wen. 

: XXI. No perſon ſhall be eligible to a ſeat in the legiſlature, 
whilſt he holds any office of profit or truſt, under this ftate, the 
united ſtates, or either of them, or under any other power—ex- 
cept officers in the militia, army, or navy, of this ſtate, juſtices 
of the peace, or juftices of the county courts, while they receive 
no falaries ; nor ſhall any contracter of the army or navy of this 


fate, the united ſtates, or either of them, or the agents of ſuch 


contractor, be eligible to a ſeat in either houſe. And if any mem- 


ber ſhall accept or exerciſe apy of the ſaid diſqualifying offices, 


he hall vacate his ſeat. 

XXII, If any election diſtrict, ſhall negle& to chooſe a mem- 
ber or members, on the days of election, or if any perſon choſen 
a member of either houſe, ſhould refuſe to quality and take his 
feat, or ſhould die, depart the ſtate, or accept of any diſqualify- 
ing office, a writ of election ſhall be iſſued by the preſident of the 
ſenate, or ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, (as the caſe 
may be) for the purpoſe of filling up the vacancy, thereby oc- 
cahoned, for the remainder of the term, for which the perſon, io 
refuling to qualify, dying, departing the ſtate, or accepting a diſ- 
qualifying office, was elected to ſerve. 

XXIII. And whereas the miniſters of the goſpel are, by their 
profeſſion dedicated to the ſervice of God, and the cure of fouls, 
and ought not to be diverted from the great duties of their func= 
tion, therefore no miniſter of the goſpel, or public preacher, of 
any religious perſuaſion, whilſt he continues in the excrciſe of Jus 
paſtoral functions, ſhali be eligi ble to the office of governor, lieu- 
' tenant governor, or to a ſeat in the ſenate, or houſe of repreſenta- 
lives, 


I, The executive authority of this ſtate ſhall be inveſted inya 
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governor, to be Saks; in manner following : as ſoon as may be, | 
after the firſt meeting of the ſenate and bouſe of repreſentatives, vil 
and at every firſt meeting of the houſe of repreſentatives there. 8 
after, when a majority of both houſes ſhall be preſent, the ſenate pe 
and houſe of repreſentatives, ſhall, jointly, in the houſe of repre. th 
ſentatives chooſe, by ballot, a governor, to continue for two years, 
and until a new election ſhall be made. bj 
IT. No perſon ſhall be eligible to the office of governor, unleſi ſu! 
he hath attained the age of thirty years, ane hath reſided within 
this ſtate, and been a citizen thereof, ten years, and unleſs he be ſeiſ. MW ra 
ed and poſſeſſed of a ſettled eftate within the ſame, in his own right, W mi 
af the value of fifteen hundred pounds ſterling, clear of debt. ce 
No perſon having ſerved two years as governor, ſhali be re. eli. | 
gible to that office, till after the expiration of four years. ra 
No perſon ſhall hold the office of governor, and any other of. W wi 
bce, or commiſſion, civil or military (except in the militia) either MW tir 
in this ſtate, or under any ſtate, or the united ſtates, or any othe: thi 
wer, at one and the ſame tune. 
HI. A lieutenant governor ſhall be choſen, at the ſame time, 
in the ſame manner, continue in offiee for the ſame period, and be Ml fer 
poſſeſſed of the fame qualifications, as the governor. to 
IV. A member of the ſenate or. houſe of reprefentatives, being 
choſen, and acting, as governor or lieutenant-governor, ſhall va. be 
cate his ſeat, and another perſon ſhall be elected in his ſtead. tin 
V. In caſe of the impeachment of the governor, or his remo- the 
val from office, death, refignation, or abſence from the fate, the MW hu 
Jieutenant-governor ſhall ſucceed to his office. And in cafe of th: an 
impeachment of the lieutenant-governor, or his removal from of- ſta 
fice, death, reſignation, or abſence from the ſtate, the prefident of i 
the ſenate ſhall ſucceed to kis office, till a nomination, to thoſe of MW C. 
fices reſpectively, ſhall be made by the ſenate, and houſe of fe-. an 
preſentatives, for the remainder of the time, for which the officer, ¶ cl 
ſo impeached, removed from office, dying, reſigning, or being ab- 
ſent, was elected. 
VI. The governor ſhall be commander in chief of the army 
and navy of this ſtate, and of the militia, except when they {bal 
be called into the actual ſervice of the united flates. q 
VII. He ſhall have power to grant reprieves and pardons, . 
ter conviction (except in caſes of impeachment) in ſuch manner 
on ſuch terms, and under ſuch reſtriftions, as he ſhall think pro: 
per; and he ſhall have power to remit fines and forfeitures uni 
otherwiſe directed by law. 7 
VIII. He ſhail take care, that the laws be faithſully execute 


"10 mercy. 
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IX. He tall have power to prohibit the exportation of pro- 
viſion, for any time, not exceeding thirty days. 
X. He ſhall, at ſtated times, receive, for his ſervices, a com- 


the period, for which he ſhall been elected. 

Xl. All officers in the executive department, when roquirad 
by the governor, ſhall give him information in writing, upon any 
ſubje&, relating to the duties of their reſpective offices. 

XII. The governor ſhall, from time to time, give to the gene- 
ral aſſembly inſormation of the condition of the ftate, and recom- 
mended to their conſideration ſuch n as he n judge me- 
ceſſary or expedient. 

li. XIII. He may, on extraordinary aorabans convene the gene- 
| ral aſſembly, and in caſe of diſagreement between the two houſes, 
of. W with reſpe& to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to ſuch 
her MW time, as he ſhall think proper, not beyond the fourth Monday, in 

her MW the month of November, then enſuing. 

| AK I ICI HE ME 


me, I. The judicial power fhall be veſted in ſuch ſuperior and in- 


| be WM ferior courts of law and equity, as the niit ſhall, from time 
to time, direct and eſtabliſh. : 
ing The judges of each ſhall hold their centos during good 


va. behaviour; and judges of the ſuperior courts ſhall, at ſtated 


times, receive a compenſation for their ſervices, which "hall nei - 
no- ther be increaſed or diminiſhed during their continuance in office 
the but they ſhall receive no fees, or perquiſites of office, nor hold 
the any other office of profit or truſt, under this ſlate, the united 
of: ſtates, or any other power. 


it of II. The Kyle of all proceſſes mall be, © the ſtate of South- 


of. Cardlina. All proſecutions ſhall be carried on in the name, 


r-W and by the authority of the ſtate of South Carolina, and con- 


cer, i elude—“ againſt the peace and dignity of the ſame.” 
ab- 5 ARTFCEE RR 85 
All perſons, who ſhall be choſen or appointed to any office of 
muß profit or truſt, before entering on the execution thereof, ſhall take 
dual the following oath, “ I do ſwear, ler affirm, J that I am duly 
qualified, according to the conſtitution of this .tlate, to exercile 
the office, to which I have been appointed, and will, to the beſt 
of my abilities, diſcharge the duties thereof, and preierve, protect, 
and defend the conſtitution of this ſtate, and of the united 
ſtates.“ 


AR E: 4 CLE V. 
I. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall have the ſole power of 
| N = 


penſation, which ſhall neither be increaſed or dining n | 
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impeaching ; but no impeachment ſhall be made, unleſs with the 
concurrence of two-thirds of the houſe of repreſentatives. 7 
II. All impeachments fhall be tried by the ſenate. When ſit. 
ting for that purpoſe, the ſenators ſhall be on oath, or affirms. 
tion; and no perſon ſhall be convicted without _ concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members preſent. 

III. The governor, lieutenant-governor, and all the civil of. 
ficers, ſhall be liable to impeachment, for any miſdemeanor in 
office; but judgment in ſuch caſes, ſhall not extend further, than 
to the removal from office, and diſqualification to hold any of. 
fice of honour, truſt, or profit, under this ſtate.—The party 
convicted ſhall nevertheleſs be liable to indictment, trial, Judg- 
ment, and puniſhment, according to law, 


ALIA CTLE YE 
I. The judges of the ſuperior courts, commiſſioners of the : 
treaſury, ſecretary of the flate, and ſurveyor-general, ſhall be ö 
elected, by the joint ballot of both houſes, in the houſe of re- 


e DD << 2m 


x preſentatives. The commiſſioners of the treaſury, ſecretary of 


this ſtate, and ſurveyor-general, ſhall hold their offices for four 

years: but ſhall not be eligible again for four years, after the ex- 

piration of the time, for which they ſhall have been elected. 1 
IT. All other officers ſhall be appointed, as they hitherto have 

been, until otherwiſe directed by law; but ſheriffs ſhall hold their 


offices for four years, and not be again eligible, for tour years, b 
after the term, for which they ſhall have been elected. a 
III. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name, and by the autho- A 
rity of the ſtate of South Carolina, and be ſealed with the ſeal of 
the ſtate, and be hgned by the governor. t 
ARTICLE: Vit l 
All laws, of force in this ſtate, at the paſſing of this conſt ity- 3 
tion, ſhall ſo continue, until altered or repealed by the legiſlature, 4 
except where they are temporary, in which caſe they ſhall expire, 


at the times reſpectively limited for their duration, if not conti- 
nued by act of the legiſlature. 


AR TELE V. | | j 
I. The free exerciſe and evjoyment of religious profeſſion and 
worſhip, without diſcrimination or preference, ſhall, for ever 
hereafter, be allowed, within this ſtate, to all mankind ; provided 
that the liberty of conſcience, thereby declared ſhall not be ſo 
_ conſtrued as to excuſe acts of licentiouſneſe, or juſtify ms 
inconſiſtent with the peace or ſafety of this ſtate. 
II. The rights, e immunities and eſtates of both ci- 


. 
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vil and religious ſocieties, and of corporate en ſnall remain 


5 if the conſtitution of this ſtate had not been altered or amended, 


„„ IS 

I. All power is originally veſted in the people ; and all free go- 
vernments are founded on their authority, and are inſtituted for 
their peace, ſafety, and happineſs. | 

II. No freeman of this (tate, ſhall be ken.” or mpeifoned or 
diſſciſed of his freehold, liberties, or privileges, or outlawed, or: 
exiled, or in any manner deſtroyed, or deprived of his life, liber = 
ty, or property, but by the judgment of his peers, or by the law 
of the land; nor ſhall any bill of attainder, ex poſt facto law, or 
law impairing the obligation of ae ee ever be W by the 
legiſlature of this ſtate. 

III. The military ſhall be ſubordinate to the civil power. 

IV. Exceſſive bail ſhall not be required, nor exceſſive fines 
impoſed, nor cruel puniſhments inflifted. 


V. The legiſliture ſhall not grant any title of nobility, or he- ©. i 
reditary diſtinction, nor create any office, the appointment te. 
which ſhall be for any longer time, than during good behaviour 


VI. The trial by jury, as heretofore uſed in this tate, and the 
liberty of the preſs, ſhall be forever inviolably preſerved. 
AR TTC E X. 
I. The buſineſs of the treaſury fhall be, in future ede 


by two treaſurers, one of whom ſhall hold his office, and reſide, 


at Columbia; the other ſhall hold his office, and reſide in Charleſ- 


ö ton. 


II. The ſecretary of ſtate, and ſurveyor-general, ſhall hold 
their offices both in Columbia and in Charleſton. They ſhall 
reſide at one place, and their deputies at the other. ” 

III. At the concluſion of the circuits, the judges ſhall meet 
and fit at Columbia, for the purpoſe of hearing and determining 
all motions, which may be made for new trials, and in arreſt of 
judgments, and ſuch points of law, as may be ſubmitted to them. 
From Columbia, they ſhall proceed to Charleſton, and there hear 
and determine all ſuch motions for new trials, and in arreſt of 
judgment, and ſuch points of law, as may be ſubmitted to them. 

IV. The governor ſhall always reſide, during the fitting of the 
legiſtature, at the place, where their ſeſſion may be held; and, at 
all other times, wherever, in his e the POO good may 
require. 

V. The legiſlature ſhall, as ſoon as may be convenient, paſs 
laws, for the abolition of the rights of promigeniture, and for 
giving an equitable diſtribution of the rel eſtate of inteſtates. 
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AR TI KE XI. 


= convention of the peaple ſhall be called, unleſs by the con. 
currence of two-thirds of both branches of the whole reprelenta. 
ton. 

No part of this conſtitution ſhall be altered, 58 a bill, tol- 
ter the fame, all have been read three times in the houſe of re. 


preſentatives, and three times in the ſenate, and agreed to by two- 


thirds of both branches of the whole repreſentation ; neither ſhall 
any alkeration take place, until the bill, fo agreed to, be publiſh. 
ed three months, previous to a new election for members to the 
houſe of repreſentatives; and if the alteration, propoſed by the 
legiſlature, ſhall be agreed to, in their firſt ſeflion, by two-thirds 
ef the whole repreſentation in both branches of the legiſlature, 
after the ſame ſhall. have been read three times, or three lever: 
days, i in each houſe, then, and not other wiſe, the ſame ſhall be- 
come a part of the conſtitution. 5 | | 
Done in convention, at Columbia, in the ſtate of South Caro. 
ina, the third day of June, in the year of our Lord, 1790, 
and in the fourteenth year of the e, dee of the united 
Rates of America, 


By the unanimous order of the convention, 
CHARLES PINCENEY, prefident, 


— DO DD—— 
Tue CONSTITUTION or Tux STATE or GEORGIA 
E, the underwritten delegates from the people, in con- 


vention met, do declare, that the following articles ſhall. 


form the conftituton for the government of this ſtate, and, by 
virtue of the powers in us veſted for that 1 do hereby ra- 
tily and confirm the ſams. 


N 1 
I. The legiſlative power ſhall be vefted in two ſeparate and 


EiftinEt branches, to wit: a ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, 


to be ſtyled- “ The general aſſembly,” 
. The ſenate Mall be elected on the firſt 8 in October 


in every third year, until ſuch day of election be altered by law; 


and ſhall be compoſed of one member from each county, cho- 


ſen by the electors thereol, and ſhall continue for the term of 
three years. 


II. No perſon ſhall be a member of the ſenate, who ſhall 


not have attained 10 the age of twenty-eight years, and who 
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ſxill not have been nine years an inhabitant of the united ſtates, 
and three years a citizen of this ſtate: and ſhall be an inhabi- 


tant of that county for which he ſhall be elected, and have re- 


of land, or ſome property to the amount of two hundred and 


: fifty pounds. 


IV. The ſenate ſhall ele&, by ballot, a preſident out of heir 
own body. | 


v. The ſenate mall Have ſolely the power to-try all W 


ments. 
VI. The election of members for the houſe of repreſentatives 


ſhall be annual, on the firſt Monday in October, until ſuch day 


of election be altered by law, and ſhall be compoſed of members 


two; Green, two; and Franklin two. 


ſided therein fix months immediately preceding his election, and 
ſhall be poſſeſſed in his own right of two hundred and fifty acres 


"oF ” 


* : 


from each county, in the following proportions : Camden, two ; 
Glynn, two; Liberty, four; Chatham, five; Effingham, two'5'-; 
Burke, four; Richmond, four; Wilkes, five; Waſhington, 


VII. No perſon ſhall be a member of the houſe of repreſenta- 


three months immediately preceding his election; and ſhall be 


other property to the amount of one hundred and fifty pounds. 


VIII. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall e their ſpeaxer 


and other officers. 


tires, who ſhall not have attained to the age of twenty-one years, 
and have been ſeven years a citizen of tlie | wplegd ſtates, and two 

years an inhabitant of this ſtate; and ſhall be an inhabitant of 

that county for which he ſhall be elected, and have reſided therein 


poſſeſſed, in his own right, of two hundred acres of land, or | 


IX. They ſhall have ſolely ihe power to e all perſons. - 


who have been or may be in office. 


Xx. No perſon, holding a military commiſſion, or office of profit, 
under this or the united ſtates, or either of them, (except juſtices - 


of the peace and officers of the militia) thall be allowed to take 


his ſeat as a member of either branch of the general aſſembly: nor 


thall any ſenator or repreſentative be elected to any office of pro - 


fit which ſhall be created during his appointment. 


XI. The meeting of the general aſſembly ſhall be annual, on 
the firſt Monday in e until ſuch day of meeting be al- 
tered by law. | 

XII. One- third of the wen of each branch ſhall have pow- 


* 


er to proceed to buſineſs: but a ſmaller number may adjourn 


from day to day, and compel the attendance of their members in 


ſuch manner as each houſe may e . 
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XIII. Each houſe mall be "Rae of the elections, returns, and 


qualifications, of its own members; with powers to expel or pu. 
niſnh for diſorderly behaviour. 


XIV. No ſenator or repreſentative ſhall be liable to be arreſted - 


during his attendance on the general aſſembly, or for a reaſona. 
ble time in going thereto or returning home, except it be for trea. 
fon, felony, or breach of the peace: nor ſhall any member be 


liable to anſwer for any thing ſpoken in debate in either houſe, 
in any court or place elſewhere. 


XV. The members of the ſenate and houſe of renraſantatives 
ſhall take the following oath or affirmation : ** I, A. B. do 


ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm, as the caſe may be) that I have not 


obtained my election by bribery or other unlawful means; and, 
chat I will give my vote, on all queſtions that may come 8 
me, as a ſenator, or repreſentative, in ſuch manner, as, in my 
judgment, will beſt promote the good of this ſtate; and that I 
ſhall bear true faith and allegiance to the fame, and, to the ut- 
moſt of my power, obſerve, ſupport, and defend, the con{litution 
thereof.” 

XVI. The general aſſembly ſhall have power to make all 


| laws and ordinances which they ſhall deem neceſſary and proper 
for the good of the ſtate, winch! ſhall not be repugnant to this 


conſtitution. 

XVII. They ſhall have power to ter the boundaries of the 
preſent counties, and to lay off new ones, as well out of the 
counties already laid off, as out of the other territory belonging 
to the ſtate. When a new county or counties ſhall be laid off, out of 
any of the preſent county or counties, ſuch new county or coun» 
ties ſhall have their repreſentation apportioned out of the number 
of the repreſentatives of the county or counties out of which, it 
or they ſhall be laid out: and when any new county ſhall be 
hid off in the vacant territory belonging to the ſtate, ſuch coun- 
ty ſhall have a number of repreſentatives, not exceeding three, 


to be regulated and determined by the genera] aſſembly. And 


no money ſhall be drawn out of the treaſury, or from the 
public funds of this ſtate, except by appropriations made by law. 
XVIII. Noclergyman of any denomination ſhall be a member 


of the general aſſembly. 


ARTICLE 42 


I. The executive power ſhall be veſted in a governor, who ſhall 
bold. his. ofi:e during the term of two years, and ſhall be elected 
in the following manner: 
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HI. The . of repreſentatives mall, on the ſecond day of 
their making a houſe, in the firſt, and, in every ſecond year 
| thereafter, vote by ballot for three perſons; and ſhall make a 
lit, containing the names of the perſons voted for, and of the 
number of votes for each perſon, which liſt the ſpeaker ſhall fign 
in the preſence of the houſe; and deliver it in perſon to the 
ſenate : and the ſenate ſhall, on the ſame day, proceed by ballot, 
| to ele& one of the three perſons having the higheſt number of 
votes : and the perſon having a majority of the votes of the ſena- 

8 tors preſent ſhall be the governor. 
) III. No perſon ſhall be eligible to the office of governor, who 
t ſhall not have been a citizen of the united ſtates twelve years, 
and an inhabitant of this ſtate fix years, and who hath not at- 


' tained to the age of thirty years, and who does not poſſeſs five 
7 hundred acres of land, in his own right, within this ſtate, and 
[ other ſpecies of property to the amount of one thouſand pounds 
a ſterling. 


IV: In caſe of death, reſignation, or diſability of the governor, 
the preſident of the ſenate, ſhall exerciſe the executive powers of 
government, until ſuch difability be RO or until the next 
meeting of the general aſſembly. 

V. The governor ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for his N 
a compenſation which ſhall neither be increaſed nor diminiſhed 
during the period for which he ſhall be elected; neither ſhall 
he receive, within that period, any other emolument from the 
united ſtates, or any of them, or from any foreign power. Be- 
fore he enters on the execution of his office, he ſhall take the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation: I do ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm, 
as the caſe may be) that I will faithfully execute the office of 
governor of the ſtate of Georgia, and will, to the beſt of my 
abilities, preſerve, prote&, and defend the ſaid ſtate, and cauſe 
juſtice to be executed with mercy therein, according to the con- 
ſtitution and laws of the ſame. 

VI. He ſhall be commander in chief, in and over the ate of 

Georgia and of the militia thereof. | 

| VII. He ſhall have powers to grant reprieves for offences 

\ againk the ſtate, except in caſes of impeachment, and to grant 

pardons, in all caſes after conviction, except for treaſon or mur- 

der, in which caſes he may reſpite the execution, and make a re- 

port thereof to the next general aſſembly, by whom a pardon _ 

be granted. 

4 VIII. He ſhall iſſue writs of election to fill up all vacancies 
that happen in the ſenate or houſe of repreſentatives, and ſhall have 


— 
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power to convene the general aſſembly on extraordinary occaſi. fe 

1 - ans, and tha}l give them, from time to time, information of the fü 

$ tate of the republic, and recommend to their conſideration ſuch Ml - t: 

\ - meaſures as he may deem neceſſary and expedient... m 
| IX. In caſe of diſagreement betwen the ſenate and houſe of 

repreſentatives, with reſpect to the time to which the general al- ſe 

Sembly mall adjourn, he may adjourn them to wen time as he p 

may think proper. v 

X. He ſhall have the revifven:of ll ble pak by boch houſes, 1 

before the ſame ſhall become laws: but two-thirds of both houſes 0 

may paſs a law, notwithſtanding his diſſent, and, if any bill ſhoul4 v 

not be returned by the governor, within five days after it hath 7 

been preſented to him, the ſame ſhall be a law, unleſs the general 0 

afſembly, by their adjournment, .ſhall prevent its return. 11 

XI. The great ſeal of the ſtate ſhall be depoſited in the office of II t 


me ſecretary, and it ſhall not be affixed to any inſtrument of writ- 

\ ing without it be by order of the governor, or general afſembly; IM .v 
and the e Oy may direct the great ſeal to be altered, 
= AS ILCLS Ih 

I. A ſuperior court ſhall he held in each county twice in every b 
year, in which ſhall be tried, and brought to final deciſion, all i 
cauſes, civil and criminal, except ſuch as may be ſubject to a 

Federal court, and ſuch as + BY law, be referred to inferior ju. 
riſdiction. 

II. Tue general aſſembly ſhall point out the modes of correct. 
ing errors and appeals, which fhall extend ſo far as to empower 
the judges to direct a new trial by jury within-the county where 
the action originated, and which ſhall be final. 

III. Courts merchant ſhall be held as heretofore, ſubject to 
ſuch regulations as the general aſſembly may by law direct. 

IV. All cauſes ſhall be tried in the county where the defendant 
reſides, except in caſes of real eſtate, which ſhall be tried in the 
county where ſuch eſtate lies, and in crimina] caſes, which ſhall 
be tried in the county where the crime ſhall be committed. 
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BY VV. The judges of the ſupreme ceurt and attorney-general ſhall 
= - have a competent ſalary eſtabliſhed by law, 'which ſhall not be in- 

| , creaſed nor diminiſhed during their centinuance- in office, and 
mall hold their commiſſion during the term of three years. 


ARTE CLE IY, 
I. The electors of the members of both branches of the gene- 
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ral aſſembly ſhall be citizens and inhabitants of this Rate, and 
Mall have attained to the age of twenty-one years, and have paid 


tax for the year preceding the ee, and ſhall have reſided ſix 


months within the county. 


II. All elections ſhall be by ballot, and the houſe of repre- 
ſentati ves, in all appointments. of ſtate officers, ſhall vote for three 
perſons; and a liſt of the three perſons having the higheſt number of 
votes, ſhall be ſigned by the ſpeaker, and ſent to the ſenate, which 
ſhall from ſuch 1ift determine, by a majority of their votes, the 
officer elected, except militia officers and the ſecretaries of the go- 
vernor, who ſhall be appointed by the governor alone, under ſuch _ 
regulations and reſtrictions as the general aſſembly may preſcribe. 
The general aſſembly may veſt the appointment of inferior officers 


in the governor, the courts 3 juſtice, or in ſuen other manner as 
they may by law eſtabliſh.” 


III. Freedom of the preſs, and trial by jury ſhall remain in- 


violate. 


Iv. All perſons ſhall be entitled to > the benefit of che writ 


| Habeas Corpus. 


V. All perſons ſhall hve the free rede of religion, without 


being obliged to contribute to the ſupport of any religious profeſs 
fion but their own, 


VI. Eſtates ſhall not be entailed ; and when a perſon dies in- 
teſtate, leaving a wife and children, the wife mall have a child's 
ſhare, or her dower, at her option; if there be no wife, the eſ- 
tate ſhall be equally divided among the children and their legal 
repreſentatives of the firſt degree. The diſtribution of all other 
inteſtate eſtates may be E uot by law. 

VII. At the general election for members of aſſembly, in the 
year one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-four, the electors in 
each county ſhall ele& three perſons to repreſent them in a con- 
vention, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the altera- 
tions neceſſary to be made in this conſtitution, who ſhall meet at 
ſuch time and place as the general aſſembly may appoint : and if 
two-thirds of the whole number ſhall meet and concur, they ſhall 
procecd to agree on ſuch alterations and amendments, as they may 
think proper. Provided, that after two-thirds ſhall have concur- 
red to proceed to alterations and amendments, a-majority ſhall de- 
termine on the particulars of ſuch alterations and amendments. 

VIII. This conftitution ſhall take effect, and be in full force, 
en the firſt Monday in October next, after the adoption of the 
ſame ; and the executive ſhall be authoriſed to alter the time for 


the fitting of the ſuperior courts, ſo that the ſame may not in- 
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terfere with the nd lies; in the reſpeRive counties, or the 
mecting of the firſt general aſſembly. 


Done at Auguſta, in convention, the fixth day of May, in the 


year of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty. 

vine, and in the year of the i Wer and independence 
of the united ſtates, the thirteenth. 

Wu. GIBBONS, preſident and gate from Charkaw. 


Aſa Emanuel, Juſtus H. Scheuber, Cuatham. 
Benjamin Lamer, John Green, N. Brownſon, Effingham. 
David Emanuel, Hugh Lawſon, William Little, Burke. 
Abr. Marſhal, W. F. Booker, Leanard Marbury, Richmond. 
John Talbot, Jeremiah Walker, | Wilkes, 
Lauchian MeIntoſh, ET. „ Laberty, 
Alexander Biſlet, Glynn, 

Jared Irwin, Jehn Watts, Joſhua Williams - Waſhington, 
Middleton Woods, | | Franklin, 
Joſeph Carmichael, Henry Karr, Greene, 

ant... > D. LONGSTREE T, ſec'ry. 
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THE CONSTITUTION or VERMONT. 


HEREAS all government ought to be inſtituted and ſupe 

ported for the ſecurity and protection of the community 

as ſuch, and to enable the individuals, who compoſe it, to enjoy 

their natural rights, and the other bleſſings which the Author of 

exiſtence has beſtowed upon man: and whenever thoſe great ends 

of government are not obtained the people have a right, by com- 

mon conſent, to change it, and take ſuch meaſures as to them may 
appear neceſſary, to promote their ſafety and happineſs. 

And whereas the inhabitants of this ſtate have (in conſidera- 
tion of protection only) heretofore acknowledged allegiance to 
the king of Great Britain: and the ſaid king has not on- 
ly withdrawn that protection, but commenced and ſtiil continues 
to carry on, with unabated vengeance, a moſt cruel and unjuſt 
war againſt them employing therein not only the troops of 
Great Britain, but foreign mercenaries, ſavages, and ſlaves, for 
the avowed purpoſe of reducing them to a total and abje& ſub- 
miſſion to the deſpotic domination of the Britiſh parliament, with 
many more acts of tyranny, (more fully ſet forth in the declara- 
of congreſs) whereby all allegiance and fealty to the ſaid king 
and his ſucceſſors, are diſſolved and at an end; and all power 

and authority derived from him ceaſed in the American colonies. 
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And * eas the territory, which now cemprehends the ſtate 


of Vermont, did antecedently of right belong to the government 
of New Hampſhire, and the former governor thereof, viz. his ex- 


cellency Benning Wentworth, eſq. granted many charters of 


lands and corporations within this ſtate to the preſent inhabitants 
and others. And whereas the late lieutenant-governor Colden, of 
New York, with others, did, in violation of. the tenth command, 
covet thoſe very lands: and by a falſe repreſentation, made to 


the court of Great Britain, (in the year 1764, that for the con- 


venience of trade and adminiſtration of juſtice, the -inhabitanes 
were defirous of being annexed to that government) obtained ju- 
riſdiction of thoſe very identical lands, ex parte, which ever was 
and is diſagreeable to the inhabitants. Aud whereas the legiſſa- 
ture of New York ever have, and ſtill continue to diſown the 
good people of this ſtate, in their landed property, which will 


appear in the complaints hereafter inſerted, and in the 36th ſec- 


tion of their preſent conſtitution, in which is eſtabliſhed the grants 


of land made by. that government. 


They have refuſed to make re-grants of our lands to the origi- 


nal proprietors and occupants, unleſs at the exorbitant rate of 
2,300 dollars fees for each rownfhip ; and did enhance the quit- 
rent three-fold, and demanded an immediate delivery of the title 


derived from New Hampilire. 


The judges of their ſupreme court have made Win declara- 


tion, that the charters, conveyances, &c. of the lands included in 


the before deſcribed premiſes, were utterly null and void, on 
which ſaid tiffe was founded. In conſequence of which declara- 
tion, writs of poſſeſſion have been by them iflued, and the ſheriff 
of the county of Albany ſent at the head of fix or ſeven hundred 


men, to enforce the execution thereof. 


They have paſſ:d an act, annexing a penalty thereto, of thirty 
pounds fine, and hx months impriſonmeat, on any perſon whe 
mould refuſe aſſiſting the ſherif, after being requeſted, for the 
purpoſe of executing writs of poſſeſſion, _ 


The governors Dunmore, Tryon, and Colden, have mak re- 


grants of ſeveral tracts of land included in the premiſes, to certain 
favourite land jobbers in the government of New Vork, in direct 


year 1767. 
They have iſſued ee wherein they have offered 
large ſums of money for the purpole of apprehending thoſe very 


perſons, who have dared boldly and publicly to —_— in defence 


of their juſt rights. 


3 


violation of his Britannic majeſty s expreſs prohibition, in the 
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They. did paſs ods ae of outlawry on the ninth day of 


March, A. D. 1774, empowering the reſpective judges of their 
ſupreme court to award execution of death againſt thoſe inhabi- 
rants in ſaid diftrift, that they ſhould judge to be Fenda, 
without trial. 

They have and fill continue an unjuſt FRY to thoſe lands, 
which, greatly retards emigration into any ſettlement of this 
ſtate. 

They have hired foreign troops, emigrants from portland, at 
two different times, and armed them to drive us out of poſſeſſion. 

They have ſent the ſavages on our frontiers to diſtreſs us. 


They have proceeded to erect the counties of Cumberland and | 


Gloceſter, and eſtabliſh courts of juſiice there, after they were 
diſcountenanced by the authority of Great Britain. 

The free convention of the ſtate of New York, at 1 in 
the year 1776, unanimouſly voted, that all quit rents, formerly 
due to the king of Great Britain, are now due, and owing to this 


conyention, or ſuch future government as ſhall be hereafter eſta. 
bliſhed in this ſtate. 


In the ſeveral ſtages of the aforeſaid opprefſions, we have pe · 


titioned his Britannic majeſty in the moſt humble manner for re- 
dreſs, and have at very great expence, received ſeveral reports in 
our favour : and in other inſtances, wherein we have petitioned 


the late legiſlative authority of New York, thoſe petitions have 


been treated with negleft. And whereas, the local ſituation of 
this ſtate from New York, which, at the extreme part, is upward 
of four hundred and fifty miles from the ſeat of that govern- 
ment, renders it extreme difficult to continue under the juriſ- 
diction of ſaid ſtate. 

Therefore it is abſolutely neceſſary, for the welfare and ſafety 
of the inhabitants of this ſtate, that it ſhould be henceforth a free 


and independent ftate, and that a juſt, permanent, and proper 
form of government ſhould exift in it, derived from and founded 


on the authority of the people only, agrecable to the direction of 
the honourable American congreſs. 
We . the repreſentatives of the freemen of Vermont, in ge- 


neral convention met, for the expreſs purpole of forming ſuch a 
government —confeſſing the goodneſs of the great governor of 


the univerſe (who alone knows to what degree of earthly. happi- 


neſs mankind may attain by perfecting the arts of government) 


in permitting the people of this ſtate, by common conſent, and 
without violence, deliberately to form for themſelves ſuch jult 


rules as they fhall think ith for ITO thei future lociety 


ind being fully convinced, that it is our indiſpenhble duty to 
eſtabliſh ſuch original principles of government as will beſt pro. 
mote the general happineſs of the people of this ſtate, and their 


poſterity, and provide for future improvements, without partia- 
lity for, or prejudice againſt, any particular claſs, ſect, or deno-+, 


mination of men whatever—do, by virtue of authority veſted in 
us by our conſtituents, ordain, declare, and eſtabliſh, the follow-. 


ing declaration of rights, and frarze of government, to be the. 


conſtitution of this commonwealth, and to remain in force 


therein forever unaltered, except in ſuch articles as ſhall 
hereafter on experience be found to require improvement, and. 


which ſhall, by the ſame authority of the people, fairly delegated, 
as this frame of government directs, be amended or improved, for 


the more effectual obtaining and ſecuring the great end and deſign 
of all government, herein before mentioned. 


RA. TC 


1 declaration of the rights of the inhabitants of the flate of Fer» 
| mont. a . 


I, HAT all men are born equally free and independent, and 

have certain natural, inkerent, and unalienable rights; 
amongſt which are, the enjoying and defending life and liberty— 
acquiring, poſſeſſing, and protecting property—and purſuing and 
obtaining happineſs and ſafety. Therefore, no male perſon, born 
in this country, or brought from over ſea, ought to bs hblden 
by law to ſerve any perſon, as a ſervant, flave, or apprentice, af- 
ter he arrives ts the 2ge of twenty-one years; nor female, in like 


manner, after ſhe arrives to the age of eightcen years; unleſs they 


are bound by their own conſent after they arrive to ſuch age ; or 


bound by law for the payment of debts, damages, fines, colts, or 


the like. 

IT. That private property ought to be ſabſervient to public 
ules, when neceſſity requires it; nevertheleſs, whenever any par- 
ticular man's property is taken for the uſe of the public, the on- 


er ought to receive an equivalent in money. 5 


III. That all men have a natural and unalienable right, to 
worſhip Almighty God, according to the dictates of their own 
conſciences and underſtandings, as in their opinion ſhall be regu» 
lated by the word of God; and that no man ought, or of right 
can be compelled to attend any religious worſhip, or ere&- or 
ſupport any place of worſhip, or maintain any miniſter, contrary 
to the dictates ef his conſcience ; nor can any man be juſtly de- 
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prived or abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of 
his religious ſentiments; or peculiar mode of religious worſhip ; 
and that no authority can, or ought to be veſted in, or aſſumed 
by, any power whatſoever, that ſhall in any caſe interfere with, 
or in any manner controul, the rights of conſcience, in the free ex. 
erciſe of religious worſhip: nevertheleſs, every ſect or denomina. 
tion of chriſtians ought to obſerve the Sabbath or Lord's day, 
and keep up ſome fort of religious worſhip, which to them ſhall 
ſeem moſt agreeable to the revealed will of God. 

IV. Every perſon within this commonwealth ought to find a 
certain remedy, by having recourſe to the Jaws, for all injuries 
or wrongs which he may receive in his perſon, property, or 
character: he ought to obtain right and juftice freely, and with- 
out Feing obliged to purchaſe it—completely, and without any 
denial—p:omptly, and without delay; conformably to the laws. 
V. That the people of this ſtate, by their legal repreſentatives, 
have the ſole, excluſive, and inherent right, of governing and re- 
lating the internal police of the ſame. 

VT. That all power being originally inherent in, and conſe- 
quently derived from, the people—therefore all officers of go- 
vernment, whether legiflative or executive, are their truſtees and 
ſervants, and at all times, in a legal way, accountable to them. 
VII. That government is, or ought to be, inſtituted for the 
common benefit, protection, and ſecurity, of the people, nation, 
or community, and not for the particular emolument or advan- 
tage of any fingle man, family, or ſet of men, who are a part on- 
Jy of that community: and that the community hath an indubit- 
able, unalienable, and indefeaſible right, to reform or alter go- 
vernment, in ſuch manner as ſhall be, by that ary; judg- 
ed moſt conducive to the public wel. 

VIII. That thoſe, who are employed in the leinatve and exe · 
cutive buſineſs of the ſtate, may be reſtrained from oppreſſion, 
the people have a 1ight, by their legal repreſentatives, to epact 
laws for reducing their public officers to a private ſtation, and for 
ſopplying their vacancies in a conſtitutional manner, by regular 
elections, at ſuch periods as they may think proper. 

IX. That all elections cught to be free and withont corrup- 
tion; and that all freemen, having a fufficient evident common 
intereſt with, and attachment to, the community, have a right te 
elect een and be elected into office. 

X. That every member of ſociety hath a right to be protected 
zin the enjoyment ef life, liberty, and property; and therefore 
is bound to contribute his pioportion towards the expenſe of that 
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| cteBion, and yield his perſonal 1 hey neceſſary, or an 
equivalent thereto ; but no part of a man's property can be juſt- 
ly taken from him, or applied to public uſes, without his own 
conſent, or that of the repreſentative body of the freemen; nor 
can any man, who is con{cientiouſly ſcru x Fad of bearing arms, 
be juſtly compelled thereto, if he will pay ſuch equivalent; nor 
are the people bound by any law, but ſuch as they have in like 
manner aſſented to, for their common good. And previous to any 
law being made, to raiſe a tax, the purpoſe, for which it is to be 
raiſed, ought to appear evident to the legiſlature, to be of more 
ſervice to the community, than the money would be, if not col - 
lected. 
XI. That in all proſecutions for logs offences, a man boch 
a right to be heard by himſelf and his counſel—to demand the 
cauſe and nature of his accuſation to be confronted with the 
witneſſes—to call for evidence in his favour, and a ſoeedy publie 
trial by an impartial jury of the country, without the unanimous 
conſent of which jury he cannot be found guilty—nor can he be 
compelled to give evidence againſt himſelf— nor can any man 
be juſtly deprived of his liberty, except by the ines of the land, or 
the jadgment of his peers. 
XII. That the people have a right to hold themſelves; their 
houſes, papers and poſſeſſions, free from ſearch or ſeizure ; and 
therefore warrants, without oaths. or affirmations firſt made, af- 
fording - ſufficient foundation for them, aud whereby any officer 
or meſſenger may be commanded or required to ſearch ſuſpected 
places, or to ſeize any perſon or perſons, his, her, or their proper- 
ty, not particularly deſcribed, are contrary to that right, and 
ought not to be granted. 
XIII. That no warrant or writ to attich the perſon or eſtate 
of any freeholder within this fate, ſhall be iſſued in civil action, 
| without the perſon or perſons, who may requeſt ſuch warrant or 
| attachment, firſt make oath, or affirm before the authority Who 
| may be requeſted to iſſue the ſame, that he or they are in danger 
| of loſing his, her, or their debts, | 
I when an iſſue in fact, proper for the cognizance of 
Ja jury, is joined in a court of law, the parties have a right to a tris - 
\ al by jury; which ought to be held ſacred. 
XV. That the people have a right to freedom of ſpeech, and of 
þ writing and publiſhing their ſentiments, concerning the tranſac- 
tions of e e therefore the freedoin of the preſs W 
not to he reſtrained. 
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legiſlature, is ſo eſſential to the rights of the people, that it can · 
not be the foundation of any accuſation dr proſecution, action or 
eomplaint, in any cther court or place whatſoever, 

XVII. The power of ſuſpending laws, or the execution of 
laws, ought never to be exerciſed, but by the legiſlature, or by 
authority derived from it, to be exerciſed in ſuch particular caſes 
only as the legiſlature ſhall expreſsly provide for. 

XVIII. That the people have a right to bear arms, for the de- 


ſence of themſelves and the ſtate :—and as ſtanding armies, in the 
time of peace, are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept 


up; and that the military ſhould be kept under ſtrict ſubordination 
to, aud governed by the civil power. 

XIX. That no perſon in this commonwealth can, in any caſe, 
be ſubjected to law-martial, or to any penabies or pains, by virtue 
of that law, except thoſe employed in the 1 and the militia in 
actual ſervice. | 

XX. That frequent recurrence to fundamental principles, and a 
kc m adherence to juſtice, moderation, temperance, induſtry, and 
ſrugality, are abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the bleſſings of li- 
berty, and keep government free: the people ought therefore to 
pay particular attention to theſe points, in the choice of officers 
and repreſentatives; and have a right, in a legal way, to exact a 
due and conſtant regard to them, from their legiſlators and ma- 
gi Krates, in the making and executing ſuch laws, as are neceſſa- 
ry for the good government of the tate, 

XXI. That all people have a natural and inherent right toe emi- 
grate from one ſtate to another, that will receive them; or to form 


a new ſtate in vacant countries, or in ſuch countries as they can 
purchaſe, whenever they think that thereby they can 0 weir 


own happineſs. = 


XXII. That the peop'e bios a right to aſſemble together, to 
conſult for their common good—to inſtruct their repreſentatives 
—and to apply to the legiſlature for redreſs of grievances, by 
adreſs, petition, or remonſtrance. 

XXIII. Thet no perſon ſhall be liable to be tranſported out 
of this ſtate, for trial for any offence committed within the ſame. 


CHAPTER . 
PLAN ox FRAME oy GOVERNMENT. 
Sec. I. HE commonwealth, or ſtate, cf Vermont, ſhall 


be governed hereafter, by a governor, (or lieute- 
nant-governor) council, and an affembly of the repreſenta» 
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tives of the Fold of the ſame, in manner a form following . 


II. The ſupreme legiſlative power ſhall be veſted in a houſe 
of repreſentatives of the freemen, or commonwealth, or ſtate, of 
Vermont. | 

III. The ſupreme executive power ſhall be veſted-in 2 gover- 
nor, (or, in his abſence, a lieutenant-governor) and councl; 

IV. Courts of juſtice ſhall be maintained in every county in- 
this ſtate, and alſo in new counties when formed; which courts 
ſhall be open for the trial of all cauſes proper for their cogni- 
zance, and juſtice ſhall be therein impartially adminiſtered, with - 
out corruption, or unneceſſary delay. The judges of the ſupreme 


court ſnall be juſtices of the peace throughout the ſtate: and 


the ſeveral judges of the county courts, in their reſpective coun- 
ties, by virtue of their officers, (except in the trial of ſuch N a 
as may be appealed to the county court.) 

v. A future legiſlature may, when they ſhall conceive the ſame 


to be expedient and neceſſary, erect a court of chancery, with 


ſuch powers as are uſually exerciſed by that court, or as ſhall 


appear for the intereſt of the commonwealth. Provided they da- 


not conſtitute themſelves the judges of the ſaid court. 

VI. The legiflative, executive, and judiciary departments, ſhall 
be ſeparate and diſtinct, ſo that neither rap the powers pro- 
perly belonging-to the other... 

VII. In order that the freemen of this ſtate may enjoy the be- 
nefit of election, as equajly as may be, each town within this 
ſtate, that conſiſts, or may conſiſt, of eighty taxable inhabitants, 
within one ſeptenary or ſeven years next after the eſtabliſhing | 
this conſtitutran, may hold elections therein, and chooſe each 
two repreſentatives: and each other inhabited town ur this ſtate, 
may, in like manner, chooſe each one repreſentative, to repreſent 


them in general aſſembly, during the ſaid ſeptenary or ſeven 


years: and after that, each inhabited town may, in like manner, 
hold fuch election, and chooſe each one-repreſentative forever 
| thereafter, 

VIII. The houſe of repreſentatives, of the W of this 
fate, ſhall conſiſt of perſons moſt noted for wiſdom and virtue, 
to be choſen by ballot, by the freemen of every town in this 
5 reſpectively, on the firſt Tueſday of d ee 
orever, 


IX. The — ſo chan (a majoeſty of whom ſhall: 


conſtitute a quorum for tranſacting any other bufinels than 
Taling a ſtate 28775 for which two-thirds of the members else 
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gal be preſent) ſhall meet an the ſecond Thurſday of the ſic. 
. ceeding OQober, and ſhall be ſtyled, The general afſembly of the ve 


Hale of Vermont : they ſhall have power to chooſe their ſpeaker, g 
ſecretary of the ſtate, their clerk and other neceſſary officers of by 
the houſe—ſit on their own adjournments—pxepare bills, and to 
enact them into laws judge of the elections and qualifications w 
of theic own members: they may expel members, but not for pl 
cauſes known to their conſtituents antecedent to their election: W 
they may adminiſter oaths, or affirmations, in matters depending or 
before them redreſs grievances—impeach ſtate criminals—grant tr 
charters of incor poration conſtitute towns, boroughs, cities, and ar 
counties: they may annually, in their firſt ſeſſion after their elec- la 
tion, and at other times, when vacancies happen, chooſe dele- ar 
gates to congreſs: and ſhall alſo, in conjunction with the coun. ad 
cil, annually, (or oftener if need be) ele& judges of the ſupreme El 
and ſeveral county and probate courts, ſheriffs, and juſtices of ce 
the peace: and alſo, with the council, may elect major- gene- 8. 
rals and. brigadier- generals, from time to time, as often as there n 
ſhall be occaſion: and they ſhall have all other powers neceſſary ir 
for the legiſlature of a free and ſovereign ſtate; but they ſhall b 
have no power to add to, alter, aboliſh, or infripge, any part of la 
this conllitution. 0! 
X. The ſupreme executive council of this fate, ſhall conſiſt b 
of a governor, lieutenant-governor, and twelve perſons, choſen by 
in the following manner, viz. The freemen of each town ſhall, la 
on the day of election for chooſing repreſentatives to attend the 0 
general aſſembly, bring in their votes for governor, with his name i © 
fairly written, to the "conftable, who ſhall ſeal them up, and Al 
write on them, Votes fer the Governor, and deliver them to the n 

| repreſentative choſen to attend the general aſſembly : and at the 1 
opening of the general affembiy, there ſhall be a committee ap- tl 
pointed out of the council and aflembly, who, after being duly a0 
ſworn to the faithful diſeharge of their truſt, ſhall proceed to a! 
Tective, fort, and count the votes for the governor, and declare h 
the perſon who has the major part of the votes, to be governor 2 
for the year enſuing. And if there be no choice made, then ti 
the council and general aſſembly, by their join ballot, ſhall make * 
choice of a governor, 8 
The lteutenant-governor and ee mall be choſen in the 10 


manner above directe l. Aud each freeman ſhall give in tweire 
votes for twelve councillors, in the fame manner : and the 
twelve higheſt in nomination ſhall ſerve for the enſuing year 2 
Huncillors. 
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XI. The governor, and, in his abſence, -the lieutenant- go- 
yernor, with the council, (a major part of whom, including the 


overnor or lieutenant-governor, ſhall be a quorum to tranſact 
buſineſs) ſhall have power to commiſſicnate all officers—and alſo 
to appoint officers, except where proviſion is or ſhall be other- 


wiſe made by law, or this frame of government; and hall ſup- 
ply every vacancy in any office occaſioned by death or other- 
wiſe, until the office can be filled i in the manner directed by law 
or tkis conſtitution. They are to correſpond with other ſtates 


tranſact buſineſs with officers of government, civil and military, 


and to prepare ſuch buſineſs as may appear io them neceſſary to 
lay before the general aſſembly. They ſhall fit as judges to hear 
and determine on impeschments, taking to their aſſiſtance, for 
advice only, the judges of the ſupreme court and ſhall have pow« 
er to grant pardons, and remit fines in all caies whatſoever, ex- 
cept in treaſon and murder, in which they ſhall have power to 
grant reprieves, but not to pardon, until after the end of the 
next ſeſſion of aſſembly — and except in caſes of impeachment, 
in which there ſhall be no remiſſion or mitigation of puniſhment, 
but by a& of legiſlation. They are aiſo to take care that the 
laws be faithfully executed. They are to expedite the execution 
of ſuch meaſures as may be reſolved upon by the general aſſem- 
bly : and they may draw upon the treaſurer for ſuch: fums as ma; 

be appropriated by the houſe of repreſentatives. They may allo 
lay embargoes, or prohibit the exportation of any commodity, 


for any time not exceeding thirty days, in the receſs of the houſe 


only: they may grant ſuch licenſes as ſhali be directed by law, 


and ſhall have power to call together the general aſſembly, when' 


neceſſary, before the day to which they ſhall ſtand adjourned. 
The governor ſhall be captain-general and commander in chief of 


the forces of the ſtate, but ſhall not command in perſon, except 


adviſed thereto by the council, and then only as long as they ſhajl 


approve thereof: and the lieutenant- We h mall, by virtue of 


his office, be lieutenant- general of all the forces of the ſtate. The 


governor, or lieutenant-governor, and the council, ſhall meet at 


the time and place with the general aſſembly: the leutenant- go- 


vernor ſhall, during the preſence of the commander in chief, vote 


and act as one of the council; and the governor, and, in his ab. 
ſence, the lieutenant - governor, ſhall, by virtue of their offices, 


| preſi de in council, and have a caſting, but no other vote. Eve- 


ry member of the council ſha:l be a juſtice of the peace for the 
whole fate, by virtue of his office, The governor and council 


mall have a ſecretary, and keep fair books of their proceedings, 
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wherein any councillor may enter his Ms with his reaſons to 
ſupport it. 

XII. The 1 ons met, _ choſen their ele 
and clerk, ſhall each of them, before they proceed to buſineſs, 
take and ſubſcribe, as well the oath or. affirmation of allegiance 


herein after directed (except where they ſhall produce certificates . 


of their having therefore taken-and ſubſcribed the ſame) as the 
following oath or affirmation, Viz. 
Von — do ſolemnly ſwear, (or m) that, 
as a member of this aſſembly, you will not propoſe, or aſſent to, 
any bill, vote, or reſolution, which ſhall appear to yeu injurious. 
to the people; nor do, or confent to any act or thing whatever, 
that ſhall have a tendency to leſſen or abridge their rights and pri- 
vileges as declared by the conſtitution of this ſtate; but will, in 
all things, conduct yourſelf as a faithful, honeſt repreſentarize 
and guardian of the people, according to the beſt of your judg.. 


ment and abilities. (In caſe of an oath): So help you God. (And 


in caſe of an affirmation) Under the pains and penalties of per- 
ury. 

. each member, 3 he takes his ſeat, ſhall make and 
ſubſcribe the following declaration, viz. 

Vou do believe in one God, the creator and governor of the 
univerſe, the rewarder of the good, and puniſher of the wicked. 
And you do acknowledge the ſcriptures of the old and new teſ- 
tament to be given b inſpiration; and own and profeſs the 
proteſtant religion. 


And no further or other religious teſt ſhall” ever hereafter be 


required of any civil officer or magiſtrate, in this ſtate. 
XIII. The doors of the houſe, in which the general aſſembly 


of this commonwealth ſhall fit, ſhall be open for the admiffion 


of all perſons who behave decently, except only when the Wray 
of the ſtate may require them to be ſnut. 

XIV. The votes and proceedings of the general aſſembly ſhall 
be printed (when one-third of the members think it neceſſary) as 
ſoon as conveniently may be, after the end of each ſeſſion, with 
the yeas and nays on any queſtion, when required by any member, 
(except where the votes ſhall be taken by ballot) in which caſe 
every member ſhall have a right to inſert the reaſons of bis vote 
upon the minutes. 

XV. The ſtyle of the laws of this Rate, i in future} to be paſ- 
ſed, ſhall be. It is bereby enacted 2 the general aſſembly of toe 
Hate of Vermont. 

XVI, Totheend unt lavre, before eo are enacted, 5 my de more 
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maturely confidered, and the inconvenience of haſty determina- 
tions as much as poſſible prevented, all bills which originate in 
the aſſembly ſhall be laid before the governor and council, for their 
reviſion, and concurrence, or propoſals of amendment; who ſhall 
return the fame to the aſſembly, with their propoſals ot amend- 
ment (if any) in writing: and if the ſame are not agreed to by 
the aſfembly, it ſhall be in the power of the governor and coun- 
cil to ſuſpend the paſſing of ſuch bills until the next ſeſſion of 
the legiſlature. Provided, that if the governor and council ſhall 
negle& or refuſe to return any ſuch bill to the aſſembly with 
written propoſals of amendment, within five days, or before 
the riſing of the legiſlature, the ſame ſhall become a law. 

XVII. No perſon ougbt, in any caſe, or in any time, to be de- 
clared guilty of treaſon or felony by the legiſlature. 

XVIII. Every man, of the full age of twenty-one years, hay- 
ing reſided in this ſtate, for the ſpace of one whole year, next be- 
fore the election of repreſentatives, and is of a quiet and peacea- 
ble behaviour, and will take the following oath, (or affirmation} 
ſhall be entitled to all the privileges of a reeman of this ſtate. 

Vou ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm) that whenever you give your 
vote or fuffrage, touching any matter that concerns the ſtate of 
Vermont, you will do it fo as in your conſcience you ſhall judge 
will moſt conduce to the beſt good of the ſame, as eſtabliſhed by 
the conſtitution, without fear or favour of any man. 

XIX. The inhabitants of this commonwealth ſhall be kid 
and armed for its defence, under ſuch regulations, reſtrictions, 
and exceptions, as the general aſſembly ſhall by law direct. The 
ſeveral companies of militia ſhall, as often as vacancies happen, 
ele&t their captains and other inferior officers; and the . captains 
and ſubalterns ſhall nominate and recommend the field officers of 
their 1eſpetive regiments, who ſhall appoint their ſtaff officers. | 

XX. All commiſſions ſhall be in the name of the freemen of 
the ſtate of Vermont, ſealed with the ſtate ſeal, figned by the go- 
vernor, and in his ablence the licutenant-governor, and atteſted 
by the ſecretary z which. ſeal thalt be kept by the council. 

XXI. Every officer of ſtate, whether judicial or executive, ſhall 
be liable to be impeached by the general aſſembly, either when in 
office, or after his reſignation, or removal for mal- adminiſtration. 
All impeachments ſhall be before the governor or lientenant-gc= 
vernor, and council, who ſhall hear and determine the fame, and 
may award coſts. | 

XXII. As every free man, to preſerve his independence, (if 
without a ſufficient Eſtate) ought to have ſome profeſſion, calling, 
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trade, or - farm, whereby he may honeſtly ſubſiſt, there can be no 
necethity for, nor uſe in eſtabliſhing offices of pr ofit, the uſual ef. 
fects af which are dependance and ſervility, unbecoming tree. 
men, in the poſſ:ffors or expectants, faction, contention, cor rup- 
tion and diforder, among the people. But if any man is called into 
public ſervice, to the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right 
do a reaſonable compenſation and whenever an office, through 

increaſe of fees or otherwiſe, becomes ſo profitable as to occaſion 
many to apply for it, the profits ought to be leſſened by the le. 
giſlature. And if any officer ſhall take greater or other fees than 
the laws allow him, either directly or indirectly, it ſhall ever af. 
ter diſqualify him from holding any office in this ſtate. 

XXIII. No perſon, in this ſtate, ſhall be capable of holding or 
exerciting more than one of the following offices, at the ſame 
time, viz. governor, lieutenant governor, judge of the ſupreme 
court, treaſurer of the ſtate, member of the council, member of 
the general aſſembly, ſurveyor· general, or ſheriff, 

XXIV. The treaſurer of the ſtate ſhall, before the governor 
and council, give ſufficient ſecurity to the fecr etary of the ſtate, in 
behalf of the general afſembly ; and each high ſheriff, before the 
firft Judge of the county court, to the treaſurer of their reſpective 


counties, previous to their reſpectively entering upon the execu- 
tion of their offices, in ſuch manner, and in ſuch ſums, as ſhall 


be directed by the legiſlature. 

XXV. The treaſurer's accounts ſhall be annually audited, and 
- 2 fair ſtate thereof, laid before the general aſſembly, at their ſeſ - 
fion in October. 

XXVI. Every officer, whether el executive, or military, 
in authority under this ſtate, before he enter upon the execution 
of his office, ſhall take and ſubſeribe the following oath or affir- 
mation of allegiance to this ſtate, (unleſs he ſhall produce evi- 
dence that he has before taken the ſame) and alſo the following 
oath or affirmation of office, (except ſuch as ſhall be exempted 
by the legiſlature) viz. 

The oath or aliemarion of allegiance. 

You do ſolemnly ſwear, (or affirm) that you will be true and 
faithful to the ſtate of Vermont; and that you will not, directly 
or indirectly, do any act or thing injurious to the conſtitution or 


government thereof, as eſtabliſhed by convention. (If an oath). 


So help you God. (If an avs Under the pains and pe- 
nalties of perjury. 
The oath or aircon 4 office. 


10 ny ſwear, (or affirm) 
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that you will faithfully execute the office of for the 
; and will therein do equal right and juſ- 
tice to all men, to the beſt of your judgment and abilities, according 
to law. (If an oath) So help you God. ond an affirmation) Under 
the pains and penalties of perjury. ' 


— 0 


XXVII. Any delegate to congreſs may be ſuperſeded at any | 


time, by the general aſſembly appointing another in his ſtead. No 
man ſhall be capable of being a delegate to repreſent this ſtate in 
congrefs for more than three years, in any term of {ix years ;— 
and no perſon, who holds any office in the gift of congreſs, ſhall, 

during the time of his holding ſuch office, be elected to repens 
this ſtate i in congreſs. 

XXVIII. Trials of iſſues, proper for the cognizance of a ju- 
ry, in the ſupreme and county courts, ſhall be by jury, except 
where parties otherwiſe agree: and great care ought to be taken 
io prevent corruption or e in the choice and return, or 
appointment of juries. 

XXIX. All proſecutions ſhall commence by the authority of 
the tate of Vermont—all indictments ſhall conclude with theſe 
words, Againſt the peace and dignity of the ftate. And all fines 
mall be proportionate to the offences. 

XXX. The perſon of a debtor, where there is not ſtrong pre- 
ſumption of fraud, thall not be continued in priſon, after deliver- 
ing up and affigning over, Bona fide, all his eſtate, real and per- 
ſonal, in poſſeſſion, reverſion, or remainder, for the uſe of his 
creditors, in ſuch manner as ſhall be hereafter regulated by law ; 
And all priſoners, unleſs in execution, or committed for capital 
offences, when the proof is evident or preſumption great, ſhall 
be bailable by ſufficient ſureties: nor ſhall exceſſive bail be exact- 
ed for bailable offences. 


XXXI. All elections, whether by the people, or in general ac 
ſembly, ſhall be by 1 free and voluntary : and any elector, 
who ſh! receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, drink, 
monies or otherwiſe, ſhall forteit his right to ele& at that time, 


and fuffer ſuch other penalty as the laws ſhall direct: and any 
perſon who ſhall, directly or indirectly, give, promile, or beſtow, 
any ſuch rewards to be elected, ſhall thereby be rendered incapable 
to ſerve for the enſuing year, and be ſubject to ſuch fur ther pu- 
niſnment as a future legiſlature ſhall direct. 

XXXII. All deals and conveyances of land ſhall be 8 


in the town clerk's office, in their reſpective towns ; and, for want 


thereof, in tke county clerk's office of the ſame county. 
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trade, or farm, whereby he may honeſtly ſubſiſt, there can be no 
neceſſity for, nor uſe in eſtabliſhing offices of profit, the uſual ef. 


fects of which are dependance and ſervility, unbecoming tree. 


men, in the poſſeſſors or ex pectants, faction, contention, cor rup. 
tion and diſorder, among the people. But if any man is called into 
public ſervice, to the prejudice of his private affairs, he has a right 
to a reaſonable compenſation : and whenever an office, through 
increaſe of fees or otherwiſe, becomes ſo profitable as to occaſion 
many to apply for it, the profitz ought to be leſſened by the le. 
giſlature. And if any officer ſhall take greater or other fees than 
the laws allow him, either directly or indirectly, it ſhall ever af. 
ter diſqualify him from holding any office in this ſtate. 

XXIII. No perſon, in this ſtate, ſhall be capable of holding or 
exerciſing more than one of the following offices, at the ſame 
time, viz. governor, lieutenant-governor, judge of the ſupreme 
court, treaſurer of the ſtate, niember of the council, member of 
the general aſſembly, ſurveyor-general, or ſheriff, 

XXIV. The iwreaſurer of the ſtate ſhall, before the governor 
and council, give ſufficient ſecurity to the Cos etary of the ſtate, in 
behalf of the general aſſembly; and each high ſheriff, before the 
firft judge of the county court, to the treaſurer of their reſpective 
counties, previous to their reſpectively entering upon- the execu- 
tion of their offices, in ſuch manner, and in ſuch ſums, . as ſhall 
be direRed by the legiſlature, 


XXV. The treaſurer's accounts hall be annually audited, and 


a fair ſtate thereof, laid before the general aſſembly, at their ſeſ -. 
fon in October. 

XXVI. Every officer, whether judicial, executive, or military, 
in authority under this ftate, before, he enter upon the execution 
of his office, ſhall take and ſubſcrive the following oath or affir- 
mation of allegiance to this ſtate, (unleſs he ſhall produce evi» 
dence that he has before taken the ſame) and alſo the following 
oath or affirmation of office, (except ſuch as ſhall be exempted 
by the legiſlature) viz. _ 

The oath or affirmation of allegiance, 

You do ſolemnly ſwear, (or effirm) that you will be true and 
faithful to the ſtate of Vermont; and that you will not, directly 
or indirectly, do any act or thing injurious to the conſtitution or 


government thereof, as eſtabliſhed by convention. (It an oath) 


So help you God. (If an e Under the pains and pe- 
nalties of perjury. 
| Tue oath or 6 of . 


v ———„— = do ſolemnly Baan. (or affirm) 
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3 and will chi ein do 1 ed hon and juſ- 
tice to all men, to the beſt of your judgment and abilities, according 
to law. (If an oath) So help you God. (If an nene Under 
the pains and penalties of perjury. ' 


— — 0 


XXVII. Any delegate to congreſs may be ſuperſeded at any | 


time, by the general aſſembly appointing another in his ſtead. No 
man ſhall be capable of being a delegate to repreſent this ſtate in 
congrefs for more than three years, in any term of ſix years. 
and no perſon, who holds any office in the gift of congreſs, ſhall, 
during the time of his holding ſuch office, be elected to repreſent 
this ſtate i in congreſs. 


XXVIII. Trials of iTaes, proper for the cognizance of a ju- 
ry, in the ſupreme and county courts, ſhall be by jury, except 


where parties otherwiſe agree : and great care ought to' be taken 
ko prevent corruption or partiality in the choice and return, or 
appointment of juries. 

XXIX. All proſecutions ſhall commence by the authority of 


the ſtate of Vermont—all indictments ſhall conclude with theſe 


words, Againſt the peace and dignity of the flate.” And all NIE 
mall be proportionate to the offences. 

XXX. The perſon of a debior, where there is not ſtrong pre- 
ſumption of fraud, thall not be continued in priſon, after deliver- 
ing up and affigning over, Bona fide, all his eſtate, real and per- 
ſonal, in poſſeſſion, reverſion, or remainder, for the uſe of his 
creditors, in ſuch manner as ſhall be hereafter regulated by law: 
And all prifoners, unleſs in execution, or committed for capital 
offences, when the proof is evident or preſumption great, ſhall 
be bailable by ſufficient ſureties : nor ſhall exceſſive bail be exact - 
ed for bailable offences. 

XXXI. All elections, whether by the people, or in general aſ- 
ſembly, ſhall be by 2 77 free and voluntary: and any elector, 
who ſhall receive any gift or reward for his vote, in meat, drink, 
monies or otherwiſe, ſhall forfeit his right to ele& at that time, 


and fuffer ſuch other penalty as the laws ſhall direct: and any 
perſon who ſhall, directly or indirectly, give, promiſe, or beſtow, 
any ſuch rewards to be elected, ſhall thereby be rendered incapable 


to ſer ve for the enſuing year, and be ſubje& to ſuch e pu- 
niſhment as a future legiſſature ſhall direct. 

XXXII. All deeds and conveyances of land mall be recorded 
in the town clerk's office, in their reſpective towns ; and, for want 
thereof, in the county clerk's office of 825 ſame county. | 
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XXXIII. The legillature ſhall regulate entails in ſuch manner 
as to prevent perpetuities. 

XXXIV. To deter more effectually from the commiſſion. of 
erimes, by continued viſible puniſhment, of leng duration, and 
to make ſanguinary puniſhment leſs neceſſary, means ought to be 
provided for puniſhing by hard-labour, thoſe who ſhall be convic- 
ted of crimes not capital, whereby the criminal ſhall be employed 
for the benefit of the public, or for reparation of injuries done to 
private perſons : and all perſons, at proper times, gat to be 

rmitted to ſee them at their labour, 

XXXV. The eſtates of ſuch perſons as may deſtroy their own 
lives, ſhall not for that offence, be forfeited, but deſcend or af. 
cend in the fame manner as if ſuch perſons had died in a natural 
way. Nor ſhall any article, which ſhall accidentally occaſion the 
death of any perſon, be henceforth deemed a deodand, or in 
any wile forfeited on account of ſuch misfortune. | 
XXXVI. Every perſon of good character, who comes to ſet- 

tle in this ſtate, baving firſt taken an oath or alGrmation of allegi- 
ance to the ſame, may purchaſe, or by other juſt means, acquire, 
hold and transfer land, or other real eſtate; and, after one year's 
reſidence, ſhall be deemed a free denizen es and entitled to 
all the rights of a natural born ſubje& of this ſtate, except that 
he ſhall not be capable of being elected governor, lieutenant-go- 
verner, treaſurer, councillor, or repreſentative in aſſembly, until 
after two years reſidence. 
„ XXXVII. The inhabitants of this ſtate, ſhall have liberty, 
in ſeaſonable times, to hunt, and fowl on the lands they hold, and 
on other lands not incloſed ; and in like manner to fiſh in all 
boatable and other waters, not private property, under proper re- 
gulations, to be her eafter made and provided by the general al- 
ſembly. | 

XXXVIII. Laws for the encouragement of virtue, and pre- 

vention of vice and immorality, we to be conſtantly kept in 
force, and duly executed: and a competent number of ſchools 
ought to be maintained in each town, for the convenient inſtruc- 
tion of youth; and one or more grammar ſchools be incorporat- 
ed, and properly ſupported in each county in this ſtate. And all 
religious ſocieties, or bodies of men, that may be hereafter united 
or incorporated, for the advancement of religion and learning, 
or for other pious and charitable purpoſes, ſhall be encouraged 
and pretected in the enjoyment of the privileges, immunities, and 
eſtates, which they in juſtice ought to enjoy, under ſuch xegulati- 
ons as the general pan fo of this ſtate mall direct. 
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XXXIX. The declaration of the political rights and privileges 
ef the inhabitants of this ate, is hereby declared to be a part of 
the conſtitution of this commonwealth ; and ought not to be vi- 
olated on any pretence whatſoever. - 

XL. In order that the freedom.of this chm may be 
preſerved inviolate forever, there ſhall be choſen by ballot, by 
the freemen of this ſtate, on the laſt Wedneſday in March, in 


the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty- five, and on the 
laſt Wedneſday in March in every ſeven years thereafter, thirteen 


perſons, who ſhall be choſen in the ſame manner the council is 
choſen, except that they ſhall not be out of the council or general 
aſſembly, to be called the council of cenſors; who ſhall meet to- 
gether on the firſt Wedneſday of June next enſuing their election, 
the majority of whom ſhall be a quorum in every caſe, . except 


as to calling a convention, in which two-thirds of the whole. 


number elected ſhall agree: and whole duty it ſhall be to enquire 
whether the conſtitution has been preſerved inviolate in every part, 
during the laſt ſeptenary (including the year of their ſervice) ; 
and whether the legiſlative and executive branches of govern. 


ment have performed their duty, as guardians of the people, or 


than they are entitled to by the conflitution : they are alſo to en- 


{ 


aſſumed to themſelves, or exerciſed other or greater powers 


quire, whether the public taxes have been juſtly laid and col» 
lected in all parts of this commonwealth—in what manner the 
public monies have been diſpoſed of—and whether the laws have 


been duly executed. For theſe purpoſes, they ſhall have power 


to ſend for perſons, papers, and records; they ſhall have au- 
thority to paſs public cenſures to order umpeachments—and to 
recommend to the legiſlature. the repealing ſuch Jaws as appear 


to them to have been enacted contrary to the principles of the 


conſtitution ; theſe powers they ſhall continue to have, for, and 
during the ſpace of one year from the day of their election, and 

o longer, The ſaid council of cenſors ſhall alſo have power to 
call a convention, to meet within two years after their fittingy 
if there appears to them an abſolute neceſſity of amending any 
article of this conſtitution which may be defect ve—explatinng 


fuch as may be thought not clearly expreſied—and of adding ſuch 
as are neceſſary for "the preſervation of the rights and happineſs 
of the. people; but the articles to be amended, and the amend- 
ments propoſed, and ſuch articles as are propoſed to be added or 


avohſhed, ſhall be promulgated at leaſt fix months before the day 


. appointed for the election of ſuch convention, for the previous 


2 
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conſideration of the people, that they may have an opportunity 
of inſtructing their delegates on the ſubject. 
By order of convention, July 4th, 1786, 
MOSES ROBINSON, preſident, 
Atteft, EL1Jan PaiNE, ſec'ry. 
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In congreſs, July 4, 1776. 
A declaration , by the repreſentatives of the united ſlates of Ameri. 
ca, in congreſs aſſembled. 


HEN, in the courſe of human events, it becomes neceſſary 
for one people to diſſolve the political bands, which have 
connected them with another, and to aſſume, among the powers of 


the earth, the ſeparate and equa! ſtation, to which the laws of na- 


ture, and of nature's God, entitle them, a decent reſpect to the o- 
Pinions of mankind requires, that they ſhould declare the OY 
which impel them to the ſeparation. 

We hold theſe t utlis to be ſelf-evident—that all men are crea. 
ted cqual ;—that they are endowed by their creator with certain 
unalienable rights ;— that among theſe are life, liberty, and 
the purſuit of happineſs ;—that to ſecure theſe rights, govern- 
ments are inſtituted among men, deriving their juſt powers from 
the conſent of the governed ;—that whenever any form of go— 
vernment becomes deſtructive of theſe ends, it is the right of the 


people to alter or to aboliſh it, and to inſtitute new government, 


laying its foundation on ſuch principles, and organizing its pow- 
ers in ſuch form, as to them ſhall ſeem moſt likely to effect their 
ſafety and happineſs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that govern- 
ments, long eſtabliſhed, ſhould not be changed, for light and 
tranſient cauſes : and accordingly, all experience hath ſhewn, that 
mankind are more difpoſed to ſuffer, while evils are ſuffer: ble, 


than to right themſelves, by aboliſhing the forms, to which they 


are accuſtomed. But when a long train of abuſes and uſurpations 
purſuing invariably the fame obj-&, evinces a deſign to reduce 
them under abſolute deſpotiſm, it is their right, it is their duty, 
to throw off ſuch government, and to provide new guards for their 
future ſecurity. Such has been the patient ſufferance of thele clo- 
mes ; and ſuch is now the neceſſity, which conſtrains then: to 
aller their former ſyſtems ef government. The hiſtory of the 
preſent king of Great Britain is a hiſtory of repeated inju: and 
wurpaticns, all having in direct object the eſtabliſhment of an 
abiciute tyranny over theſe ſtates. To prove this, let Ts be ſub· 
mitted to a candid world, 
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He has refuſed his afſent to laws, the moſt wholeſoms and ne- 
etſſary for the public good. 


He has forbidden his govern” rs to paſs 9 of . and 


preſſing importance, unleſs ſuſpended in their operation, till his 
aſſent ſhould be obtained : and, when fo faſpended, he has utteriy” 
neglected to attend to them. 

He has refuſed to pals other laws, for the accommodation of. 
large diſtricts of people, unlels thole people would reliaquiſh the 


right of repreſentation in the legiflature—a right ineſtimable te 


them, and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legiſlative bodies, at places unuſual, un- 
comfortable, and diſtant flom the depoſitory of their public re- 
eords, for the ſole purpoſe of fatiguing them into e with 
his meaſures. 


He las diſſolved reſins houſes repeatedly for e 


with maniy firmneſs, his invaſions on the rights of the people. 
He has refuſed, for a long time after ſuch diſſolutions, to cauſe 

others to be elected; whereby the legiilative powers, incapable of 

annihilation, have returned to the people at large, for their exer- 


eiſe; the ſtate remaining, in the mean time, expoſed to all the daa - 


ger of invaſion from without, and convulfions within. 


He h:s endeavoured to prevent the population of theſe ſtates; 


for that purpoſe, obſtructing the laws for naturaiization of fo- 


reigners ; refuſing to paſs others, to encourage their nügrations 
hither, and raihng the conditions of new appropriations of. 


lands, 
H 
aſſent to laws, for eſtabliſhing judiciary powers. 


0 


Hz his made judges dependent on his will alone, for the te- 


nure of their 8885 and the amount and payment of their ſalae 
Yes, 


ther ſwarms of officers, to a our people, and eat out their 
ſubſtance. 

He has kept among us, in times: of pace, 15 armies, 
without the conſent of our legiliatures, 


He has affected to render the military ie of, and ſu- 


perior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others, to ſubject us to a juriſdiction, 
foreizn to our conſtitution, and un-acknowledged Rl our laws; 
giving his aſſent to their acts of pretended legiſlation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us. 


For protecting them, by a mock trial, from e for 


has obſtructed the adminiſtration of juſtice, by refuſing his 


He has erected a pl IE of new cffices, and ſent hi- 
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any murders, which they ſhould commit on the inhabitants of 
tele {tatcs :— | 
For cutling off our tr 5 with all parts of the 8 88 — 
For impoſing taxes on us, without our conſent z— 


For depriving us, in many caſes, of the his of trial by 


Jury :— 
: For tranſporting us . ſeas, to be tried for aden 
offences :— 

For abolifhing the free yſte m of Engliſh laws in a neighbour. 
ing province, eltablithing therein an arbitrary government, and 


enlarging its eee ſo as to render it at once an example and 


fit inſtrument, for introducing the ſane abſolute rule into theſe 
colonies ;j— | 

For taking away our charters, lie our moſt valuabh 
lavrs, and altering fundamentally the forms of our govery- 

JEntsS 3 

For * our own legiſlatures, and declaring them- 
felves inveſted with power, to legiſlate for us, in all caſes whats 
lever. 
Ie has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his 
protection, and waging war againſt us. 

He has plundered our ſeas, ravaged our coats burnt our 
towns, and deftroyed the lives of our people. 
He is, at this time, tranſporting large armies of foreign mer. 


cenaries, to complete the works of death, deſolation, and tyran- 


ny, already begun, with circumſtances of cruelty and perfidy, 
ſcarcely paralleled in the moſt barbarous ages, and __y unwore 
thy the head of a civilized nation. - 


He has conſtrained our fellow-citizens, taken ca ptive on the 


high ſeas, to bear arms againſt their country, to become the ex- 
ecutioners of their friends and brethien, or to fall themſelves by 
their hands. | | 

He has excited domeſtic inſurrect ions amongſt us, and has 
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the 
mercileſs Indian ſavages, whoſe known rule of warfare is an 
undiſtinguiſhed deſtruction of all ages, ſexes, and conditions. 

In every ſtage of theſe oppreſſions, we have petitioned for re- 
dreſs, in the moſt humble terms: our repeated petitions have 


been anſwered only by repeated injury. A prince, whoſe cha- 
racter is thus marked, by every act, which may define a tyrant, 


is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 
Nor have we been wanting in attention to our Britiſh bre- 
thren. We have warned them, from time to time, of attempts 


RI 


Ci 


N] 


f INDEPENDENCE. 


161 


made by their legiſlature, to extend an unwarrantable juriſdiction 
over us. We have reminded them of the circumſtances of our 
emigration and ſettlement here. We have appealed to their na- 
tive juſtice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them, by the 
ties of our common kindred to diſavow theſe u{urpations, which 
. would inevitably interrupt our connexions and correſpondence, 
They, too, have been deaf to the voice of juſtice. and of cons 
ſanguity. We muſt, therefore aequieſce in the neceſſity, which de- 
nounces our ſeparation, and hold them, 2s we hold the reſt of 


mankind, enemies in war in peace, friends. 


We, therefore, the repreſentatives of the united ſtates of America, 
in general congreſs aſſembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge 9 of 
the world, for the rectitude of cur intentions, do, in the name 
and by the authority of the good people of theſe colonies, ſo- 


lemnly publiſh and declare, that theſe united colonies are, 


and, 


of right, ought to be, free, and independent ſtates tl they 
are ahſolved from all allegiance to the Britith crown ;—that all 
political connexion, between them and the ſtate of Great Bri- 
tain, is and ought to be totally diſſolved; and that, as free and 
independent ſtates, they have full power to levy war, conclude- 
peace, contract alliances, eſtabliſh commerce, and to do all other 
acts and things, which independent fates may of right do. And. 
for the ſupport of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the- 
protection of divine providence, we mutually pled ge to each other 


our lives, our fortunes, and our ſacred honour, 


NN 
Joſiah Bartlett, 


NEW. HAMPSHIRE, William Whipple, 


Matthew Thornton. 


Samuel Adams, 
John Adams, 
Robert Treat Paine, 
Elbridge Gerry. 
JI R Stephen Hopkins, 
RHODE-ISLAND Kc. William Ellery, 
| Roger Sherman, 
| | Samuel Huntington, 

CONNECTICUT, William Williams, 
| Oliver Wolcott. . 
William Floyd, 
Philip Livingtton, , 
Francis Lewis, 
; ; Lewis Morr 16. 

. 5 P 2 


MASSACHUSETTS-BAY, 


NEW-YORK, 


* 
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ä Richard Stockton, , 
= John Witherſpoon, | 
NEW-JERSEY, I Francis Hopkinſon, 
| | — John Hart, = 
Ewa ona Clark. 
| f Robert Morris, 
1 55 Benjamin Ruſh, | 
| Benjamin Frank, 
oe John Morton, | 
PENNSYLVANTA, George Clymer, | „ 
1 James Smith, | 
—_—_ 8 George Taylor, 
# | | | James Wilſon, 
| | | (George Roſs. 
4 | Czſar Rodney, 
_ e. 5 [I George Read. 
| | Samuel Chaſe, 
| | William Paca, 
MARYLAND, | Thomas Stone, 
| Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, 
{ George Wythe, 
| Richard Henry Lee, 
Thomas Jcfferſon,. 
33 Benjamin Harriſon, 
| Thomas Nelſon, jun. 
| Francis Lightfoot Lee, 
| Carter Braxton. 
William Hooper, 


George Walton. 


NORTH. CAROLINA, Joſeph Hewes, 
John Penn. wy 
| | Edward Rutledge, 

SOUTH.CAROLINA Thomas Hzyward, jun. 
| | | 3j) SEhomas Lynch, Jun. 
3 ? AT RAE Arthur Middleton. 
5 ws NO ON Button Gwinnett, 
' SEORGIA, Lyman Hall, 


CONSTITUTION 9gf the UNITED STATES, 163 
The conſtitut ion framed for the united flates of. America, by a con- 
vention of deputies from the flates of New- Hampſhire, Maſſachu- 
ſetis, Connecticut, New Vork, New FJerſey, Pennſylvania, De- 
laware, Maryland, Virginia, North- Carolina, South. Carolina, 
and Georgia, at a Se jon begun May 25, and ended September 
17, 17387. 
E, the people 5 the united ſtates, in order to form a more 
verfeRt union, eſtabliſh juſtice, inſure domeſtic, tranquile 
lity, provide for the common defence, promote the general wel- 
fare, and ſecure the bleſſings of liberty to ourſelves and our 


terity, do ordain and eſtabliſh this conſtitution for the united, 


| flates of America. | 
AR 1 M ((C 
SECTION 1. 7 

ALL legillative powers herein granted, ſhall be vefled in a con- 
greſs of the united ſtages, Which ſhall conſiſt of a ſenate and houls 
of repreſentatives. 
| | VVV 
1. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall conſiſt of members cho- 

ſen every ſecond year, by the people of the ſeveral ſtates : and the 
electors, in each ſtate, ſhall have the qualifications requiſite for 
eleors of the moſt numerous branch of the fate legiſlature. 

2. No perſon ſhall be a repreſentative, who ſhall not have at- 
tained to the age of twenty-five years, and been ſeven years a 
citizen of the united ſtates ; j and who ſhall not, when elected, be 
an inhabitant of that tate in which he ſhall be FO 

3. Repreſentatives, and direct taxes mall be apportioned A= 
mong the ſeveral ſtates, which may be included in this union, 
according to their reſpective numbers, which ſhall be determined 
by adding to the whole number of free perſons, including thoſe 
bound to ſervice for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 


\ 


taxed, three-fifths of ail other perſons. The actual enumeration _ 


ſhall be made within three years after the firſt meeting of the con. 
greſs of the united ſtates; and within every ſubſequent term of ten 
years, in ſuch manner as they ſhall by law direct. The number of 
repreſentatives ſhali not exceed one for every thirty thouſandi but 
each ſtate ſhall have at leaſt one repreſentative : and, until ſuch 
enumeration ſhall be made, the ſtate of Nzw- Hampſhire ſhall be 

entitled to chocſe three ; Maſſazhuſetts eight; Rhude-Tfland and 
Providence Piantations one; Connecticut ee, New York fix ; 
Nz=w- Jerſey four; Pennſylvania eight; Delaware one; Mary 
land fix ; Virgivia ttn-3 North- Car oiina five ; ; South- Ca. olins 
five ; and Georgia three, 
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4. When vacancies happen in the repreſentation from any 


tate, the executive authority thereof ſhall iſſue writs of election | 


to fiil ſuch vacancies. 


5. The houſe of repreſentatives ſhall chooſe their (ater and | 


other officers ; and ſhall have the fole power of impeachment. 
"CLRCTELION Ht. 
The ſenate of the united ſtates f. all be compoſed of two 
"Moi: from each ftate, choſen by the legiſlature thereof, for ix 


Fears: and each ſenator ſhall have one vote. 


2. Immediately after they ſhall be aſſembled, in ance 
of the firſt election, they ſhall be divided, as equally as may be, 
Into three claſſes. The ſeats of the ſenators of the firſt cla!s ſhall 


be vacated at the expiration of the ſecond year ; of the ſecond 


claſs, at the expiration of the fourth year ; and of the third claſs, 
at the expiration of the fixth year: ſo that one-third may be cho- 
ten every ſecond year. And if yacancies happen, by reſignation 
or otherwile, during the receſs of the legiſlature of any ftate, the 
executive thereof may make temporary appointments until the 


next meeting of the legiſlature, which ſhall then fill ſuch vacan- 
cies. 


3. No perſon ſhall be a ſenator, who ſhall not have attained to 
the age of thirty years, and been nine years a citizen of the united 
ſtates; and who ſhall not, when elected, be an inhabitant of 
that Rate for which he ſhall be choſen. 

4. The vice-prefident of the united ſtates ſhall be preſident of 
the ſenate; but ſhall have no vote, unleſs they be equally di- 
vided. 

5. The ſenate mall doll their other officers, and alſo a pre- 
filent pro ternpore, in the ablence of the vice-preſident, or when 
he ſhall exerciſe the office of preſident of the united ſtates. _ 


6. The lenate ſhall have the ſole power to try all impeachments. 
When fitting for that purpoſe, they ſhall be on oath or affirma- 


tion. When the preſident of the united fates is tried, the chief 
juſtice ſhall preſide: and no perſon ſhall be convicted, without 
the concurrence of two-thirds of the members preſent. 

7. Judgment, in caſes of impeachment, ſhall not extend further 
than to removal from office, and diſqualification to hold and en- 
joy any office of honour, t: uſt, or profit, under the united lates, 


But the party convicted ſhall, nevertheleſs, be liable and ey fox | 


to indictment, tial, judgment, and puniſhment a. to law. 
s e n 

1 ＋ he times, places, and manner of holding Uchions for fe. 

dötors and reprelentatives, ſhall be preſcribed in each ſtate by the 
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leg ſlature thereof: but the congreſs may, at any time, by law, 


make or alter ſuch regulations, except as to the places of chookng | 


ſenators. 


3. The congreſs ſhall afſemble at leaſt once in every year 1 and 
ſuch meeting ſhall be on the fir Monday in December, unleſs | 


"Y ſhall by law e a different day. 
VVV 

1. Each houſe ſhall be the udge of the elections, returns and 
qualifications of its own members : and a majority of each ſhall 
conſtitate a quorum to do buſineſs : but a ſmaller number may 
adjourn from day to day, and may be authoriſed to compel the 
attendance of abſent members, in ſuch manner, and under ſuck 
penalties as each houſe may provide. 

2. Each houſe may determine the rules of its proceedings; pu- 
niſh its members for diſorderly behavi.ur ; and, with che concur = 
rence of two-thirds, expel a member. 

3. Each houſe ſhall keep a journal of its proceedings; and, 
from time to time, publiſh the ſame, excepting ſuch parts as may 


in their judgment require ſecrecy ; and the yeas and nays, of the 


members of either houſe, on any queſtion, ſhall, at the deſire of 
ons- fifth of thoſe preſent, be entered on the journal. 

4. Neither houſe, during the ſeſſion of congreſs, ſhall, without 
the conſent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor 


to any other place than that in which the two houſes ſhall vy | 


ſitting, 
SECTION vr. 
1. The ſenators and repreſentatives ſhall receive a compe nſa- 


tion for their ſervices, to be aſcertained by law, and paid out of 


the treaſury of the united Rates. They ſhall, in all caſes, except 
treaſon, felony, and breach of the peace, be privileged from ar- 
reſt, during their attendanc ut the ſeſſion of their reſpective hogs 


ſes, and in going to, and returning from the fame ; and for any 


ſpeech or debate in either houls, they {hill not be queſtioned in 
any other place. 

2. No ſenator or repreſentative ſhall, daring the time for which 
he was elected, be appointed to any civil office, under the autho- 
rity of the united ſtates, which ſhall have been created, or the 


emnolunzents of which ſhall have been encrea ſed, during ſuch time: 


and no perſon, holding any office under the united ſtates, ſhall be 
à member of either houſe, during his continuance in office. 
SECTION: Vil: | 
1. All bills, for raiſing revenue, ſhall originate in the houſe of 
repreſentatives: but the ſenate ſhall rr r cone with 
amendments, as on other b ills. 


een 
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2. Every bill, which ſhall have paſſ d the hauls of ;epreſer t. 


atives and the ſenate, ſhall, before it become a law, be preſcated 


to the prehdent of the united Rates. If he approve, he ſhall ſign 
it: but if not, he ſhall return it, with his objections, to chat 
houſe, in which it ſhall have originated, who fhall enter the ob- 
ctions at large on their journal, and proceed to confider it. If, 
after ſuch reconſideration, two-thirds of that houſe ſhall agree to 
piſs the bill, it ſhall be ſent, together with the objcctions, to th 

other 452 — by which it ſhall likewiſe be rec nſidered: and, if 
approved by two thirds of that huuſe, it ſhall became a law. But, 


In all ſuch caſes, the votes of both houſes ſhall be determined by 
yeas and nays: and the names of the perfors voting for and 


againk the bill, ſhall be entered on the journal of each Houſe re- 
ſpectively. If any bill ſhall not be returned by the pieficient, 
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it ſhail have been pre- 
ſented to him, the ſame ſhall be a law, in like manner as if he 
had ſigned it, unleſs the congre{s, by their adjour ument, prevent 
its return; in which coſe it ſhall not be a luws | 

3. Every order, reſolution, or vote, to which the concurrence 
of the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives may be neceſlary 5 
cept on a queſtion cf adjournment) ſhall be lated * to the pre- 
ſident of the unite1 ſtates; and, before the ſame ſhall take Me, 
be approved by him; or, being diſapproved by him, ſhail bz 
repaſſed by two. thirds of both houſes, according to the rules 20 
Amine preſcribed in the caſe of a bill. 


SECTION VIII, 


The congreſs ſhall have powcr 

1. To lay and collect taxes, duties, impoſte, and exciſes, to 
pay the debts, and provide for the common defence, and general 
welfare, of the-united ſtates : but all duties , Impolts, and exci es, 
mall be uniform throughout the united ſtates. 

2. To borrow money on the credi: of the united Rates, 

3. To regulate conmerce with ch nations, and among the 
ſeveral ſtates, and with the Indian tribes in | 

4+ Toeftablith an uniform rule of naturalization, and uniform 
laws on the ſubject of bankruptcies, throughout the united ſtates. 

5. To coin money 3 regulate the value thereof, and of foreign 
coin; and fix the Gandacd: of weights and meaſures, 

6. To provide for the puniſhment of counterfeiting the ſecu- 
rities and current coin of the united ſtates. 
7. To eſtabliſn poſt; offices and poſt- roads. 

8. To promote the progreſs of ſcience and uſef ul arts, by ſe. 


— 
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during, for limited times, to authors and nventors, the excluſive 
right to their reſpective writings and diſcgveries. 
To conſtitute tribunals inferior to the ſupreme court. 
10. To define an PLS piracies afd felonies committed on 


money for that uſe, mall 8 for a longer term 

13. To provide and maintain a navy. 

14. To make rules for the government and regulation of the 
land and naval forces. 

15. To provide for calling forth the militia, to execute the 
laws of the union, ſuppreſs inſurrections, and repel invaſions. 

16. To provide for organizing, arming, and diteiplining the 
militia, and for governing ſuch part of them as may be einploy- 
ed in the ſervice of the united ftates : reſerving to the ſtates re- 
ſpectively the appointment of the officers, and the authority of 
training the milit.a according to the diſcipline preſcrived by con- 
greſs. 

47-140 exerciſe excluſive legiſlation, in all caſes whatſoever 
ove: ſuch diftrit (not exceeding ten miles ſqua:e) as may, by 
ceſſion of particular ſtates, and the a:ceptance of corgreſs, become 
the ſeat of the government of the united flates; and to exerciſe 
like authority over all places purchaſed by the a of the le- 
giſlature of the fate in which the fame ſhall be, tor the erection 
of forts, magazines, arſenals, duck-yards, and other needful 
buildings : and 

xx. To make all laws, which ſh:1] be neceſſary and proper for 
carrying into execution the forego ng powers, and all other pow · 


ers veſted by this cenſtiiution in th⸗ goveinitert of tie united 


Kates, or in any department or officer the ef. 
SECTION IX; 

1. The migration or impu- tation ef fuch perſons, as any of 
the ſlates now exiſting, ſhall think proj-r to admit, ſh+I] net 
be prohibited by the congreſs, prior to the year one thouſand 
eiglit hundred and eight: but a tax or gut; m 0 g un poſed on 
Rk 1mportation, not excee hng ten oila, esch pertion.' 

2. Th- privilege of the writ of habcas 8 116 by not be fuſe 
pended, unlz!s when, in caſes of rebellion or invaſion, the publis 
lafety may require jt, | 

3. No bill of attainder, or ex ot facto law, ſhall be paſſed. 

4 . No os Hom or other direct tax thall be laid, unleſs in pro- 
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portion to the cenſus or enumeration her ein before directed to be 
taken. 

= No tax or duty ſhall be laid on articles exported from any 
ate. No preference ſhall be given, by any regulation of com. 
merce or revenue, to the ports of one ſtate over thoſe of another: 


nor ſhall veſſels, bound to or from, one ſtate, be obliged to enter 


clear, or pay duties in another. . 
6. No money ſhall be drawn from the treaſury, but in conle- 


quence of appropriations made by law : and a regular ſtatement 


and account of the receipts and expenditures of all public mo- 
ney ſhall be publiſhed from time to time. 

7. No title of nobility ſhall be granted by tha united ſtates q 
And no perſon, holding any office of profit or truſt under them, 
ſhall, without the content of congreſs, accept of any prefent, emo- 
lument, office, or title, of any Kind whatever, from any king, 
Prince, or foreign ſtate. 

i 

1. No ſtate ſhall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confedera- 

tion; grant letters of marque and repriſal ; coin money; emit 


bills of credit; make any thing but gold and filver coin a tender 


in payment of debts ; pals any bill of attainder, ex poſt facto law, 
or law impairing the obligation of contracts, or grant any title 


of nobility. 


2. No ſtate ſhall, without the conſent of ns, lay any im- 
poſts or duties on 1mports or exports, except what may be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for executing its inſpection laws; and the net 
produce of all duties and impoſts, laid by any ſtate on imports 
or exports, ſhall. be for the uſe of the treaſury of the united 
ſtates ; and all ſuch laws ſhall be ſubject to the reviſion and con- 
troul of the congreſs. No ſtate ſhall, without the conſent of con- 
greſs, lay any duty on tonnage, keep troops, or ſhips of war, in 
time of peace, enter into any agreement or compact with another 


| Rate, or with a foreign power, or engage in war, unleſs ac- 


| tually invaded, or in ſuch imminent danger as will not admit of 


delay. 


%%% 
SECTION 1, 


1. The executive power ſnhall be veſted in a pere 31 the 
united ſtates of America, He ſhall hold his office during the 
term of four years, and, together with the vice· preſident. choſes 


for the ſame term, be elected as follows: 


3. Each Gate ſhall appoint, in fuck manner as the legiſlature 


HH PNITTED STATE SS 1 
e thereof may direct, a number of electors, equal to the whole 1 
| number of ſenators and repreſentatives, to which the ſtate may If 
y be entitled in the congreſs. But no ſenator, or repreſentative, or „ 4 
perſon holding an office of truſt or profit, under the N Mates, 1 
3 ſhall be appointed an elector. | .- 
r 3. The electors ſhall meet in their reſpective ſtates, Ind vote 1 
, by ballot for two perſons, of whom one, at leaft, ſhall not be an 74 
> inhabitant of the ſame ſtate with themſelves. And they ſhall make 3 
t a ict of all the perſons voted for, and of the number of votes for 1 
. each; which liſt they ſhall ſign and certify, and tranſi: ſcaled FH 
to the ſeat of the government of the united fates, directed to the 4 
' preſident of the ſenate, The preſident of the ſenate ſhall, in the I 
„ preſence of thr ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives, open all ti 
bs L certificates, and the votes ſhall then be counted. The perſon hav=- f | . 
s ing the greateſt number of votes ſhall be the preſident, if ſuch = j 
| number be a majority of the whole number of electors appoint- N 
ed; and if there be more than one who have ſuch majority, and 
bo have an equal number of votes, then the houſe of fepreſektati ves 
+ WM fhill money chooſe by ballot, one of them for preſident : and N lf 
r if no perſon have a majority, then, from the five higheſt on the - 1 
„ lift, the faid houſe ſhall in like manner chooſe the preſident. But 1 
e in ha the preſident, the votes ſhall be taken by fates, the 40 
repreſentation from each tate having one vote: a quorum for 1 | 
= this purpoſe ſhall conſiſt of a member or members from two= it 
ö thirds of the ſtates : and a majority of all the ſtates ſhall. be ne- | 
cr il. cellary to a cheice. In every caſe, after the choice of the preſident, _.. { 
s the perſon having the greateſt number of votes of the electors, ll 
| ſhall be the vice- preſident. But if there mould remain two or 4 
s more, who have equal votes, the ſenate ſhall chooſe from them, 
- by ballot, the vice- preſident. E- 
N 4. The congreſs may determine the time of chooſing the cle&- 4 ! 
r ors, and the day on which they ſhall give their votes; which day I 
- mall be the ſame throughout the united ſtates, 4 
5 5. No perſon, except a natural born citizen, or a citizen of the 


united ſtates, at the time of the adoption of this conſtitution, hall 

be eligible to the office of preſident. Neither ſhall any perſon be 
eligible to that office, who ſhall not have attained to the age of 

thirty-five years, and been fourteen years A reſident within the 

e united ſtates. | 
0 6. In caſe of the removal of the preſident PER office, or of his 

death, refignation, or inability to diſcharge the powers and duties 

of he ſail office, the ſame ſhall devolve on the vice- pre ſident ; 

0 and the congrels may, by law, — for the caſe of rene 


* 
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death, refignation, er inability, both of the preſident and vice. 


preſident, declaring-what officer ſhall then act as preſident : and 


uch officer ſhall act accordingly, until the poo be removed, 
or a prefident ſhall be elected. 


7. The preſident ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for his i | 


a compenſation, which ſhall neicher be increaſed nor diminiſhed, 
during the period for which he ſhall have been elected: and he 
ſhall not receive, within that period, any other emolument from 
the united ſtates, or any of them. 
$. Before he enter on the execution of his office, ks ſhall ls 
the following oath or affirmation : 
1 do ſolemnly ſwear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute 
< the office of preſident of the united ftates ; and will, to the beſt 


«© of my ability, preſerve, protect, and defend the conſtitution of 


4 the united ſtates.” 
S.CT TON It. 
1. The preſident ſhall be commander in chief of the army and 
navy of the united ſtates, and of the militia of the ſeveral ſtates, 
-when called into the actual ſervice of the united ſtates. He may 


require the opinion, in writing, of the principal officers in each 


of the executive departments, upon any ſubject relating to the du- 
ties of their reſpective offices: and he ſhall have power to grant 
reprieves and pardons, for offences againſt the united ſtates, ex- 
cept in caſes of impeachment. 

2. He ſhall have power, by and with the advice and conſent of 
the ſenate, to make treaties, provided two-thirds of the ſenators 
preſent concur : and he ſhall nominate, and by and with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the ſenate, ſhall appoint ambaſſadors, other 
public miniſters and conſuls, judges of the ſupreme court, and 
all other officcrs of the united ſtates, whoſe appointments are not 
herein otherwiſe provided for, and which ſhall be eſtabliſhed by 
law. But the congreſs may, by law, velt the appointment of ſuch 
inferior officers, as they think proper, in the preſident alone, in 
the courts of law, or in the heads of departments. 

3. The preſident ſhall have power to fill up all vacancies ie 
may happen, during the receis of the ſenate, by granting com- 
miſſions, which ſhall expire at the end of their next ſeſſion. 

SECTION U. 


He ſhall, from time to time, give to the congreſs information 
of the flate of the union; and recommend to their conſideration. 


ſuch meaſures as he ſhall judge neceſſary and expedient, He may, 


on extraordina!y occaſions, convene both houles, or either of 


them : and, in ca; of diſagreement between them, with reſpect te 
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8 the time of 2 be: may 1 them to ſuch time as 
be hall think proper. He ſhall receive ambaſſadors and other 


public miniſters. He ſhall take care that the laws be faithfully ex 


ecuted ; and ſhall commiſſion all the officers of the united Howe. 
SECTION IV, 

The prefident, vice-preſident, and all civil officers of this? uni- 
ted ſtates, ſhall be removed from office, on impeachment for, and 
conviction of, treaſon, briber y, or other high crimes and mifde- 
meanors. | + | 

ARTICLE II. 
SECTION I. 

The dee power of the united ſtates ſhall be veſted in one 
ſupreme court, and in ſuch inferior courts, as the congreſs may, 
from time to time, ordain and eftabliſh. The judges, both of the 
ſupreme and inferior courts, ſhall hold their offices during good 


behaviour; and ſhall, at ſtated times, receive for their ſervices, a 


compenſation , Which ſhall not t be diminiſhed dur ing their conũnu- 


ance in office. 
SECTION TA | 
x. The zackig power ſnall extend to all caſes, in law and e- 


quity, ariſing under this conſtitution, the laws of the united ſtates, 


and treaties made, or which ſhall be made, under their authority; 
to ab} caſes affecting ambaſſadors, other public minilters, and con- 
ſuls; to all caſes of admiralty and maritime juriſdiction; to con- 
troverſies to which the united ſtates ſhall be a party; to contro- 


verſes between two or more ſtates, between a ſtate and citizens of 


another ſtate, between citizens of different ſtates, between citizens 
of the ſame ſtate, claiming lands under grants of different ſtates, 
and between a ſtate, or the citizens thereof, and foreign ſtates, 
citizens, or ſubjeas. | 

2. In all caſes, affecting ambaſſadors, 0 public Aten 
and conſuls, and thofe in which a ſtate ſhall be a party, the ſu- 
preme court ſhall have original juriſdiction. In all the other caſes 
before mentioned, the ſupreme court ſhall have appellate juriſdie- 
tion, both as to law and fact, with ſuch exceptions, and under 
= regulations, as the congreſs ſhall make. 

The trial of all crimes, except in caſes df impeachment, - 
mal be by jury: and ſuch trial ſhall be held in the ſtate where the 
ſaid crimes ſhall have been committed; but when not committed 
within any ſtate, the trial ſhall be at ſuch place or places, as the 
r may by law have directed. 
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SECTIO * 111. 

1. Treaſon againſt the united ſtates, ſhall eonfiſt only in levy- 
mg war paint chem, or in adhering to their enemies, giving them 
ry and comfort. No perſon ſhall be convicted of treaſon unleſs 
on the teſtimony of two witneſſes to the lame overt act, or on 
eonfeſſion in open court. 

2. The congreſs. ſhall have power to declare the puniſhment of 
weaſon + but no attainder of treaſon ſhall work corruption of 


| blood, or forfeiture, except during the life of the perſon at. 


tainted. 
„%% IV, 
SECTION I. 
Full faith and credit ſhall be given, in each fate, to the public 
acts, records, and judicial proceedings of every other ſtate. And 


the congreſs may, by general laws, preſcribe the manner in which 


ſuch ats, records, and e ſhall be proved, and the effe & 
thereof, | 
SECTION It, 

1. The citizens of each ſtate thall be entitled to. all the privi- 
leges and immunities of citizens in the feveral ſtates, 

2. A perſon charged in any ftate with treaſon, felony, or other 
e ime, Who ſhall flee from juſtice, and be found in another ſtate, 
ſhall, on demand of the executive authority of the ſtate from 
which. he fied, be delivered up, to be removed to the ſtate, having 


+. juriſdiction of the crime, 


3. No perſon, held to ſervice or labour in one Jan; under the 
laws thereof, eſcaping into another, ſhall, in conſequence of any 
law or regulation therein, be diſcharged from ſuch ſervice or la- 


hour; but ſhall be delivered up on claim of the 1 to 3 


ſuch ſervice or labour may be due. 
"SECTION III. 
1. New ſtates may be admitted by the congreſs into this union; 


bs 


but no new ſtate ſhall be formed or erected within the juriſdiction 


of any cher ftate—nor any ſtate be formed by the junction of 
two or Wore ſtates, or parts of ſtates—without the conſent of the 
legiſlatures of the ſtates concerned, as well as of the congreſs. 

2. The congreſs ſhall have power to diſpoſe of, and make all 
needful rules and regulations reſpecting, the territory or other 
property belonging to the united ſtates : and nothing in this con- 
ſtitution ſhall be ſo conſtrued, as to prejudice any claims of the 


4 united ſtates, or of any particular ſtate. 


| SECTION iv. 
The united ſtates ſhall guarantee to every ſtate i in this union 1 
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renablican form of government; and ſhall profe& each of them 
againſt invaſion, and on application of the legiſlature, or of the 
executive (when the legiſlature cannot be convened) againſt do- 
meſtic violence. e + 
| ARTICLE . BE | 
The congreſs, whenever two-thirds of both: bons ſhall Joey 
it neceſſary, thall propoſe amendments to this conſtitution, or, on 
the application, of the legiſlatures of two-thirds of the ſeveral 
ſtates, ſhall call a convention for propoſing amendments, which, 
in either caſe, ſhall be valid to all intents and purpoſes, as part of 
this conſtitution, when ratified by the legiſlatures of three-fourths. 
of the ſeveral ſtates, or by conventions in three-fourths thereof, 
as the one or the other mode of ratification may be propoſed by 
the congreſs; provided, that no amendment, which may be made 
prior to the year one thouſand eight hundred and eight, ſhall in 
any manner affect the firſt and fourth clauſes in the ninth ſection 
of the firn article; and that no ftate, without its n ſhall 
be deprived of its equal ſuffrage in the ſenate, 
N Vis 
1. All debts contracted, and engagements entered into, before the 
adoption of this conſtitution, ſhall be as valid againſt the united 
ſtates, under this conſtitution as under the confederation. | 
2. This conſtitution, and the laws of the united ſtates which 
mall be made in purſuance thereof, and all treaties made, or which 
ſhall be made, under the authority of the united ſtates, ſhall be - 


Fd 
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- the ſupreme law of the land: and the judges, in every ftate, ſhall 

be bound thereby, any thing in the conſtitution or laws of wy 
- ſate tothe contrary notwithſtanding, | 
a 3. The ſenators and repreſentatives before Ei and the 


members of the ſeveral ſtate legiſlatures, and all executive and 
judicial officers, both of the united ſtates and of the ſeveral ſtates 


Po ſhall be bound, by oath or affirmation to ſuppert this conſtitu- 

n tion; but no religious teſt ſhall ever be required as a qualifi- 

F cation to any office or public truſt under the united ſtates. | 

ie | AR TEC VI. - 
The ratification of the conventions of nine ſtates fhall be uf. ö 

ll ficient for the eſtabliſhment of tkis conſtitution between the ORs 1 

er fo ratifying the ſame. | ; 

a - Done in convention, by the unanimous onen of the ſtates pre- f 

he ſent, the ſeventeenth day of September, in the year of our * Þ 


Lord one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſeven, and of 
the independence of the united ſtates of America the twelfth. In } 
4 witneſs whereof we have hereunto ſubſcribed our names. | I 


GEO. n pref. and dep. from Virginia, 


wm AMENDMENTS « 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE, DELAWARE,  - 


John Langdon, George Reed, 
Nicholas Gilman. Gunning Bedford, junior, 
-MASSACHUSETTS, John Dickinſon, 

Nathaniel Gorham, Richard Baſſet, , 

Rufus King. Jacob Broom. 1 

| CONNECTICUT, 5 MARYLAND, 
William. Samuel Johnſon, James M*Henry, | 

Roger Sherman. Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, | 

| NEW. YORK, Daniel Carrol. 5 

Alexander Hamilton. 55 VIRGINIA, 

NEW JERSE, John Blair, 
William Livingſton, | James Madiſon, junior. | 
David Brearley,  NORTH-CAROLINA, 
William Patterſon, William Blount, 
Jonathan Dayton. Richard Dobbs Spaight, 

a PENNSYLVANIA, Hugh Williamſon, 
Benjamin Franklin, 800TH. CAROLINA, : 
Thomas Mifflin, John Rutledge, 

Robert Morris, Charles Coteſworth Pinckney, 
George Clymer, a | Charles Pinckney, 

Thomas Fitzfimons, Pierce Butler. 
Jared Ingerſoll, J SRORGITA, 
James Wilſon, William Few, 
Gouverneur Morris. | Abraham Baldwin. 
Miteſt. W1BLIAM J ACKSON, ſec'y. 
— 2 >oe— 


CONGRESS of the UNITED STATES, 
' Begun and held at the city of New York, on Wedneſday, the 


fourth of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-nine. 


The conventions of a number of the ſtates having, at the time 
of their adopting the conſtitution, expreſſed a deſire, in order to 
prevent miſconſtruction or abuſe of its powers, that further 
_ declaratory and reſtrictive claules ſhould be aaded—and as ex- 
tending the ground of public confidence in the government will 
beſt inſure the heneficent ends of its inſtiturion—- 
ESOLVED, by the ſenate and houſe of repreſentatives of the 
united ſtates of America, in congrels afſembled, two-thirds of 
both houſes concurring, that the following articles be propoſed to the 
legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates, as amendments to the conſtitution 


= of the united ſtates, all, or any of which articles, when ratified 


- d 


* =» ˙ oo JFX5A cos os 


„ w# CO ©" *3 OD 


te FEDERAL C ONSTITUTIO N. Js + 


by three-fourths of the ſaid legiſlatures, to he valid, to all in- 
tents and purpoles, as part of tie {aid conſtitutien, viz. | 
ARTICLES, in addition to, and amendment of, the conſtitution: 
of the united ſtates of America, propoſed by congrels, and 
ratified by the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates, purſuant to the 
fifth article of the original conſtitution. 
I. After the firſt enumeration, required by the firſt article of 


the conſtitution, there ſhall be one repreſentative for every thirty 


thouſand, until the number ſhall amount to one hundied ; after 
which, the proportion ſnall be ſo regulated by . that. 


there ſhall be not leſs than one hundred repreſentatives— nor leſs 
than one repreſentative for every forty thouland perſons—unrit - 


the number of repreſentatives ſhall amount to two hundred; af- 
ter which, the proportion ſhall be ſo regulated by congreis that 


there ſhall not be leſs than two hundred repreſentatives, nor more 
than one repreſentative for every fifty thouſand perſons, 


II. No law, varying the compenſation for the ſervices of the 
ſenators and repreſentatives ſhall take effect, until an election of 
repreſentatives ſhall have intervened. 

III. Congrets ſhall make no law reſpecting an eltabliſiinent 


of religion, or prohibiting the free exercile thereof, or abridging the 


freedom of ſpeech, or of the preſs z or the right of the people peace- 
ably to aſſemble, and to petition the government for a redreſs of, 
grievances. / 


IV. A well. regulated militia being neceſſary to the ſeeurity ef 


a free (tate, the right of the N to keep and bear arms, mall 
not be i fringed. 

V. No ſo. dier ſhall in time of peace, be quartered i inany houſe, 
without the conſent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be preſciibed by law. 

VI. The right of the people to be ſecure in their perſons, 


houſes, papers, and effects, againſt unreaſonabie ſearch-s and ſei- 


ſures, ſhall not be violated ; and no warrants ſhall iffue, but upon 
probable caute,: ſupported by oath or affirmation—and particular- 
ly deſcribing the place to be ear ched, and the perſons or n 
to be ſczed. 


VII. No perſon ſhall be held to anſwer for a capita] or other- 
wile infamous cr ime, unleſs on a prelentment or inuictment by a 
grand j Jury, except in cales ariling in the land or navai torces, or 
in the militia, when in actual lervice, in time of war, cr public 
danger: nor ſhall any per ſon be ſubjeq tor the "tame offerte to 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor ſhall be compeiied 
in my. criminal e to be a witnels againſt himielf; nor be de- 
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Seite of life, liberty, or property, without due proceſs of law i nor 
mail private property be taken for N uſe, without juſt com- 
penlation. 
„VIII. In ell erben e the accuſes ſhall enjoy 
Y the right 'to a ſpeedy and public trial, by -an impartial jury, of 
the {tate and diftrit, wherein the crime ſhall have been commit- 
ted; which diftric ſhall have been previouſly aſcertained oy law; 
and to be informed ot the nature and cauſe of the acculation ; 
to be confronted with the witneſſes advinſt him; to have e 
ſory proceſs for obtaining wilneſſes in his favour; and to have the 
| aſſiſtance of counſel for his defence. 

IX. In ſuits at common law, where the value: 4 in om 
mn exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury ſhall be pre- 
ſerved : and no fact tried by a jury, ſhall be otherwiſe re exa- 
mined in any court of the united Rates, than according to the rules 
of common law. 

X. Exceſſive bail ſhall not be a, nor exceſſive Sent im- 

X] poſed ; nor cruel and unuſual puniſhments inflited, 
1 XI. The enumeration, in the conſtitution, of certain rights, 
ſhall not be conſtrued to deny or diſparage others, retained by 


the people. 

LY XII. The powers, not delegated to the united ſtates, by the 
= conſtitut on, nor prohibited by it to the ſtates, are reſerved te the 
8 Kates reſpectively, or to the people. 5 


? FREDERICK AUGUSTUS MUHLENBERG, 
_— | Speaker of the houſe of repreſentatives. 
JOHN ADAMS, vice-preſident of the united ſtates, 
and preſident of the ſenate. & 


WF 
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= - Joux BreckLey, clerk af the houſe of 5 
| n A. Oris, ee of the ſenate. 


: N. B. By the returns made into the ſecretary of ſtate s office 
it appears that the firſt article of the above amendments i: 
agreed to by only ſeven ſtates—the ſecond, by only four—and 
therefore theſe are Mt obligatory. All the remainder, having bee 
ratified by nine ſtates, are of equal obligation with the conſtitu 


tion itſelf. 5 1 No G1 Aug. 12, 1791. 
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